Outcome of the Executive Advisory Committee Meeting

The Executive Advisory Committee for the Unified Education Strategy met last week to discuss S.B. 373 and the proposed components of the Unified Education Strategy. The Strategy calls for collaboration at the state level between Cal/EPA’s Office of Integrated Education, the Department of Education, State Board of Education, and Secretary of Education. At the same time, it calls for collaboration at the local level, within a school or school district, to implement programs that incorporate environmental concepts into teaching and campus practices. 

The Executive Advisory Committee reviewed and discussed the Strategy’s proposed components. These include: a. background research (educator needs assessment and EIC impact), b. development of curricula, manuals, grants, and professional development and technical training for teachers), c. implementation, including ongoing professional development, technical training, programming for both service-learning and environmental systems management on campus; and d. evaluation of the impact on both academics and environmental systems management. 

The Committee was supportive of all proposed phases of development. Some issues were raised that we look forward to discussing in detail during the Steering Committee meeting. These include the need to receive support from school administration, the importance of distributing grant monies to demographically and geographically diverse populations, the logistics of offering technical support to teachers, consideration of creating materials aligned to district-adopted textbooks, the structure of the proposed curricula and resource manuals, and the importance of aligning the effort to the initiatives identified in the recently published State EE Plan, Education & the Environment.       

