California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
April 24-25, 2001
AGENDA ITEM 9
ITEM

Consideration Of Approval Of Scope Of Work For The Compost Odor Management Pilot Project (FY 2000/2001 Contract Concept Number 50)

I.
SUMMARY 

This item requests that the Board consider and approve the scope of work for the “Compost Odor Management Pilot Project.”  The Board approved Contract Concept Number50, on which this scope of work is based, at its February 20, 2001, meeting.  This contract will investigate the effectiveness of different mixes of high carbon wood ash from biomass-to-energy facilities in controlling odor from a yard waste composting facility.

II.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION 

At its February 20, 2001 meeting, the Board approved Contract Concept Number50, “Compost Odor Management Pilot Project”, for a total of $41,000 from Fiscal Year 2000/01 Integrated Waste Management Account Consulting and Professional Services funds.

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD 

Board Members may decide to:

1. Approve the scope of work for the “Compost Odor Management Pilot Project.”

2. Approve the scope of work for the “Compost Odor Management Pilot Project” with specified changes.

3. Disapprove the scope of work for the “Compost Odor Management Pilot Project.”

4. Take no action at this time.

IV. STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board approve Option 1 and adopt Resolution Number 2001-118.

V. ANALYSIS

Background and Key Issues

Organic materials comprise almost 40 percent of California’s waste stream.  The composting of organic materials, primarily yard trimmings, is critical to California meeting its diversion goals. However, nuisance odors from composting facilities remain a barrier to the siting of new facilities and the expansion of existing facilities.  The use of wood ash to control odors at biosolids composting operations has been investigated previously and found to successfully mitigate odors.  However, little research has been done on the use of wood ash in reducing odors at yard trimming compost operations.  The use of wood ash in the composting process would have the additional benefit of diverting the ash itself from landfills.

Proposed Scope of Work

The proposed scope of work would require the contractor to investigate the use of wood ash in mitigating odors at a yard trimming composting facility.  The contractor would be required to accomplish the following tasks: a literature review and bibliography on odor control programs using wood ash; odor sampling of compost mixed with specified percentages of wood ash; evaluation of samples by an odor panel; analysis of feedstock and compost for product quality parameters, including carbon, nitrogen, pH, salinity, and percent organic matter; estimate the traveling distance of odor from the site using an approved U.S.  Environmental Protection Agency model; conduct a cost analysis of odor control using wood ash versus other methods; and submit a final report.

VI. FUNDING INFORMATION

Amount Proposed to Fund Item:  $41,000

Fund Source:

	X
	Integrated Waste Management Account


Proposed From Line Item:

	X
	Consulting & Professional Services


VII. ATTACHMENTS

1. Scope of Work for the Compost Odor Management Pilot Project

2. Resolution Number 2001-118

VIII. CONTACTS

Name:  Brian Larimore         





Phone:  (916) 341-6579

Name:  Howard Levenson





Phone:  (916) 341-6583

Name:  Judith Friedman





Phone:  (916) 341-6622
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