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 1215 K STREET, SUITE 1650   SACRAMENTO, CA 95814    PHONE: 916-447-4806   FAX: 916-448-3154    WEB: WWW.RCRCNET.ORG 

July 30, 2012  
 
 
 
Ms. Caroll Mortensen, Director 
Department of Resources, Recycling and Recovery  
1001 I Street  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Transmit via Email: BeverageContainerReform@calrecycle.ca.gov. 
 
RE: Beverage Container Recycling Program Reforms 
 
Dear Director Mortensen: 
 

On behalf of the Regional Council of Rural Counties, we appreciate the 
opportunity to provide comments on the Beverage Container Recycling Program 
(BCRP) reforms that are currently under discussion and review within your Department 
of Resources, Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle).  

 
As you are know, RCRC is composed of members of the Boards of Supervisors 

from each of our 31 member counties.   In addition, 22 member counties have formed a 
joint powers authority to address solid waste issues for our respective counties.  In 
many cases, these counties operate or contract for collection services, transfer stations, 
recycling centers, municipal waste disposal landfills, and household hazardous waste 
collection programs.   
 

We understand the Recycling Fund has a structural deficit and the long-term 
viability of the BCRP is of serious concern. We concur that reforms are needed to 
address the structural deficit of the Fund and ensure the integrity of the Program.  
RCRC looks forward in the coming months to participate in a collaborative effort with 
interested parties to address the issue. 
 

We want to point out up front that there are two critical payments from 
unredeemed monies of concern to rural counties: 1) the “Handling Fee”; and 2) the 
City/County Payment.   
 

Handling Fees.  In most rural areas, recyclers of beverage containers are also 
the same entities that recycle all types of commodities (cardboard, non-CRV plastic and 
glass containers, copper, etc.)  These recyclers are an important component of our 
counties’ AB 939 programs.  Due to the low populations and relatively low volumes of 
materials handled and distance to markets, these recyclers rely on the handling fees to 
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