California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
February 20-22, 2001
AGENDA ITEM 1
(Continued from January 23-24 Meeting, Agenda Item 24)

ITEM

Consideration Of Adoption Of A Negative Declaration And Consideration Of A New Major Waste Tire Facility Permit For Rubber Technology International, Inc., Los Angeles County

I. SUMMARY

Facility Facts:

Name:


Rubber Technology International, Inc.

Facility No.

19-TI-0681

Facility Type:

Major Waste Tire Facility

Facility Location:
3185 E. Washington Blvd., Los Angeles, Los Angeles County

Proposed Area:
2.72 acres

Setting:

Zoned “M3-1” Heavy Manufacturing

Operational Status:
Active

Proposed Capacity:
300 tons of waste tires and waste tire equivalents

Operator:

Rubber Technology International, Inc.

Land Owner:

H & R Sales, Inc.

Proposed Project

The project is to obtain a major waste tire facility permit to authorize storage of up to 300 tons of waste tires and waste tire equivalents located at 3185 E. Washington Blvd., Los Angeles, 

Los Angeles County

II.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION – N/A
III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD 
The Board may decide to:
1) Adopt the ND, issue the permit;


2) Adopt the ND, deny the permit; or, 


3) Not adopt the ND, deny the permit

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board adopt option number one.  This action will be documented by the Boards’ adoption of the ND, Decision No. 2000-24 and Permit Decision No. 2000-25 approving the issuance of Major Waste Tire Facility Permit No. 19-TI-0681.

V.
ANALYSIS 
Background: 
The project consists of the storage, shredding, and crumbing of waste tires and operating a molding process on a 2.7-acre site located at 3185 E. Washington Blvd. in the City of Los Angeles.  The facility was issued a Minor Waste Tire Facility Permit on April 30, 1999, for the storage of up to 4,999 waste tires and tire equivalents for both indoor storage and the processing of recyclable tires.  Prior to the issuance of a Minor Waste Tire Facility Permit, RTI operated under an exclusion from the waste tire facility permitting requirements that was repealed by the CIWMB on June 16, 1998. 

Board staff received a Major Waste Tire Facility Permit Application from RTI on April 20, 2000.  The Application is for the increase of the facility acreage from 2.0 to 2.7 acres and a capacity increase from 4,999 waste tires to 300 tons (30,000 twenty pound waste tire equivalents).  This item has been brought before the Board because a Negative Declaration under the California Environmental Quality Act must be adopted by the Board before the Board acts on the issuance or denial of a Major Waste Tire Facility Permit. 

Requirements for Issuance of a Major Waste Tire Facility Permit

The following table summarizes Board staff's review and analysis of the application supporting the proposed permit for this item.

	PRIVATE 
19-TI-1030
	Accept-able
	Unaccept-able
	To Be Deter-mined
	Not Applic-able
	See Details in Agenda Item

	California Environmental Quality Act 
	
	
	(
	
	(

	Consistency With State Minimum Standards
	(
	
	
	
	(

	Completed CIWMB Forms 500-503
	(
	
	
	
	

	Closure Plan, CIWMB Form 504
	(
	
	
	
	

	Financial Assurance & Operating Liability
	(
	
	
	
	

	Reduction/Elimination Plan
	(
	
	
	
	

	Local Requirements
	(
	
	
	
	


California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

The project consists of the storage, shredding, and crumbing of waste tires and a molding process on a 2.7-acre site located at 3185 E. Washington Blvd. in the City of Los Angeles.  The facility is expected to store up to 300 tons of waste tires and waste tire equivalents, which is equivalent to 30,000 twenty-pound passenger tires.  Both tire shreds and whole waste tires are stored at the facility.  Whole tires are shredded into two-inch shreds which are either stored in the yard along with whole tires or processed into crumb rubber.  The majority of the crumb rubber is sold; however, a portion is used in an onsite molding operation to produce molded products, such as traffic delineator bases.  The project site is in an area zoned for “M3-1” Heavy Manufacturing. 

The establishment of this waste tire storage, shredding crumbing, and molding facility does not require a conditional use permit or other local approvals that require an environmental analysis. The CIWMB is responsible for issuance of a Waste Tire Facility Permit, which requires consideration of the necessity to prepare and circulate a CEQA document if the proposal is determined to be a project as defined by the CEQA Guidelines.  Staff determined that the proposal was a project as defined by CEQA, which required the CIWMB to become Lead Agency.  In accordance with the Guidelines, staff evaluated the project proposal through an Initial Study and determined that the preparation of a Negative Declaration (State Clearinghouse # 2000121044) was the appropriate environmental document for the proposed project as described in the permit application.  The Negative Declaration (ND) must be adopted and then considered again in the decision to approve the issuance of the Major WTF permit.  

As required by CEQA, the ND as prepared by CIWMB analyzed the proposed project for any potential significant environmental impacts and determined that any impacts would be at less than significant levels.  

Public notice of the ND was placed in the Los Angeles Daily News, and the period to submit comments closed on January 11, 2001.  

The ND is now before the CIWMB for consideration and adoption.  Once the ND has been adopted, a Notice of Determination will be filed with the Office of Planning and Research and the Los Angeles County Clerk.

Consistency with State Minimum Standards

The application for this major waste tire facility includes fire prevention and vector control measures.  The application also describes tire storage in a manner that meets State Minimum Standards.  Board staff has determined, based on review of the application and contingent upon a pre-permit inspection to be conducted prior to the January 23-24, 2001, board meeting, that the facility’s design and operation is consistent with the applicable waste tire storage standards. However, the operator is in violation of its existing Minor Waste Tire Facility Permit and of operating without a major waste tire facility permit (PRC 42824).  The operator has admitted to these violations and has agreed to pay an administrative fine of $50,000.  The operator has also agreed to reduce the volume of tires at the site to the terms of the existing permit before the issuance of a Major Waste Tire Facility Permit.

Key Issues: 

Assembly Bill 1843 charged the Integrated Waste Management Board (Board) with authority to regulate the storage and disposal of waste tires.  Persons who store or stockpile over 500 waste tires are required to obtain a waste tire facility permit.  The approval and issuance of a waste tire facility permit is a discretionary action and is considered a project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.  This proposed project is located in an area zoned for Heavy Manufacturing.  Therefore, local approvals were not required, because the project was consistent with the M3-1 Zone as defined in the Los Angeles County General Plan.  For this reason, CIWMB assumed the role of Lead Agency and prepared an environmental document for the proposed project as it relates to the issuance of a permit to store waste tires.  

Before the Major Waste Tire Facility Permit can be issued, the Board must consider and adopt the ND.  The Negative Declaration stipulates that approval of the permit would have less than a significant impact on the environment and surrounding population and services.

Fiscal Impacts: NA

Findings:  NA
VI.
FUNDING INFORMATION – N/A

VII.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Permit No. 19-TI-0681 

2. Negative Declaration & Proof of Publication

3. Resolution Number 2001-24

4. Resolution Number 2001-25

VIII.
CONTACTS

Name:
Tom Micka
Phone:  (916) 341-6425

Name:
John Loane
Phone:  (916) 341-6327
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