
These materials were developed under the auspices 
of CalRecycle for specific technical training 
presentations and are posted as reference 
documents for the local government and CalRecycle
staff who attended this technical training series. They 
are not intended to stand alone as informational or 
training materials. 

If you require assistance in obtaining access to the 
presentations, call the Public Affairs Office at (916) 
341‐6300 or Dennis Corcoran at (916) 341‐6395.



in Santa Cruz County, 
California



News Stories

• MSW Management, June 2007
• Santa Cruz Sentinel, September 15, 2008



Partners

All jurisdictions in Santa Cruz County



Pre-Survey
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“How do you dispose of your expired or unused pharmaceuticals?”

EcoCruz On-line poll, March 2008
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Website: www.sharpmedsolutions.org
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Public Outreach

Tabling at “Caregiver University” event



Retail Take-Back Site

Chain Pharmacy
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Retail Take-Back Site
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Chain pharmacy - Walgreens
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Retail Take-Back Site

Local pharmacy
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Local pharmacy – Horsnyder’s
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Coupon for Red Container

Available at participating pharmacies



Sharps Processing
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Advanced Waste Solutions



Sharps Processing
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Advanced Waste Solutions



Sharps Processing
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Advanced Waste Solutions



Pharmaceuticals Processing

Packaging for 
shipment to
out-of-state 
incineration

Advanced Waste Solutions



Take-Back Sites



Collection Results
Initial Pharmaceutical Collection Program

Sponsored by the City and County of Santa Cruz
(Collection Quantities in Pounds)

Aug. 2007 –
Jul. 2008

Pharmacies 
in

Santa Cruz

Pharmacies 
in 

Watsonville

Santa Cruz 
Police Dept.

HHW
Sites

Total 
Collected

Average 
Monthly 

Collection

(Number of sites) (3) (2) (1) (4) (10)

Sharps (9) 1126 123 0 194 1443 120

Pharmaceuticals (8) 811 0 55 405* 1271 106

* Based on an approximation that pharmaceutical waste was about 1% of the total HHW waste for the year, which was 40,500 lbs.



Collection Results
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Total of 30 take-back sites.  Prior Year included 10 sites; 8 Pharms and 9 Sharps.

Pharms does not include an estimated 34 lbs./mo. at HHW sites mixed with poisons.



Program Overview

Program in operation 1+ year
Number of take-back sites 30 sites
Number of pickups 262 pickups
Sharps collected 3,577 lbs.
Pharmaceuticals collected 5,972 lbs.
Total collections 9,549 lbs.
Cost of pickups $18,069



Take-Back Site Detail

Typical Site Monthly Maximum Minimum

Pickups 1 per month weekly yearly

Collections 30 lbs. 89 lbs. 7 lbs.

Cost per pound $1.86 $6.86 $1.14

Cost per pickup $55.54 $114 $48

Cost per month $57.39 $261 $4

For the 5 month period March-July 2009
collections remained steady at 31 pickups per month



2-door Take Back Express by dVault Companies

Pharms Collection Box



Dual-key 
system 
option

Pharms Collection Box

Single-door Take Back Express by dVault Companies



Pharms Mailback

• Pre-paid postage and processing by incineration

• Tracking system accessible on-line

MailAway by Sharps, Inc.



Funding

2007                2008                 2009               2010

• City of Santa Cruz 
Wastewater 
Facility

• County of Santa 
Cruz Sanitation 
District

• Private medical 
waste hauler 
Advanced Waste 
Solutions

• Household 
Hazardous Waste 
Facilities

• CIWMB HHW Grant

• Local government 
agency in-kind 
contributions

• Household 
Hazardous Waste 
Facilities

• State 
legislation?

• Funding appeal 
to local and 
national 
businesses?

• Take-back site 
operators?

• Household 
Hazardous 
Waste Facilities

No 
program



Jeffrey Smedberg
Recycling Programs Coordinator

County of Santa Cruz
Public Works Department
701 Ocean St., Rm. 410
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

(831) 454‐2160
recycle@co.santa‐cruz.ca.us
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