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February 18, 2004
Attachment 1


RIVER RANCH ORGANICS

RIVERSIDE COUNTY

Site Background: This illegal disposal site (Facility No. 33-AA-0286) is located at 14545 River Road, Assessor’s Parcel Number 130-080-018 (f/k/a 130-080-016), within an unincorporated area of Riverside County, near the communities of Corona and Norco. The Santa Ana River and Prado County Park are located just south and southeast of the site. 

In February 1994, the Riverside County Planning Department issued Plot Plan Number 13727 and granted approval for the property owner, Mr. Michael G. Rawls, to operate a wood chipping and grinding facility doing business as River Ranch Organics. Over the course of years the property owner and his business partner, Mr. Shawn M. Rawls, stockpiled an estimated 100,000 cubic yards of processed wood waste on site.

At the March 2003 Board meeting (Agenda Item 66), the River Ranch Organics illegal disposal site was identified by Board staff as one the three highest priority “Crippen-like” sites requiring enforcement and corrective action.

Proposed Remediation Project: The Board’s contractor, implementing fire prevention and control procedures, will process, if need be, the stockpiled wood waste and remove the processed material to permitted recycling and disposal facilities.  The Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) is currently working with the Riverside County Waste Management and Public Works Departments and neighboring Orange County and San Bernardino County to determine cost-effective beneficial uses for the material.

Site Prioritization: The amount of flammable wood waste at the site presents a fire threat to the nearby communities of Corona and Norco and the adjacent Prado County Park and Santa Ana River. An uncontrolled fire would negatively impact air quality.
Based on Board-approved policy adopted December 1998, the degree of risk to public health, safety, and the environment, is prioritization category A1.  Priority A1 is a confirmed condition of pollution or nuisance from solid waste based on comparison with state minimum standards with inhabitable structures within 1,000 feet of the site.

Preliminary Estimate for Cleanup:  $700,000, assuming no tipping fees are required.

Enforcement Actions and Cost Recovery: In October 2000, the property owner and Riverside County executed a Site Cleanup and Restoration Agreement (Agreement) wherein the property owner agreed, at his own cost and expense, to furnish all labor, equipment, and material necessary to perform and complete the cleanup and restoration of the property within 30-days of ceasing chipping and grinding activities. Furthermore, the property owner pledged Certificate of Deposit Number 20-12109 in the amount of $100,000, to the Riverside County Waste Management Department to support his obligations under the Agreement.

In May 2002, the LEA issued a Notice and Order (N&O) requiring River Ranch Organics to cease importing green waste to the site, to submit a plan for management of existing feedstock, and/or obtain a Solid Waste Facility Permit. The property owner/operator appealed the N&O and the matter was brought before the Riverside County Solid Waste Hearing Panel in July 2002. As a result of the hearing, a Stipulated Order was issued by the Hearing Panel requiring the owner/operator, Mr. Michael Rawls, to apply for a conditional use permit and a standardized solid waste permit, to allow the LEA to inspect the River Ranch Organics facility, and to reduce the stockpiled wood waste.

In January 2003, the LEA documented the owner/operator’s failure to abide by the conditions set forth in the Hearing Panel’s Stipulated Order.

In March 2003, Riverside County and Mr. Michael G. Rawls entered into a Settlement Agreement for site clean up.

On November 12, 2003, a Motion to Enter Judgment was filed with Riverside County Superior Court. The Court found that petitioners Mr. Michael G. Rawls and Mr. Shawn M. Rawls violated the provisions of the Settlement Agreement by failing to remove the waste stockpiles from the property in a timely manner, as required by the Settlement Agreement. The Judgment was certified on November 18, 2003.

In December 2003, Program and LEA staff visited the site and observed that the owner/operator is making progress in removing the stockpiled materials with an estimated completion date by the Spring 2004.  If the owner/operator fails to complete the cleanup of the site the LEA has requested assistance under the Program to ensure a Spring 2004 completion date. 

Expended funds may be recoverable from the property owners and other responsible parties in a civil action brought by the Board [Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 48023(c)] and/or by imposing a lien upon the real property owned by the property owners that is subject to the remedial action [PRC Section 48023.5(a)].
Pursuant PRC Section 48023(a), staff recommend cost recovery be pursued to the extent possible.  Here the County has agreed to remit to the Board the aforementioned $100,000 presently being held as a Certificate of Deposit as partial cost recovery.  In addition, the Judgment provides in part that the Court shall schedule a hearing to determine the County’s costs of abating and removing the waste (beyond the $100,000 already received), and that the Court would then award such costs in the Final Judgment.  The County has agreed to attempt to obtain such an award for the Board’s costs (as an alternative to proceeding with a Board lien and/or civil action), and the proceeds from such a Judgment would then be remitted to the Board upon collection.
CEQA:  CEQA requirements will be met through a Notice of Exemption.

Support:  Staff have not received any written support at the time this item was submitted for publication.

Opposition:  Staff have not received any written opposition at the time this item was submitted for publication.

