California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
October 23-24, 2001
AGENDA ITEM 2 (Revised)

ITEM

Consideration Of A Revised Solid Waste Facility Permit For Monofill Facility, Imperial County

I.
SUMMARY 
Name:


Monofill Facility (Facility No. 13-AA-0022)

Facility Type:

Landfill

Location:

3301 West Highway 86, Brawley, CA

Permitted Area:
160 acres property boundary, 18.7 acres for disposal

Setting:
Surrounding land uses are open space/recreational and agricultural.

Operational Status:
Active, current permit issued February 1, 1996

Permitted Tonnage:
500 tons per day

Permitted Hours:
6:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  Normal operation may terminate as early as 

2:30 PM and may not require use of all seven days. 

Permitted Waste 

Types:
Nonhazardous geothermal filter cake, drilling mud materials and soil contaminated with geothermal materials

Proposed Waste

Types:
Adding plastic to existing waste types 

Estimated 

Closure Date:

2003

Compliance History:
1997 – No violations

1998 – No violations

1999 – No violations


2000 – No violations

2001 – No violations (January-August)

Owner/Operator:
Desert Valley Company




950 West Lindsey Road, Calipatria, CA 

Local Enforcement

Agency (LEA):
Thomas Wolf, Director




Imperial County Public Health Services, Division of Environmental




Health Services

II.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION 
The Board concurred with the current permit for the facility in January 1996.

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD 
Requirements of Concurrence with the Solid Waste Facilities Permit:

Pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 44009, the Board has 60 calendar days to concur with or object to the issuance of a full Solid Waste Facility Permit.  The proposed permit for this facility was received on August 31, 2001.  The last day the Board shall act on the permit is October 30, 2001.

When the proposed permit was received August 31, 2001, the package contained all of the items required for submittal of a package to the CIWMB as identified in Title 27 Section 21685. 

The Board may decide to:

1. Concur with the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA).

2. Object to the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA.

3. Take no action on the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA.  If the Board chooses this option, the Board shall be deemed to have concurred in the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA 60 days after the Board’s receipt of the permit.

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
At the time this item was prepared, the Board staff had yet to complete their review and analysis of the submitted documentation for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  Therefore, staff is not able to make a recommendation at this time.

V. ANALYSIS 

Background

Desert Valley Company owns and operates a Class II disposal facility for nonhazardous geothermal materials produced by geothermal plants located near the Salton Sea.  The Monofill Facility has operated since May 1991, with the current Solid Waste Facility Permit issued February 1, 1996.

The Monofill Facility is the disposal site for drilling muds, filter cakes and soils contaminated  geothermal materials.  The site does not accept waste from the public or any other sources.  The LEA has approved this facility to use “Soil Seal” as alternative daily cover.  

Desert Valley Company has proposed joining Cell 1 and Cell 2, thus closing the two cells as one unit.  The permit revision does not allow this change.

Key Issues

Proposed Project:

The proposed permit will allow the facility to accept plastic to be buried at the monofill.  Plastic sheeting is used as a truck liner for filter cake when the moisture level of the cake causes it to stick to the trailer.

Fiscal Impacts – N/A
Findings

The following LEA certification and staff analysis are provided:

LEA Certification

The LEA has certified that the permit package is complete and correct, including a statement that the RDSI meets the requirements of Title 27, California Code of Regulations, Section 21600.

Staff Analysis

The following table summarizes Board staff’s review and analysis of the proposed permit application package:

	13-AA-0019

Summary of Board Findings
	Accept-able
	Unaccept-able
	To Be Deter-mined
	Not Applic-able
	See Details in Agenda Item

	CIWMP Conformance (PRC 50001)
	X
	
	
	
	1

	Consistency With State Minimum Standards
	X
	
	
	
	2

	California Environmental Quality Act 
	X
	
	X
	
	3

	Closure/Post-Closure Maintenance Plan
	X
	
	
	
	

	Funding for Closure/Post-Closure Maintenance
	X
	
	
	
	4

	Operating Liability
	X
	
	
	
	4


1.
County Integrated Waste Management Plan
Office of Local Assistance staff finds that the location of the Monofill Facility is identified in the County Siting Element and, therefore the proposed permit for the facility is in conformance with PRC Section 50001.

2.
Conformance with State Minimum Standards
Board staff performed an inspection of the facility on July 10, 2001.  No violations of State Minimum Standards (SMS) were noted during the inspection.  The LEA monthly inspection report of August 13, 2001 also noted no SMS violations.

3.
California Environmental Quality Act
At the time this item was prepared, Environmental Review Section staff had not completed their review.  This information will be available and presented at the 

October 23-24, 2001 Board meeting.

The Imperial County, Public Health Services, Division of Public Health, acting as Local Enforcement Agency, proposes to revise the Solid Waste Facilities Permit (SWFP) for the Monofill Facility/Desert Valley Company (SWIS No. 13-AA-0022) in order to allow the disposal of the plastic sheeting (less than 3 cubic yards per month) used to line delivery vehicles. 

The Local Enforcement Agency has determined that this project is categorically exempt from CEQA under 14CCR Section 15301 for purposes of their approval of the proposed SWFP revision.

For the above reasons and using information supplied by the Local Enforcement Agency, Environmental Review Section staff concur with the Lead Agency finding that the proposed changes are categorically exempt from CEQA compliance under 14CCR Sections 15061 and 15301 because the changes involve the continued operation of an existing facility involving no expansion of use beyond that previously existing.  This is in agreement with the findings of the LEA.

If the project and the CEQA exemption are approved by the California Integrated Waste Management Board, Environmental Review Section staff will file a Notice of Exemption with the State Clearinghouse in compliance with CEQA Guidelines, 14CCR Section 15062.  Environmental Review Section staff are of the opinion that the cited Categorical Exemption along with clarifying information provided by the Lead Agency and Local Enforcement Agency are adequate for the California Integrated Waste Management Board's environmental evaluation.

4.
Funding for Closure/Post-Closure and Operating Liability
Staff for the Financial Assurances Section reviewed the financial assurance mechanisms submitted by CalEnergy Operating Company in support of closure, post-closure maintenance and third party operating liability coverage for the Monofill Facility.  Based on their evaluation, the Surety Bond and Certificate of Liability Insurance meet the requirements of Title 27, California Code of Regulations, Division 2, Subdivision 1, Chapter 6, Subchapter 3, Article 2, sections 22244 and 22251, respectively.  In addition, the penal sum of the bond is adequate at this time.

VI. 
FUNDING INFORMATION – N/A

VII.
ATTACHMENTS

1.
Proposed Permit

2.
Site Location Map

3.
Facility Map

4.
OLA Finding

5.
Resolution Number 2001-414

VIII.
CONTACTS

Name:  Leslee Newton-Reed





Phone:  (916) 341-6312

Name:  Suzanne Hambleton





Phone:  (916) 341-6337

Name:  Mark de Bie






Phone:  (916) 341-6338

Name:  Julie Nauman






Phone:  (916) 341-6361
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