California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
October 23-24, 2001
AGENDA ITEM 4
ITEM

Consideration Of A Revised Solid Waste Facility Permit For Covanta Stanislaus, Inc., Stanislaus County


I.
SUMMARY 
Name:


Covanta Stanislaus, Inc.




Facility No. 50-AA-0009

Facility Type:

Transformation Facility

Location:

4040 Fink Road




Crows Landing, California

Permitted Area:
16.5 acres

Setting:
The area is zoned agriculture.  The site is bordered on two sides by the Fink Road Landfill and on the other two sides by an orchard and open space.

Operational Status:
Permitted, Active

Permitted Tonnage:
1700 TPD Peak

Permitted Hours:
Hours of Operation – 24 hours per day, 7 days per week




Hours of Waste Receipt – 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 pm

Proposed Hours:
Hours of Operation – 24 hours per day, 7 days per week




Hours of Waste Receipt – 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 pm

Compliance History:
 1997    0 violations

1998
0 violations



1999
0 violations



2000
0 violations

2001 0 violations

Operator/Owner:
Mr. Jim Healey, Facility Manager




Covanta Stanislaus, Inc.

EA:


Julie Nauman, Deputy Director




Permitting and Enforcement Division




Facilities Operations Branch

II.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION 
The Board concurred in the issuance of a modified Solid Waste Facility Permit for this facility on May 29, 1997.  At that time, the facility name was Ogden Martin Systems of Stanislaus.

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD 
Requirements for Concurrence with the Solid Waste Facility Permit:

In general, pursuant to Public Resources Code (PRC), Section 44009, the Board has 60 calendar days to concur with, or object to, the issuance of a Solid Waste Facility Permit.  The Board is the Enforcement Agency (EA) for the County of Stanislaus.  The application for the revised permit was deemed complete by Board EA staff on July 11, 2001.  Pursuant to PRC 44008, a decision to issue or not issue the permit shall be made by the EA within 120 days from the date the application package is deemed complete.  The last date that the Board shall act on the permit is November 8, 2001.

The Board may decide to:

1. Concur with the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the EA;

2. Object to the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the EA;

3. Take no action on the proposed permit as submitted by the EA.  If the Board chooses option three, the Board shall be deemed to have concurred in the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the LEA 60 days after the Board’s receipt of the permit.

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommend that the Board choose option 1, to concur in the issuance of the proposed permit as submitted by the EA.

V.
ANALYSIS 
Background
This transformation facility is currently operating under a solid waste facility permit issued in May 1997 to Ogden Martin Systems of Stanislaus.  The land is owned by Stanislaus County.  This is one of only three permitted solid waste transformation facilities in the State.  The site is located adjacent to the Fink Road Landfill, west of the community of Crow’s Landing.

Up to 21.5 megawatts of electricity are produced by the facility.  Solid waste is transported by commercial haulers and placed into the waste storage pit, from where it is eventually moved by grapple to the furnace hopper.  

Currently, the site is permitted to accept waste from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and on Sundays by invitation only.  Waste incineration operations occur up to 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. 

Under the proposed permit, the site would be allowed to accept waste as early as 4:00 a.m., 7 days per week, the other stipulations remaining the same.  The operators of the site had approached CIWMB in 1998 regarding allowing waste receipt at any hour by key card access.  Board EA staff performed an environmental review at that time and prepared a Notice of Exemption for key card waste receipt which was filed with the State Clearinghouse on January 5, 1999.  No changes in the local environment have occurred since the exemption was filed.  The operator chose not to pursue a revised permit at that time and now seeks to expand the times for waste receipt by 2 hours including Sunday’s.  Currently, any waste haulers arriving before 6:00 a.m.  park their trucks at the entrance and wait.  Allowing trucks to enter the site earlier should not impact the area, as the site is easily accessed from Interstate 5 (I-5), and the nearest residence is on the other side of I-5.  By allowing the transformation facility to start accepting waste at 4:00 a.m., it is anticipated that the backlog of trucks that sometimes occurs at 6:00 a.m. will be alleviated.

Key Issues

Proposed Project
The operator is proposing to increase the permitted hours of waste receipt by two hours. The current hours of waste receipt are: 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, and Sundays by invitation. The proposed hours of waste receipt are: 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 pm., 7 days per week.

The other change is the name of the facility and operator.  No change in ownership has occurred.  A corporate name change recently took place, from Ogden Martin to Covanta (an amalgamation of “cooperation” and “advantage”).

Findings
Staff Analysis

The following table summarizes the items to be reviewed by Board staff:

	PRIVATE 
50-AA-0009
	Accept-able
	Unaccept-able
	To Be Deter-mined
	Not Applic-able
	See Details in Agenda Item

	CIWMP Conformance (PRC 50001)
	X
	
	
	
	1

	Consistency With State Minimum Standards
	X
	
	
	
	2

	California Environmental Quality Act 
	X
	
	
	
	3

	Closure/Post-Closure Maintenance Plan
	
	
	
	X
	

	Funding for Closure/Post-Closure Maintenance
	
	
	
	X
	

	Operating Liability
	
	
	
	X
	

	RDSI Completeness
	X
	
	
	
	


1.
Conformance with the County Integrated Waste Management Plan

Public Resources Code Section 50001 requires the location of any new or expanded solid waste disposal facility to be identified in the applicable county's Countywide Siting Element (CSE) for the proposed permit for that facility to be in conformance with the CSE. 

The location of the Covanta Stanislaus, Inc. facility (formerly called Ogden Martin Systems of Stanislaus, Inc.) is identified in the County's CSE.  Office of Local Assistance staff therefore finds the proposed permit to be in conformance with the County’s CSE.

2.  Consistency with State Minimum Standards
Board staff as the EA inspects the facility monthly.  The facility has not had a violation of State Minimum Standards in the last four years.

3.
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Board EA staff performed an environmental review prepared a Notice of Exemption addressing this project in 1998 which was filed with the State Clearinghouse on January 5, 1999.  No changes in the local environment have occurred since the exemption was filed.

VI.
FUNDING INFORMATION – N/A

VII.
ATTACHMENTS

1.  
Site Location Map

2.  
Facility Map

3.  
Proposed Permit

4.  
Resolution Number 2001-419

VIII.
CONTACTS

Name:  David Otsubo






Phone:  (916) 341-6330

Name:  Susan Markie






Phone:  (916) 341-6324

Name:  Bernie Vlach






Phone:  (916) 341-6320

Name:  Julie Nauman






Phone:  (916) 341-6361
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