
 
 

 

          
    

 
        

   
 

               
           
         

       
           

         
        

    
 

             
          

           
              

          
               

            
            
             

    
 

             
            

           
            

         
     

 

              
            

            
            

          
             

           
             

    
 

          
         

        

Items for Consideration as Possible 2013 Changes To 
California Carpet Stewardship Plan 

Submitted by All Progressive Solutions – Dave Fowler 
June 21, 2013 

1.	 Landfill Tipping Fees. Achievement of the two goals of AB 2398 i.e. increasing 
diversion of carpet waste from landfills and recycling it into new marketable 
products, continues to be undermined by price competition among disposal 
alternatives and participants, with some carpet collectors and some landfills 
charging tipping fees as low as $30 per ton. This fee structure cuts the legs out 
from under any recycling effort, encourages landfill disposal as the most 
economic method, and even threatens the survival of recyclers and processors in 
the industry. 

2.	 Terminology and Definitions in the CARE Plan. Terminology in the CARE 
Plan, including definitions and the treatment of diversion and recycling concepts 
and activities, needs to present a clear path for prospective processors to follow. 
This should will result in the diversion and recycling of all of the carpet waste, 
including not only nylon but also the PET materials and the carcass leftovers 
after harvesting of the nylon so that “diversion” and “recycling” apply to all of the 
carpet waste. The terms “high value” and “low value”, and the remuneration 
structure they attempt to describe, should be re-examined and revised to assure 
diversion and recycling of the large volume of “low value” materials like PET by 
appropriate incentives. 

3.	 Structure of CARE Incentives. The CARE Plan should recognize the true costs 
of diversion and product development and work with CalRecycle to see that such 
costs are accommodated in the CARE program by a proper balance between 
tipping fees and CARE incentives. The level of CARE incentives for diversion 
and recycling should complement cost-realistic tipping fees for landfill disposal 
alternatives. 

4.	 Duration of CARE Incentives. There should be a two to three-year incentive 
program for the introduction and market establishment of new recycled products. 
This would be a good use of the CARE Funds collected from the California 
residents, and would promote the creation of new green jobs and start up 
businesses in the recycling industry in California. Incentives should be structured 
to bring the products to market so that in two to three years the products would 
become self-sustaining, allowing CARE to re-evaluate and determine at what 
point the volume of carpet being diverted from the landfill is adequate to allow 
discontinuance of further incentives.. 

5.	 Purchase of Recycled Carpet Waste Products by Governmental Agencies. 
CARE and CAL Recycle should intensify efforts to encourage California 
governmental agencies to purchase of recycled products created by this 

1 




 
 

 

        
 

 

             
       

  
 

          
            

             
            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
    

   
   

 
  

 

program, such as green infrastructure systems using recycled materials and 
products. 

6.	 CARE Committee for Entrepreneurs. CARE could create a new committee to 
work with entrepreneurs on incentive programs for new products meeting the 
objectives of AB2398. 

7.	 Carpet Content Labeling. CARE should work with manufacturers to facilitate 
labeling imprinted on the backing of new carpet with the international numbering 
system for plastics 1 through 7. This would encourage recycling in rural areas by 
reducing the present cost of content detection in waste carpet materials. 

Dave Fowler 
All Progressive Solutions, LLC 
741 Shady Glen 
Martinez, CA 94553 

925-250-4402 voice 
dfowler555@att.net 
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