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The objective of Task 5a is to develop a list of recommended paper towel and bathroom tissue products based on specific environmental attributes.  The choice of this category is based on the priority-setting work in Task 2, where household/commercial paper (e.g., bathroom tissue; paper hand towels) emerged as the first priority product category, based on total annual state expenditures, improvement potential, and potential environmental and/or health impacts.

We reviewed published environmental standards for this category, including those of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), State of California, U.S. Department of the Interior, and Green Seal.  We determined target criteria for purposes of these lists: maximizing recycled fiber content, using alternatives to elemental chlorine bleach
, and avoiding use of fragrance or perfumes.  Recommended paper towels should be 100% recycled content, meet the USEPA’s guideline of at least 40% post-consumer waste, and be unbleached or process chlorine free.  Bathroom tissue should be 100% recycled content, have at least 20% post-consumer waste (per USEPA’s guideline), and be either unbleached or process chlorine free.

To identify environmentally preferable bathroom tissue and paper towel products, we compiled a list of 50 companies from several sources that were reported to produce or distribute recycled content paper products.  We contacted company representatives to determine if they had potentially suitable products and collected information in the form of a brief written survey, product literature provided by the company, product information available on the company’s internet web site, or other literature available on recently updated web sites about recycled products.  The following information on relevant characteristics was collected for each paper towel and bathroom tissue product:

· Whether the product is available for purchase in California.

· Recycled content, i.e., percent of both total recycled fiber and post-consumer recycled fiber.

· The bleaching process used, specifically, if the product is unbleached, process chlorine free, or elemental chlorine free.

· Whether the product contains any perfumes or fragrances.

Table 1 presents recommended bathroom tissue products, based on this information.  Table 2 presents recommended paper towel products, based on this information.  Fragrance information is not included in the table because we determined that all the products were fragrance-free.  Recommended  products in the tables meet the target criteria stated above, except where noted in the tables.

We also reviewed existing State purchasing contracts for paper towels and bathroom tissue.   California spends $2.6 million on the average per year on “household and commercial paper products,” which includes bathroom tissue and paper towels.  The State of California has three contracts with suppliers of these products:

· Grainger, janitorial supplies (including paper towels and bathroom tissue), expiring April 2003, contract no. 1-98-79-55.

· Unisource Worldwide (a Georgia Pacific company), paper hand towels, expiring August 8, 2002, contract no. 1-00-85-33.

· J.M. Enterprise, toilet tissue, expiring August 15, 2002, contract no. 1-00-85-34.

Of the recommended products, the following are available through Grainger:

· Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program, paper towel, C-fold, Grainger item # 5MN34

· Georgia Pacific, paper towel, Envision Acclaim, Economy Singlefold, Grainger item #4CJ74.

· Georgia Pacific, bathroom tissue, Envision Acclaim jumbo roll tissue, Grainger item #4KT76.

· Georgia Pacific, bathroom tissue, Envision Acclaim standard roll bathroom tissue, one ply, Grainger item #s 2U252 and 4KT82.

· Georgia Pacific, bathroom tissue, Envision Preference two ply, Grainger item #s 3JG97, 2U247, and 1D508.

· Georgia Pacific, bathroom tissue, Envision Acclaim two ply, Grainger item #s 2U253 and 4KT81.

Table 1. Recommended Bathroom Tissue Products

	Manufacturer

(Bathroom Tissue)
	Product Names
	Distributors*
	Recycled Content
	Bleaching Process
	Notes

	Georgia Pacific

(404) 652-4000

http://www.gp.com
	Envision (Acclaim, Preference, Preference Ultra)


	Grainger  

http://www.grainger.com 

The Real Earth Environmental Company 

(310) 457-6331

http://www.treeco.com 

Treecycle

(406) 586-5287

http://www.treecycle.com
A-C Paper & Supply Company (Acclaim)

(510) 527-0841

http://www.acpaper.com 

J.C. Paper (Acclaim)

(510) 568-6604

http://www.jcpaper.com 

Mountain People’s Warehouse

(800) 679-2733

http://www.mtnpeoples.com
Xpedx – Packaging & Facility Supplies (Acclaim, Preference)

(800) 468-0204 

http://www.xpedx.com 

Monahan Paper (Preference)

(510) 835-4670


	100% recycled

>20% postconsumer
	Available as unbleached


	

	Bay West

(800) 723 0001

http://www.baywestpaper.com
	Ecosoft
	Ernest Paper

(323) 583-6561

California Janitorial

(408) 286-8141

Unisource Maintenance Supply Systems

(925) 598-6400

(800) 767-5677

Keene Sanitary Supply

(510) 632-3000
	100% recycled

20% postconsumer
	Unbleached
	

	Princess Paper, Inc.

(323) 588 4777
	Imperial
	Princess Paper, Inc.

(323) 588 4777
	100% recycled

>35% postconsumer
	Process chlorine free
	

	Earth Friendly

(800) 335-3267

http://www.ecos.com
	Earth Friendly
	Mountain People’s Warehouse

(800) 679-2733

http://www.mtnpeoples.com 
	100% recycled 

35% postconsumer
	Process chlorine free 
	

	Marcal Paper Mills

(201) 796-4000

http://www.marcalpaper.com
	Bathroom Tissue
	The Real Earth Environmental Company

(310) 457-6331

http://www.treeco.com
Bunzl Los Angeles

(714) 658-1900

http://www.bunzldistribution.com
Office Depot

(800) 685-8800

http://www.officedepot.com
Office Max

(800) 788-8080

http://www.officemax.com
	100% recycled

>60% postconsumer
	Process chlorine free
	Manufactures 100% total recycled content in all of its paper products.

