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5.  If there is an increase between 4a and 4b, please explain how the new diversion rate is consistent with your current diversion implementation efforts.  If the proposed new generation tonnage results in an increase in your pounds/person/day, please explain how this is consistent with your current diversion Implementation efforts and provide examples, e.g. change in jurisdiction’s demographics.





The City of Bell Gardens has two (2) systems presently in place.  





RESIDENTIAL:  The residential solid waste is collected by Los Angeles County via the Belvedere Garbage Disposal District (“District”).  The District operates in areas outside the city limits also.  The District provides residents with green waste and recycling.  The City is presently in the process of de-annexing out of the District and providing solid waste and recycling services to the citizens.  The City is planning an active recycling program that includes the collection of bulky white goods on a weekly basis.  It is anticipated that the City will hire a contractor later this year.





COMMERCIAL:  The City has a very proactive commercial diversion program in place.  All haulers must be permitted by the City and shall divert at least 50% of the material collected.  All haulers submit quarterly reports for review by the City.  The City also has a very active paper recycling program, tire recycling program, and Public Works recycles all construction and demolition debris. 





By having an existing residential program, a commercial program with strict diversion mandates, and by performing waste audits in the commercial sector, Bell Gardens increased the tonnage of material diverted.  These activities have accurately accounted for the material diverted and have increased the diversion rate.





When comparing the pounds/person/day there is an increase from 5.16 pounds/person/day in 1990 to 7.97 pounds/person/day in 1999.  This higher amount generated is well within the standard used by the industry of  8 pounds/person/day and is consistent with the existing economy of the area, the density of the housing and recognizing that there has been an increase in population of 17% since 1990.





6.  If the difference between the proposed diversion rates in 4a and 4b is greater than 5 percentage points, please explain the specific reasons for the difference. (For example:  new/improved curbside diversion programs.)





The 1990 Solid Waste Generation Study  (SWGS) was prepared through the Southeast Area Integrated Waste Management Working Group.  This group included 22 cities and the County of Los Angeles.  The SWGS was prepared by coordinating with the local haulers via surveys.  The surveys requested information on the number of accounts (residential/commercial/industrial), the quantity of material collected and the extent of the recycling programs the haulers were using at that time.  Therefore, the results used to calculate the 1990 base year were more of an extrapolation of the actual waste generated.





The 1999 Base Year Revision Waste Generation Study has included close hauler coordination, landfill coordination and commercial waste audits.  This detailed accounting of program participation indicates what is actually occurring within the City of Bell Gardens on a daily basis and has increased the diversion rate to a level that reflects Bell Garden’s program implementation.








3.  Explain how the proposed generation study year is representative of average jurisdiction disposal and diversion:  





The 1999 Base Year used here is entirely calculated using data gathered by the City.  The information used to calculate the 1999 waste generation tonnage was obtained through direct coordination with the County of Los Angeles/Belvedere Garbage Disposal District, the cities permitted commercial haulers, local school district, City of Bell Gardens Public Works Department & Park & Recreation Department, various city programs (tire recycling, paper recycling, grasscycling etc.), commercial waste audits that include telephone updates, and quarterly landfill disposal reports.  





All data used to calculate the new base year generation uses actual tonnages from the existing programs and the disposal data that has been provided by the landfills.  Therefore, we have calculated a base year that is “typical” for our jurisdiction.  The City sponsored programs such as construction and demolition will continue, but we do not anticipate and major increases or decreases in this tonnage.  There were no unusual program changes or discrepancies in the disposal reporting during this 1999 year.





As required by the CIWMB guidelines, the City has calculated a “Typical” waste generation for the City of Bell Gardens.  This generation can be defined as “typical” because the City has fully implemented its programs, i.e. residential & commercial recycling and residential & commercial greenwaste.  Thus there are no major program changes anticipated. It is our goal to increase program participation through City and Hauler sponsored educational programs.





It is anticipated that the City of Bell Gardens will continue to promote and improve their existing programs, thus increasing the amount of diversion.  
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