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Attachment 3

Rigid Plastic Packaging Container (RPPC)

Product Manufacturer Certification 

June 30, 1998

Instructions

A.  Who is required to submit this form, and to whom?   

Companies who manufacture or distribute a product sold, offered for sale or distributed in California, which is packaged in a “rigid plastic packaging container.”   If your company does not use RPPCs, please check ‘“is not” required to submit’ under item 4 on the Certification Form, and return that page to PriceWaterhouse at the address listed below. This way, your company’s name may be removed from the Board’s list of regulated manufacturers.  Please submit the completed certification form to PriceWaterhouse LLP, 455 Capitol Mall, Suite 500, Sacramento, California 95814.

B.  What is a “rigid plastic packaging container” or RPPC?

 An RPPC is defined as any product container that:

· Is made entirely of plastic, except for lids, caps, or labels;

· Is capable of multiple re-closure, with an attached or unattached lid or cap;

· Can maintain it shape while holding a product;

· Contains at least 8 fluid ounces but no more than 5 gallons, or the equivalent volumes; and

· Is normally used to store a product for seven days or longer (i.e., from the time the containers are filled).

C.  Must every RPPC meet one of the compliance criteria?
It is not necessary for each RPPC to individually meet one of the compliance criteria.  A product manufacturer may achieve compliance by “averaging” the recycling rates, the postconsumer content, the source reduction or the refill or reuse data of its containers. An “average” may be calculated using either data specific to containers sold and recycled in California or nationwide. It may be based upon an entire product line or sub-lines, but it may only include RPPCs for which the same compliance criteria are claimed.  Every RPPC must be included in the “average” or comply with one of the other criteria.  If “averaging” is used, mark “yes” in section (6b) in Table 6 on page 4.  

D.  Are any RPPCs exempt from the certification requirement?
Yes, as noted below:

· Containers produced in or outside of California which are destined for shipment outside California and which remain with the products upon shipment;

· Containers used to hold drugs, medical devices, cosmetics, food, medical food, or infant formula as defined by the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act; 

· Containers used to hold toxic or hazardous products regulated by the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act; and

· Containers manufactured for the purpose of shipping hazardous materials, and that are prohibited by federal law from being manufactured with used material by federal packaging material specifications, or are subject to specified federal testing standards, or to which recommendations of the United Nations on the transport of dangerous goods are applicable.

To claim an exemption, a manufacturer must submit a written request via certified mail.  This request should include a description of the RPPC(s) for which the exemption is being claimed, the basis for the exemption, and the name, mailing address and telephone number of the person to whom the Board shall direct further communication relating to the exemption.

E. Which RPPCs are eligible for waivers from the container requirements specified in 14 CCR 17944

Waivers may be allowed for containers under the following conditions:

1) if a container cannot meet the postconsumer content requirement and remain in compliance with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration regulations (these containers must meet one of the other criteria specified in PRC section 42310);

2) if it is technologically infeasible to use 25% postconsumer content (these containers must meet one of the other criteria specified in PRC section 42310);

3) if, by number, 50% of a manufacturer’s containers that were sold or offered for sale in California met the 25% postconsumer content requirement by January 1, 1995, and all the manufacturer’s containers were in compliance by January 1, 1996; or

4) for twelve months immediately after a product is first sold or offered for sale in California.

To receive a waiver, you must submit a written request to the Board via certified mail that includes the following:

1) an identification of the RPPC for which the waiver is being requested;

2) the basis of the waiver; and

3) the name, address, and telephone number of a contact person.

The request for a waiver based on (4) above must include a signed affidavit specifying the date of introduction of the product and that the container meets the definition of “Introduced” specified in 14 CCR 17943.

