California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
February 23, 1999
AGENDA ITEM 11
ITEM:

Consideration Of A Revised Solid Waste Facility Permit For Ramona Material Recovery Facility And Transfer Facility, San Diego County

I.
SUMMARY 
Facility Facts
Name:


Ramona Material Recovery and Transfer  Station                                                                Facility No. 37-AA-0925

Facility Type:

Existing MRF & Transfer Station  

Location:

324 Maple Street                                                                               Ramona, California 

Area:


The facility occupies 5.28 acres of a 7.24-acre parcel 

Setting:

Surrounding land uses are designated as Residential & Undeveloped Residential, Light Industry, and Commercial 
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Operational Status:
Active, Permitted 

Permitted Tonnage:
200 tons per day

Design Capacity:
405 tons per day




Owner:
Ramona Disposal Service

Operator:
Ramona  Disposal Service

LEA:
Mr. Gary Erbeck, Director                                                                   County of San Diego Department of Environmental Health 

Proposed Project

The proposed project is to allow for the following:

· An increase in the maximum daily tonnage from 200 to 370

II. OPTIONS FOR THE  BOARD 

Requirements for Concurrence with the Solid Waste Facilities Permit  Pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 44009, the Board has 60 calendar days to concur with or object to the issuance of a Solid Waste Facility Permit.  Since the proposed permit for this facility was received on January 21, 1999, the last day the Board may act is March 22, 1999.

The Board may decide to:

1. Concur with the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA;

2. Object to the issuance of  the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA;

3. Take no action on the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA.  If the Board chooses option three, the Board shall be deemed to have concurred in the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA 60 days after the Board’s receipt of the permit.   

III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommend that the Board adopt option No. 1.

IV. ANALYSIS

Background:  The Ramona MRF and Transfer Station is located in the town of Ramona, an incorporated area of San Diego County.  The facility functions as a recycling & transfer station and refuse collection truck yard.   The service areas of the facility include commercial and industrial customers in the towns of Ramona, Julian, Santa Ysabela, Warner Springs and other surrounding rural communities.  Ramona Disposal Service, the owner and operator of the facility also collects refuse and recyclable materials from bins located at ten rural transfer stations.  The rural transfer stations serve various nearby small  towns and Indian Reservation communities. 

The LEA issued the initial permit for the facility in June 1997.  The facility was constructed and started operation in March 1998.

LEA Certification

The LEA has provided the following certification:

· The permit application package for the requested permit revision is complete and correct; 

· The RSI meets the requirements of Title 14, CCR, Sections 17441 and 18221;  and

· That the LEA has reviewed and considered the information, including the environmental effects of issuing the solid waste facility permit, contained in the Negative Declaration  (ND) prepared by the County of San Diego dated March 28, 1997, and an Addendum to the ND, dated January 5, 1999, and finds that there are no significant unmitigatable environmental effects arising from the issuance of the proposed solid waste facility permit.

Staff Analysis

The following table summarizes Board staff's review and analysis of the proposed permit application package:

PRIVATE 
37-AA-0925
Accept-able
Unaccept-able
To Be Deter-mined
Not Applic-able
See Details in Agenda Item

CIWMP Conformance (PRC 50001)



X
1

CoSWMP Conformance (PRC 50000)



X


General Plan Conformance (PRC 50000.5)



X


Consistency With State Minimum Standards
X



2

California Environmental Quality Act 
X



3

Closure/Post-Closure Maintenance Plan



X


Funding for Closure/Post-Closure Maintenance



X


Operating Liability



X


RFI Completeness
X





1. Conformance with County Integrated Waste Management Plan
The CIWMB approved the Integrated Waste Management Plan for the County of San Diego in June 1997.  Staff of the Board's Office of Local Assistance conducted analysis on the applicability of the requirements of the Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 50001 for the facility.  The staff have determined that since the facility recovers less than 5% of the total waste received for reuse or recycling, it is exempt from the requirements of PRC 50001.

2. Consistency with State Minimum Standards
Staff reviewed the LEA Inspection Reports for the facility from January through October 1998 and found that no violations were cited by the LEA regarding the facility design and/or operation.  On the basis of the finding, staff have determined that the operations of the facility are consistent with the State Standards. 

3.
California Environmental Quality Act

Prior to project approval, for a project subject to CEQA, state law requires evidence of compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), either through the preparation, circulation, and adoption/certification of an environmental document, or by determining that the proposal is categorically or statutorily exempt.

The County of San Diego Department of Planning and Land Use (County) prepared and adopted a Negative Declaration (ND),  (SCH #97011071) for the project in 1997.  The adopted ND found the project to have potentially significant but mitigable impacts on water resources, air quality, traffic, aesthetics, hazards, vector control, and noise.  Thus, mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of the project.  Board staff provided comments and questions to the Lead Agency during the public review period.  Staff comments and questions were related to the need to discuss and explain the potential impacts in a Mitigation Reporting and Monitoring Program (MRMP), drainage, noise, and light glare issues. The County filed a Notice of Determination on April 3, 1997 approving a Major Use Permit.  In January 1999, the County also prepared a revised Initial Study (IS) and an Addendum to the previously adopted ND to revise the Major Use Permit for the proposed permit.  

Through review of the current RSI and amendments thereto, the Addendum to the ND, and other clarifying information provided by the LEA, and permit conditions in the proposed SWFP, CIWMB staff are of the opinion that the cited CEQA documents are adequate for the CIWMB's environmental evaluation of this proposed project, for those project activities which are within this agency's expertise and/or powers, or which are required to be carried out or approved by the CIWMB. 

V. ATTACHMENTS

1. Permit No. 37-AA-0925

2. Permit Decision No. 99-65

VI.
APPROVALS

Prepared By:
Tadese Gebrehawariat
Phone:
255-4166

Reviewed By:
 Paul Willman
Phone:
(714) 449-5331

Reviewed By:
 Don Dier
Phone:
255-2453

Approved By:
  Julie Nauman
Phone:
255-2431

Legal Review:
___________________________________
Date/Time:
____________
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