California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
August 22-23, 2000
AGENDA ITEM 4 (Revised)
ITEM

Consideration Of Staff Recommendation On The 1997/1998 Biennial Review Findings For The Source Reduction And Recycling Element And Household Hazardous Waste Element, For The City Of Signal Hill, Los Angeles County

I.
SUMMARY
California Integrated Waste Management Board (Board) staff conducted a 1997/1998 Biennial Review of the City of Signal Hill’s (City) Source Reduction and Recycling Element (SRRE) and Household Hazardous Waste Element (HHWE), and found that the City has successfully implemented its SRRE and HHWE diversion programs.  A complete listing of the implemented programs is provided in Attachment 1 of this agenda item.  The City has requested the ability to use an alternative adjustment factor for employment to estimate the 1997 and 1998 generation amounts.  Using the City's requested alternative employment adjustment factors, 1997 and 1998 diversion rates are 53 percent and 51 percent respectively.

II.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION

On September 21, 1994, the Board approved the City’s SRRE and HHWE.

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD
The Board may:

1. Approve the City's use of alternative adjustment factors, and accept the 1997/1998 SRRE and HHWE Biennial Review findings.

2. Not approve the City's use of alternative adjustment factors, and accept the 1997/1998 SRRE and HHWE Biennial Review findings using employment adjustment factor data reported by the California Employment Development Department.

3. Not approve the City's use of alternative adjustment factors, and not accept the 1997/1998 SRRE and HHWE Biennial Review findings.

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Board staff recommends option 1; approve the City's use of alternative adjustment factors, and accept the 1997/1998 SRRE and HHWE Biennial Review findings.

V. ANALYSIS

Background

The City had a 1998 population of approximately 9,000 residents.  The City is located southeast of downtown Los Angeles and is 2.1 square miles in area.  The City’s waste stream is approximately 20 percent residential waste and 80 percent non-residential waste.

Alternative Adjustment Factor

The City requested 1997 and 1998 generation amounts be calculated using alternative adjustment factors for change in employment.  Rather than use Board default employment measures reported by the California Employment Development Department, the City used reports from the City’s Finance Department to estimate City-level employment for 1990, 1997, and 1998, then separately calculated percentage change in employment since its 1990 base-year for 1997 and 1998.

The City's diversion rates for 1997 and 1998 using default data are 43 percent and 40 percent respectively.  Using the City's requested alternative employment adjustment factors, 1997 and 1998 diversion rates are 53 percent and 51 percent respectively.

Staff Analysis

Title 14, California Code of Regulations (14CCR) Section 18797.2 provides that a jurisdiction may use an employment data source other than the California Employment Development Department.  However, several conditions must be met: (1) select "a scientifically reliable, third party source" for each alternative factor number used, and "submit a copy of each source document used to the Board at the time of the annual report"; (2) "use the same source for both the base-year factor number and the reporting-year factor number when performing the calculations", and (3) "Board approval of the use of alternative sources".

The City derived total employment for 1990, 1997, and 1998 by using information from the City’s Finance Department. Businesses are required to report on the number of employees each year when they renew their business licenses.  The City’s Finance Department maintains a business license database, which is updated annually as businesses renew their business licenses.  Board staff believe that the information submitted from the City substantially meets the requirements in 14CCR Section 18797.2 for accuracy and reliability.

1997/1998 SRRE and HHWE Biennial Review Findings

Staff conducted a 1997/1998 Biennial Review of the City’s SRRE and HHWE in accordance with the process described in the October 1997, Board-approved Biennial Review Process.  The City has reported that it has successfully implemented source reduction, recycling, and public education programs such as grasscycling at all City parks and property, residential commingled curbside collection, business onsite pickup of recyclable material, use of rubberized asphalt on City road projects, procurement of recycled paper, and public education through the City’s quarterly news letter.

The City has also reported that it has successfully implemented programs for the safe collection, recycling, treatment and disposal of hazardous wastes generated by the households within the City.  For this reason, staff is recommending approval of the City's 1997/1998 Biennial Review findings for their SRRE and HHWE.  A comprehensive list of the SRRE and HHWE programs that have been implemented is provided in Attachment 1 of this agenda item.

VI.
FUNDING INFORMATION – N/A

VII.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Program Listing for the City of Signal Hill

2. Resolution No. 2000-347

VIII.
CONTACTS

Name:  Zane Poulson






Phone:  (916) 255-2310
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