Please Return to:  PriceWaterhouse LLP, 455 Capitol Mall, Suite 500, Sacramento, CA 95814

Rigid Plastic Packaging Container (RPPC)

Product Manufacturer Certification 

June 30, 1998

Certification Form

Please provide the following:

1. Company Name  ​___________________________________________________________.

2. Mailing Address (address or P.O. Box, city, state, zip code)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

3. Contact Person, Title, and Phone Number ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

4. My company is_____/is not_____ required to submit the RPPC Product Manufacturer Certification Form.  (Note:  if your company is not required to submit a certification form, please check after “is not” above and return this page to PriceWaterhouse at the address listed above.

5. The measurement or reporting period is January 1, 1996 through December 31, 1996, unless the reuse or refill compliance option was used for a particular product.  In that case, the product manufacturer may establish another measurement period that is based on the product’s life cycle.  Measurement or Reporting Period _____________________________.

6. Container information:

Table 6

(6a) Product Category or Line/Sub-line 


(6b) 

Was “averaging” used?1
(Y/N?)
(6c) 

U.S. or CA Sales?2


(6d) Specify Resin Type3
(6e) Specify  % Recycling Rate4
(6f)

 Specify % Post-

Consumer

Resin5
(6g) Specify # Times

Refilled/

Reused6

(6h) 

Specify % Source

Reduced7
(6i) 

Provide average weight before and after source reduction8





















































































































































































Please use additional sheets if needed                    Footnotes are explained below

1   See paragraph C on page 1 for an explanation.

2  Averaging may be calculated using either data specific to containers sold and recycled in California or sold and recycled nationwide.

3  Specify the acronym for the resin type, such as “HDPE” or “PET”.

4 Specify the actual percentage recycling rate.  This option may be used only for “product associated or “particular-type” containers.   A “Product associated” container is a brand-specific line of RPPC which may have one or more sizes, shapes or designs and which are used in conjunction with a particular generic product line, such as brand “X” motor oil.  A “Particular-type” RPPC is a container which holds a single type of generic product, such as milk or detergent.  To attain compliance under this option, the Board must have approved the methodology for determining the rate and the rate must be at least 45%. [14 CCR 17946.5(a)(5)]

5 Specify the actual percentage postconsumer content.  To attain compliance with this option, RPPCs must have been made from at least 25% postconsumer material.  Attach a container manufacturer’s certification form if this option was used. 

[14 CCR 17946.5(a)(1)] 

6 Specify the actual times the RPPC is refilled by the product manufacturer or reused by consumers.  To attain compliance with this option, the average refills per container must be at least six and the average reuse per container must be at least five.  

7 Source reduced container means the package weight per unit or use of product was reduced by 10% when compared with the packaging used for that product prior to source reduction. [ 14 CCR 17946.5(a)(2)]The following guidelines provide the timeframes and  conditions for determining the container weight prior to source reduction (the “original” container weight): 

A. For containers first sold prior to 1/1/90, the original container weight is the average weight during the first 60 days of sale in 1990.

B. For containers first sold on or after 1/1/90 through 1/1/95, the original container weight is the average weight during first 60 days of sale.

C. For containers first sold after 1/1/95, the original container weight is any of the following:

i. The weight of packaging used for the product on 1/1/95

ii. The weight of packaging  used for the product during the first full year of commerce in California, or 

iii. The average weight of packaging used in commerce during the compliance year for similar products whose containers have not been considered source reduced.  “Similar” products are the same products held by “particular type” RPPCs, as defined by 14 CCR 17943(b)(31).

For this option, compliance may be attained by concentrating the product and/or reducing the weight of the container. Attach a container manufacturer’s certification form if the container weight was reduced.

8 If the product was concentrated, please provide the average weight per use of product prior to concentration of the product as well as after its concentration.  If the weight of the container was reduced, please provide the average weight per unit of product prior to the source reduction as well as after the source reduction.  [14 CCR 17946.5(a)(2)]

NOTE: The Board may conduct audits to verify information provided on this form. [14 CCR 17947]

CERTIFICATION

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information in this certification, including the possibility of fine or imprisonment, or both.

Signature of individual authorized to sign                                                      Title of authorized person

Typed or printed name of person signing                     Date                           Phone number
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