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Key Elements of the Act
• Consumers Pay Advance

Recycling Fee
– Point of Sale Collection

• DTSC’s Role:
– Scope of products determinations
– Enforcement Actions 
– Inspections of Recyclers
– Restrictions on Hazardous Substances 

(ROHS)
– Export Notifications

• CIWMB Will Disburse Payments
– Approve collectors and recyclers for 

participation in payment program
– Process claims for funds
– Development of environmentally 

preferred purchasing criteria for state 
agencies.

Disassembly



Electronic Waste Recycling Act
Scope of Products 
DTSC has tested devices to see if they are hazardous.
• To date, DTSC has designated CRTs, CRT devices 

(CRT TVs and Monitors), LCD monitors, laptop 
computers, LCD TVs and Plasma TVs. Screen size > 4 
inches. 

• Determinations listed by emergency regulations adopted 
June 7, 2004 and December 27, 2004 (Plasmas and 
LCD TVs).  Found in CCR, Title 22, Division 4.5, Chapter 
11, Appendix X.  Text of regulations at: 
www.dtsc.ca.gov/LawsRegulationsPolicies/index.html#E
mergencyRegulations



Electronic Waste Recycling Act

• New Emergency Regulations:
– Approved by OAL on Monday, April 11, 2005
– Provides that “…(2) A manufacturer who 

distributes any covered electronic device for 
which a notice was not provided as required 
in subsection (b)(1)[April 1 notice provisions], 
shall provide the notice to the retailer(s) no 
later than the date the retailer(s) first receives 
the covered electronic device…”



Electronic Waste Recycling Act

• New Emergency Regs Continued…
– Provide that notification is based on 

“viewable” screen size
– “…viewable screen size means the diagonal 

measurement of the output surface, as 
viewed by the operator of the covered 
electronic device, excluding any plastic, wood, 
metal, or other bezel material that surrounds 
the video display surface.”



Electronic Waste Recycling Act
• Eliminates the specific requirement for model numbers 

and provides that the notice shall include: “(D) At least 
one of the following: the product group or family, model 
number or series, part number or series, or a similar 
descriptor for each covered electronic device that will 
enable the retailers to determine that the electronic 
device is a covered electronic device. For example, a 
notification could include a statement such as “All (brand 
name) XYZ series, 15-inch through 21-inch, LCD-
desktop computer monitors and all bundled computer 
systems containing these monitors,” rather than 
delineating each XYZ monitor individually.”



Electronic Waste Recycling Act

• Scope of Devices……
• Questions regarding exemptions (PRC 

42463(f):
– Vehicle VDD’s installed by manufacturer
– VDD “contained within, or part of a piece of 

industrial, commercial, or medical 
equipment..”

– VDD contained w/in a clothes washer/dryers, 
refrigerator, freezer, microwave, oven/range, 
dishwasher, air conditioner, dehumidifier..



Electronic Waste Recycling Act

DTSC Emergency Regulations  
– Alternative Management Standards (AMS). 

• Cover scope of covered electronic devices
• Specify management standards for notification, 

disassembly, processing, record keeping, 
labeling, closure, FA/FR.

• www.dtsc.ca.gov/LawsRegulationsPolicies/index.
html#EmergencyRegulations

• Will start Restriction of Hazardous Substance 
(ROHS) regs in late 2005.



Enforcement for SB 20
- DTSC will inspect recyclers annually
- Recyclers must have DTSC inspection 

prior to eligibility for payment
- DTSC and CUPAs will investigate 

complaints

Electronic Waste Recycling Act



Inspection Results:

• The Good…….



More good…..



The Bad…



More Bad…



The UglyThe Ugly……



More Ugly…



Inspection Results:

• Summary of Recycler Inspections:
– 39% had no violations
– 61% had some form of violation
– 7% had Class I violations (“non 

conformance”)
• No Closure Cost Estimate
• No Financial Responsibility/Financial Assurance
• Release of hazardous waste to the environment



Inspection Results:

• 43% had Class II violations
– Failure to manage CRTs to prevent breakage
– Failure to conduct treatment over a container

• 22% had minor violations
– Failure to notify DTSC 
– Labeling violations
– No training records



Approved Recyclers and Collectors

• Continuing facility inspections and 
frantically processing applications:
– 31 approved recyclers (all dual entities)
– 171 approved collectors
– Total 202 approved collectors
– Approximately 35 applications pending, 

mostly collectors



Strategies to Assess Compliance

• Forms and 
Checklists:

• Inspection Checklists
– http://www.dtsc.ca.gov

/HazardousWaste/CR
Ts/SB20.html

• Notification of Intent 
to Handle (1382) and 
to Treat (1388)



Electronic Waste Recycling Act

Export
- DTSC revising draft fact for exporters
- Requirements consistent w/ HW regs
- Staff is still researching international laws
- May do regulations down the road.
- DTSC to notify importing country’s 

environmental compliance agency of 
export.



Regulations
• The DTSC regulations specify management standards for 

handling hazardous waste and identify covered electronic 
devices:

www.dtsc.ca.gov/LawsRegulationsPolicies/ind
ex.html#EmergencyRegulations



Approval of 
Collectors and Recyclers 

The CIWMB, in collaboration with DTSC, 
evaluates applications from Collectors and/or 
Recyclers 

• Collectors must:
– notify DTSC of their intent to handle hazardous 

universal wastes (DTSC form 1382)
– submit an application to CIWMB (Form 186)



Approval of 
Collectors and Recyclers 

Recyclers must: 

• notify DTSC of their intent to handle and treat
hazardous wastes (DTSC form 1388)

• submit an application to CIWMB

• be inspected by DTSC and be found to be in 
conformance with all applicable laws, regulations 
and ordinances

A list of approved applicants is presented at: 
www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Electronics/Act2003/Recovery/Approved/



What’s Next?
• Insure compliance with hazardous waste regulations 

and minimize opportunity for fraud via audits and 
enforcement

• DTSC evaluating what will be the next generation of 
CEDs.  

• Finalize emergency regulations – We Need Input!

• Stay tuned for further amendments to the EWRA

• Ride the wave of ewaste!



Questions?

• Karl Palmer, Chief                     Regulatory 
and Program Development Branch                  
DTSC
kpalmer@dtsc.ca.gov
(916) 445-2625
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