 

	Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program; c/o National Industries for the Blind

(800) 433-2304

http://www.jwod.com/
	“Kick Butt” bathroom tissue paper, and other bathroom tissues as identified by product number
	Available through the Javits-Wagner-O’Day website

http://www.jwod.com
	100% recycled

>30% postconsumer


	Process chlorine free
	Product no.

 962P500S (“Kick Butt”

8540-00-NIB-0025

8540-00-530-3770

8540-01-380-0690


* Note: Bolded distributors are those currently under contract by the State of California for the corresponding products.
Table 2.  Recommended Paper Towel Products

	Manufacturer

(Paper Towels)
	Product

Names
	Distributors*
	Recycled Content
	Bleaching Process
	Notes

	Georgia Pacific

(404) 652-4000

http://www.gp.com
	Envision (Acclaim, Preference, Preference Ultra)


	Grainger

http://www.grainger.com
Unisource Worldwide

Enterprise Blvd. W.

Sacramento, CA  95691
The Real Earth Environmental Company 

(310) 457-6331

http://www.treeco.com 

Treecycle 

(406) 586-5287

http://www.treecycle.com
A-C Paper & Supply Company (Acclaim)

(510) 527-0841

http://www.acpaper.com 

J.C. Paper (Acclaim)

(510) 568-6604

http://www.jcpaper.com 

Mountain People’s Warehouse

(800) 679-2733

http://www.mtnpeoples.com 

Xpedx – Packaging & Facility Supplies (Acclaim, Preference)

(800) 468-0204 

http://www.xpedx.com 

Mission Peak Supply (Preference)

(510) 651-229

Monahan Paper

(510) 835-4670
	100% recycled 

40-45% postconsumer
	Available as unbleached 


	 “Envision” is a commercial line available in three quality levels: Acclaim, Preference, Preference Ultra.

	Bay West

(800) 723 0001

http://www.baywestpapercom.
	Ecosoft
	Ernest Paper

(323) 583-6561

California Janitorial

(408) 286-8141

Unisource Maintenance Supply Systems

(925) 598-6400

(800) 767-5677

Keene Sanitary Supply

(510) 632-3000
	100% recycled

40% postconsumer
	Unbleached
	

	Seventh Generation

(802) 658 3773

http://www.seventhgeneration.com
	White Paper Towel


	Treecycle

(406) 586-5287

http://www.treecycle.com 

Earth Care

(707) 468-9292

http://www.gaiam.com/
Mountain People’s Warehouse

(800) 679-2733

http://www.mtnpeoples.com
	100% recycled

80% postconsumer
	Process Chlorine Free
	

	
	Natural Paper Towel
	
	100% recycled

100% postconsumer
	Unbleached
	

	Marcal Paper Mills

(201)796-4000

http://www.marcalpaper.com

	Multi-fold Towels


	The Real Earth Environmental Company

(310) 457-6331

http://www.treeco.com
Office Depot

(800) 685-8800

http://www.officedepot.com
Office Max

 (800) 788-8080

http://www.officemax.com

	100% recycled

60% postconsumer


	Process chlorine free 
	Manufactures 100% total recycled content in all of its paper products.



	Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program; c/o National Industries for the Blind

(800) 433-2304

http://www.jwod.com/

	Paper towel, C-fold
	Available through the Javits-Wagner-O’Day website

 http://www.jwod.com
Grainger

http://www.grainger.com
	80% recycled

40% postconsumer
	Unbleached and/or process chlorine free 
	Less than 100% recycled content



	
	Paper towel, Single Fold
	
	100% recycled

90% postconsumer
	Process chlorine free 
	

	SCA Tissue

(866) 722-6659

http://www.scatissue.com

	Encore 


	Greenline Paper Company (Encore)

(717) 845-8697

http://www.greenlinepaper.com
A-C Paper & Supply Company

(510) 527-0841

http://www.acpaper.com 

The Real Earth Environmental Company

(310) 457-6331

http://www.treeco.com 
	100% recycled

40% postconsumer
	Process chlorine free 
	

	
	Second Nature

 
	
	100% recycled

40% postconsumer
	Unbleached
	

	Princess Paper, Inc.

(323) 588 4777


	Imperial
	Princess Paper, Inc.

(323) 588 4777
	100% recycled

>35% postconsumer
	Process chlorine free
	Less than 40% postconsumer


* Note: Bolded distributors are those currently under contract by the State of California for the corresponding products.

� It is not known what bleaching processes, if any, were used previously for recycled paper fiber.  Therefore, the information on bleaching presented here refers only to the process of making the products themselves.   The recommended products are either unbleached, process chlorine free, or elemental chlorine free.  Process chlorine free bleaching uses oxygen-based bleaching agents, such as peroxide or ozone, rather than chlorine-based bleach, so that no chlorine was used in producing the recycled product.  Elemental chlorine free bleaching uses chlorine dioxide instead of chlorine gas. 
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