California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
April 18-19, 2000
AGENDA ITEM 39
 ITEM:

Consideration Of Approval Of The Proposed Scoring Criteria And Evaluation Process For The 2000-2001 Used Oil Nonprofit Grants

I.
SUMMARY 
In September 1996, the California Integrated Waste Management Board (Board) approved standardized general review criteria for competitive grant programs and a procedure for presenting the criteria and evaluation process to the Board.  This procedure calls for staff to develop a proposal for assigning points to the general review criteria and to establish preference criteria, if applicable.  The proposal is to identify any relevant statutory requirements that affect criteria development as well as describe the evaluation process.  This agenda item presents a proposal for the 2000-2001 Used Oil Nonprofit Grants.

II.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION 
There has been no previous action on this item.

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD 
Board Members may wish to:

1. Adopt staff’s recommendations and approve the proposed scoring criteria (Attachment 1) and evaluation process for the 2000-2001 Nonprofit Grants and adopt Resolution 

2000-168 (Attachment 2); or

2. Direct staff to revise the scoring criteria and evaluation process for the 2000-2001 Nonprofit Grants.

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
The staff recommends Option 1, Board approval of the proposed scoring criteria and evaluation process and adoption of Resolution 2000-168.

V.
ANALYSIS 
Background: 

The California Recycling Enhancement Act (Act) (Statutes of 1991, Chapter 817) mandates the Board to collect fees on the sale of lubricating oil.  From those fees, Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 48632 (b) authorizes the Board to offer grants to nonprofit organizations for programs that may include the establishment of used oil collection centers, purchase of containers or other items that the public can use to store used oil for pickup or return to a used oil collection center, and purchase of equipment and establishment of procedures to comply with applicable laws regarding the collection, handling, and storage of used oil.  The purpose of the Act is to reduce the illegal disposal of used oil through increased recycling opportunities; therefore, eligible activities have expanded to include establishment, expansion, or perpetuation of used oil collection activities.  This broader scope of eligible activities will allow for more oil recycling opportunities for the public, thereby discouraging illegal disposal.

Approximately sixty percent of the state’s population resides in ten southern counties.  Staff researched the previous Used Oil Grant awards to determine how resources have been allocated in relation to population distribution.  For the past three cycles, 62.5% (50 of 80) of the recipients were from the southern counties.  It was also evident that most applicants were from southern counties. 

This will be the fourth cycle of the Used Oil Nonprofit Grants.  In April 1995, the Board awarded the first cycle in which nineteen grantees received a total of nearly $1.2 million dollars. The Board awarded 40 organizations second cycle grants in September 1996 for a total of just over $3.3 million.  In the 1998 third cycle, the Board awarded 18 organizations just over $2.5 million in funding.

Key Issues: 

Proposed Scoring Criteria and Evaluation Process

As required by the procedures for presenting the scoring criteria and evaluation process to the Board, staff assigned point values to each category of the general review and preference criteria (Attachment 1).  Emphasis was placed on the community's need for the project.  The proposed evaluation process is as follows.

After the close of the application period, Grants Administration Unit (GAU) staff will perform initial data entry and a completeness review for each application.  Program staff will then convene review panels consisting of appropriate Board staff.  The lead staff person will meet with all panel members to explain the scoring criteria, evaluation process, and the detailed scoring structure.  Panel members will independently review and evaluate each proposal assigned to them using the criteria shown on Attachment 1.  They will subsequently meet with the other members of their panel to discuss individual scores and develop final scores for each proposal.  In addition, several applications (10%) will be chosen randomly by the GAU to be reviewed by all panels to further ensure the integrity of the evaluation process.  If the scores of 

the panels differ by more than 5 points or the funding recommendations are different, managers from the Used Oil & Household Hazardous Waste Program and the Financial Assistance Branch will meet to determine a course of action.

All proposals will be ranked according to the total number of points received.  There are a maximum of 70 points which include both general review and program specific criteria points.  Proposals must attain a minimum of 45 points (70%) out of the 65 possible in the general review criteria to be eligible for funding.  Once the 45 points are attained, the applicant has the opportunity to gain additional points in program criteria.  In the event that there is insufficient funding for all qualified applicants, the highest ranked proposals will have funding priority.

Tentative Schedule 

DATE
ACTIVITY

April 18-19, 2000
Board adopts scoring criteria/evaluation process

May 15, 2000
Staff mails NOFAs and application packages to interested parties

June 1-30, 2000
Question and answer period

July 14, 2000
Applications are due to Board staff

October 17, 2000
Board considers funding recommendations

November 1, 2000
Grantees initiate work on projects

September 30, 2002
Grantees complete work on projects

Fiscal Impacts:

PRC Section 48656 authorizes the Board to allocate at least 10% of the dollars remaining in the California Used Oil Recycling Fund (Fund) after payment of Block Grants, recycling incentives, and administration costs for grants to nonprofit organizations.  Approximately $2.0 million will be available from the Fund for these grants.

VI.
FUNDING INFORMATION
Amount Proposed to Fund Item: $2,000,000

Fund Source:
  X
Used Oil Recycling Fund


Tire Recycling Management Fund


Recycling Market Development Revolving Loan Account  


Integrated Waste Management Account


Other (Specify)

Proposed From Line Item:
  X
Consulting & Professional Services


Training


Data processing


Other (Specify)

VII.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Criteria Scoring

2. Resolution No. 2000-168

VIII.
CONTACTS

Name:  Steven Hernandez





Phone:  (916) 255-2388

Name:  Janet Page






Phone:   (916) 255-4576
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