California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
May 6, 1999
AGENDA ITEM 9
 ITEM:

Consideration Of Staff Recommendation To Change The Base-Year From 1990 To 1995 For The Previously Approved Source Reduction And Recycling Element For The City Of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County

I.
SUMMARY
If approved, this item will update the final Source Reduction and Recycling Element (SRRE) for the City of Los Angeles (City) in Los Angeles County by establishing 1995 as the City’s new base-year.

II.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION
On May 23, 1995, the Board voted to approve the SRRE for the City

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD
The Board may:

1. Adopt the staff recommendation to approve 1995 as the new base-year for the City, or

2.
Not adopt the staff recommendation.

IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATION

In its 1995 Annual Report to the Board, the City requested to change its base-year from 1990 to 1995.  Diversion quantities for 1995 were collected from City programs, recyclers, and diversion facilities.  Disposal quantities were also collected independently of the Disposal Reporting System (DRS) and closely matched data from the DRS.  Using DRS data and new diversion data, total waste generated was estimated for 1995.  Board staff has determined the request to establish 1995 as the new base-year has been adequately documented.

V.
ANALYSIS
Background
In March 1997, the Board approved methods for jurisdictions to use for improving the accuracy of base-year data.  One of the approved methods is to use a base-year other than 1990.

The City believes that using its 1990 base-year and the Board’s adjustment method to estimate 1995 generation and diversion does not accurately reflect its diversion rate, due to the complexity of the City’s solid waste system and the significant changes that have occurred in the City since 1990.  This includes changes in the business sector, population, industry cycles, and conditions at disposal and recycling facilities.  The City conducted a comprehensive study to document actual diversion amounts for 1995.

Documentation

The documentation presented in the City’s Annual Report included:

· A description of the method used to collect diversion data, including measures taken to insure accuracy (i.e., avoiding double-counting; no data was extrapolated, etc.)

· A copy of the survey form used to collect data

· Descriptions of City diversion programs and amounts diverted by various City departments

· Summary tables showing sources and tonnage amounts diverted by material type, from City programs and private facilities

The City also submitted documentation showing that diversion of restricted wastes they claimed meets the required criteria and can be counted in the new base-year.

A significant amount of waste originating from the Northridge earthquake was both disposed and diverted from the City in 1995.  This tonnage was not included in the new base year figures, since it reflects an anomalous situation.  The tonnage amounts were documented in two reports prepared by the City on earthquake debris management and diversion.

The City’s diversion study shows that the following materials and programs accounted for the majority of the City’s diversion in 1995:

Material
Programs
Tons Diverted

Inerts
Street maintenance/repaving; winter decking at landfills; salvage and recovery at landfills and diversion facilities
971,684

Paper
Paper processors; material recovery facilities; buy-back centers
493,376

Yard Waste
Residential curbside program; drop-off program; grasscycling
452,612

Ferrous Metals
Private scrap metal dealers reporting new and increased diversion over 1990 amounts
354,108

Glass, Other Metals, Food, Other Materials
Various public and private diversion programs
543,386

Proposed New Base-Year

City of Los Angeles
Base-Year


Disposal
Diversion 
Generation

Prior Board-Approved Tons (1990 Base-Year)
3,781,893
984,099


4,765,992

Updated Tons          (1995 Base-Year)
3,474,596


2,815,166
6,289,762

Prior Board-Approved 1990 Diversion Rate

20.6%


Updated 1995

Base-Year Diversion  Rate

45%


VI.
ATTACHMENTS

Resolution No. 1999-76

VII.
CONTACTS

Nancy Carr

255-2652
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