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I in 6 children now have a 
learning or developmental 
disability.
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the 1990s.

I in 6 children now have a 
learning or developmental 
disability.

Nationally, autism has 
increased from  less than 3 
per 10,000 in the 1970s to 
more than 30 per 10,000 in 
the 1990s.



What’s Going On? 
More Cancer

What’s Going On? 
More Cancer

In 1964, a women’s lifetime 
risk from breast cancer in 
the United States was 1 in 
20.
Today the risk in 1 in 7.

Between 1950 and 2001 the 
incidence of cancer in all 
sites went up 86%

In 1964, a women’s lifetime 
risk from breast cancer in 
the United States was 1 in 
20.
Today the risk in 1 in 7.

Between 1950 and 2001 the 
incidence of cancer in all 
sites went up 86%



What’s Going On? 
We Don’t Know

What’s Going On? 
We Don’t Know



New Information from the Emerging 
Field of Environmental Health
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CDC 
biomonitoring 
studies show 
that 1 in 10 
women have 
mercury blood 
levels that 
pose a threat 
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damage to their 
fetus.
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Sometimes It’s the HostSometimes It’s the Host

Age
Genetics
Weight
Drugs that a 
person

may be taking 
Pregnancy status
Sensitivities
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Sometimes It’s Cumulative Effects 
and Synergies



Cord blood of 10 babies born in 
August and September, 2004
Tested for 413 chemicals in 9 
classes
Found 287 in all 9 classes, 
including
•Mercury
•Dioxins
•Polybrominated diphenyl ethers 
(PBDEs)



Synergies between a Chemical and a Virus
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drugs, including 
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Ourselves, Our 
Community, Our 

Country?
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Voluntary Actions
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Sometimes It’s Cumulative Effects 
and Synergies



The right 
to bear 
children 
who are 
born free 
of toxic 
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ResourcesResources

www.commonweal.org
www.noharm.org
www.healthandenvironment.org
www.ourstolenfuture.org
www.ewg.org
www.h2e-online.org
www.safecosmetics.org
www.gghc.org
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