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SHELDON-ARLETA LANDFILL GAS SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

Proposed Remediation Project: The Sheldon-Arleta Landfill is a closed site owned by the City of Los Angeles (City) Bureau of Sanitation and needs improvements to its landfill gas system to protect the community from potentially changing landfill gas conditions at the site.  The site has been a long-term concern of the surrounding community and sits adjacent to residential areas and the Francis Polytechnic High School.  This grant application proposes a landfill gas system improvement project in coordination with the City’s Bureau of Sanitation and the Recreation and Parks Department development of the site as a public recreational facility.

The site is not presently in violation of the Board’s gas control regulations (27 CCR 20919). However, the site is adjoined by a groundwater recharge basin, which is used to recharge aquifers in the area to meet specific goals under the control of the Upper Los Angeles River Watermaster.  This Watermaster apparently intends to increase recharge rates in accordance with their goals, which has the potential to increase gas production and divert gas flow toward the other site boundaries, which border housing areas and the Francis Polytechnic High School.  Thus, the City is taking a proactive approach by expanding the system to reduce the risk of increased landfill gas migration off-site and keep gas concentration levels below the regulatory limit.

The landfill gas system improvements include increasing the system’s capacity by almost four times by increasing the sizes of he wells and the flare station capacity, moving the system underground, moving the flare station to a safer location on the site away from the high school, and installing of methane warning devices and a utility vault.  

The Sheldon-Arleta Landfill is located in the Sun Valley area, a community with a high percentage of minority and low-income residences.

The grant application for this project was evaluated and scored using the process and scoring criteria that were approved by the Board in June 2003.  The grant proposal exceeded the required minimum score of 60 points.

Cost Estimate: The total project cost is estimated at $2,750,000.  The City has requested that the Board provide matching funding for eligible costs of up to $750,000.  Matching funds of $750,000 will be derived from the City in the form of cash and in-kind services to implement the improvements to the gas system, including replacing underground headers and laterals, retrofit costs of existing wells, installation of new wells, monitoring system improvements, and other related services.

Site Prioritization: Based on the degree of risk to public health and safety and the environment posed by conditions at the site, the prioritization category is A1.  Priority A1 is a suspected condition of pollution or nuisance from solid waste based on comparison with state minimum standards with significant residential, industrial, park, recreation, or environmentally sensitive areas within 1,000 feet.

Enforcement Actions and Cost Recovery: The Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) reports that no regulatory violations for gas control at the site.  However, there is significant potential for migration of landfill gas to nearby residences and a school that is adjacent to the site.  In addition, the neighboring community has expressed concerns to the City over impacts of the site and landfill gas on their health and safety. 

The Board may award matching grants to public entities to cleanup (among other sites) publicly operated solid waste disposal and codisposal sites that have always operated as public facilities.  As a grant is essentially a bestowal of funds, cost recovery is not an issue in those cases, even though the public entity grantee is the “responsible party” for the cleanup.
As with all matching grants, the public entities’ need for the funds is to be considered.  The City has expressed that the current statewide and City budget crises have severely hampered the City’s ability to fund additional improvements at its solid waste sites.  The City currently faces a $300 million dollar budget shortfall for 2004.  Many of its programs will be underfunded or not funded at all.  Board staff have reviewed this information and concur with the applicant's determination of financial need.

Support:  A letter of support dated May 18, 2004, from City of Los Angeles District 6 Councilmember Tony Cardenas is included in the grant application.

Opposition:  Staff have not received any written opposition at the time this item was submitted for publication.

