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CALIFORNIA INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT BOARD

Resolution 2005-78 (Revised)
Discussion And Consideration Of Conversion Technology Report To The Legislature
WHEREAS, the 2003-2004 Waste Composition Study indicates that approximately 40 million tons of waste is landfilled in California; and

WHEREAS, Zero Waste is a primary goal of the Board’s strategic plan; and
WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 2770, Chapter 740, Statutes of 2002, was signed by Governor Davis in September 2002 and required the CIWMB to research and evaluate new and emerging non-combustion thermal, chemical, and biological technologies and submit a report to the Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, The CIWMB contracted with the University of California to conduct an analysis of conversion technology processes and products; and 

WHEREAS, The CIWMB also contracted with RTI, International to conduct life cycle and market impact analyses of conversion technologies; and

WHEREAS, these peer reviewed reports served as the major source of information for the CIWMB Conversion Technology Report to the Legislature, which support the following major findings: 

1. Conversion technologies are distinct from landfills and incineration, and can result in substantial environmental benefits for California, including the production of renewable energy, reduced dependency on fossil fuels, and reduction of greenhouse gases.

2. Conversion technologies can enhance landfill diversion efforts and can be complementary to the existing recycling infrastructure.  The Board requirements for diversion eligibility for such facilities require that conversion technology facilities complement the local infrastructure and that they maintain or enhance the environmental benefits and economic sustainability of the integrated waste management system.

3. Conversion technologies would be expected to meet federal, state, and local air emissions requirements.  Local air districts in California are best equipped to review and condition conversion technology facilities.

4. Definitions of conversion technologies in current statute are scientifically inaccurate, and should be amended.

WHEREAS, CIWMB staff conducted stakeholder workshops to discuss prior to preparation of the Conversion Technology Report To The Legislature; and 

(over)
WHEREAS, CIWMB staff accepted written comments and has considered stakeholder comments and amended the Report based on the stakeholders comments.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board adopts Option 1 and the Conversion Technology Report To The Legislature, including the following policy recommendations:  

1. The definition of “conversion technology” approved by the Board in Resolution Number 2002-177 be promulgated in law, and that more specific definitions of various conversion technologies be developed during a regulatory process.  
2. The existing definition of “gasification” is scientifically inaccurate and should be deleted.  
3. The “transformation” definition be amended to mean the combustion or incineration of solid waste.

4. Conversion technologies are distinct from landfills and incineration.

5. The Legislature should consider some level of diversion credit for conversion technology facilities in accordance with the conditions set forth in Resolution 2002-177; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board directs staff to forward the Report through Cal/EPA and the Governor to the Legislature; and

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned Executive Director, or his designee, of the California Integrated Waste Management Board does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the California Integrated Waste Management Board held on March 15-16, 2005.

Dated:  March 15, 2005
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY
Mark Leary

Executive Director
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