California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
August 22-23, 2000
AGENDA ITEM 6
ITEM

Consideration Of Staff Recommendation To Change The Base Year To 1998 For The Previously Approved Source Reduction And Recycling Element And Household Hazardous Waste Element, For The City Of Fountain Valley, Orange County

I.
SUMMARY
The City of Fountain Valley (City) has requested a change in their base year to 1998.  With the new base year, the City's diversion rate would be 47 percent for 1998.  A complete listing of the implemented programs is provided in Attachment 1 of this agenda item.

II.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION
On April 25, 1995, the Board approved the City’s Source Reduction and Recycling Element (SRRE) and Household Hazardous Waste Element (HHWE).  On April 18, 2000, the Board approved the City’s 1997/1998 Biennial Review of the City’s SRRE and HHWE.

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD
The Board may:

1. Approve the City's base-year change to 1998.

2. Not approve the base-year change.

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Board staff has determined that the method used to establish the new base year has been adequately documented, and is generally consistent with previous Board standards for accuracy.  Therefore, staff recommends that the request to change the base year to 1998 be approved.

V.
ANALYSIS

Background
The City has a 1998 population of 55,600.  The City is located on the Southern California coast, 55 miles southeast of Los Angeles.  During 1998, the City used 10,000 tons of recycled asphalt for street replacement, recycled 500 tons of tree/shrub trimmings, and practiced grasscycling on 150 acres of the City’s Parks.  The City also used 200 retread tires for the City fleet maintenance vehicles.  The City’s top five employers are Fountain Valley Hospital, Ceridian Tax Service Inc., Hyundai Motor America, SAFECO Insurance, and Kingston Technologies, Inc.  The City’s waste stream is approximately 37 percent residential waste and 63 percent non-residential waste.

Base-Year Change

The City has requested a change in their base year from 1990 to 1998.  In March 1997, the Board approved methods for jurisdictions to use for improving the accuracy of their base-year generation data.  One of the approved methods allows a jurisdiction to establish a more current base year.

To estimate the waste generation in 1998, the City used disposal data from the Board’s Disposal Reporting System, and collected diversion information from the following sources: the exclusive franchise hauler (Rainbow Disposal), audits of City businesses, public works records, alternative daily cover reports, commercial and residential materials processing facility weigh tickets, and demolition materials diversion reports.

The business list used for the audit represents 100 percent of the non-self haul (Commercial/Industrial) waste.  There was no double counting of business diversion compared to other programs/tons claimed.  The audit program covered 139 businesses in the City, representing approximately 20 percent of the business accounts serviced by the franchised hauler.  The sample number falls within the recommended minimum size for a small jurisdiction in the Board's Diversion Study Guide.  The sampling method used follows the Board’s Diversion Study Guide.

The results of the new generation-based diversion study are within 3 percent of the CIWMB calculated default diversion rate for the year 1998.  The study was conducted to determine where most of the recyclables were going and to establish the most accurate base year.  The new diversion study found an increase in the amount of recycling and source reduction being implemented by businesses since the passage of AB 939.  The City considers the 1998 data to be more accurate, and is the best available data.  With this new base year, the City’s 1998 diversion rate is 47 percent.  Attachment 2 is the affidavit submitted by the City that provides additional details to support the requested new base year.  Board staff has determined that the request has been adequately documented, and therefore recommends the request for a new base year is approved.

Base Year Analysis
Fountain Valley
Disposal
Diversion
Generation

Old Base Year Tons (1990)
99,369
7,812
107,181

New (1998) Base Year Tons
65,968
57,528
123,496

Diversion Rate
Old 1997
New 1997
Old 1998
New 1998


N/A
N/A
44%
47%

VI.
FUNDING INFORMATION - N/A

VII.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Program Listing for the City of Fountain Valley

2. Base Year Modification Request Certification Form

3. Resolution No. 2000-331

VIII.
CONTACTS

Name:  Terri Gray






Phone:  (916) 255-2200
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