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COMPOSTABLE MATERIALS REGULATIONS

OIMP IMPLEMENTATION WORKSHOP QUESTIONS

March 2003

Directions:
Answer the questions with a specific composting operation of concern in mind.

1).
Are there people around the operation that are capable of smelling an odor and attributing that odor to the site?  A smell or scent becomes an odor when someone finds that smell disagreeable, and that someone becomes an odor receptor.  When trying to identify receptors, consider:  

a.
proximity, odors can diffuse and stick

b.
meteorology, convection and inversion move odors 

c. topography, odors can roll down hill 

d. land use history, picnics and submarine races respond to odors

e. contributing odor sources, odors can belong to many anthropocentric pursuits 

2).
Are there wastes/materials received by the operation that are inherently “odorous”?  The operation has must have a strategy to deal with odorous materials that arrive at the site.  Even rejection of materials that show up at the site may generate an odor event.  The operator must have methods to control the type and amount of materials coming on-site, such as:

a.
off-site pre-treatment of materials

b.
odor-screening and load-checking procedures  

c. written load-rejection policy with front gate notice signage

d. contacts and agreements with material providers

3).
Odors may be generated during normal operations, does the operator have methods to address incidents of odors?  Continuous operational odors may be difficult to detect.  Identification of odors and adjustments in operations require a coordinated response including:

a.
written procedures for odor-based, on- and off-site operational adjustments in material receipt, processing, and handling 

b. designated off-site odor assessment sites

c. neighbor/community odor event feedback

d. relationship with EA for notification of odor events and operational adjustments

e. odor complaint response policy and procedure with community outreach

f. compostable material removal criteria and off-site facility agreements

4).
Are there seasonal events that tend to generate periodic intense odor events?  The operators must anticipate circumstances that lead to odors migrating off-site.  Contingencies for rains and winds are necessary for site to continue operations.  Preparations may include:


a.
seasonal moisture adjustments and “field capacity” measurements

b. feedstock and product accumulation adjustments

c. scheduled pre-season grading and site preparation 

d. on-site meteorological equipment, like wind-socks and rain gauges  

e. written procedures for forecasted weather event, odor-based, on- and off-site operational adjustments in material receipt, processing, and handling

Section 17863.4. 
Odor Impact Minimization Plan.

(a) All compostable material handling operations and facilities shall prepare, implement and maintain a site-specific odor impact minimization plan. A complete plan shall be submitted to the enforcement agency with the Enforcement Agency Notification or permit application.

(b) Odor impact minimization plans shall provide guidance to on-site operation personnel by describing, at a minimum, the following items.  If the operator will not be implementing any of these procedures, the plan shall explain why it is not necessary. 

  (1) an odor monitoring protocol which describes the proximity of possible odor receptors and a method for assessing odor impacts at the locations of the possible odor receptors; and,

  (2) a description of meteorological conditions effecting migration of odors and/or transport of odor-causing material off-site. Seasonal variations that effect wind velocity and direction shall also be described; and, 

  (3) a complaint response protocol; and,

  (4) a description of design considerations and/or projected ranges of optimal operation to be employed in minimizing odor, including method and degree of aeration, moisture content of materials, feedstock characteristics, airborne emission production, process water distribution, pad and site drainage and permeability, equipment reliability, personnel training, weather event impacts, utility service interruptions, and site specific concerns; and,

  (5) a description of operating procedures for minimizing odor, including aeration, moisture management, feedstock quality, drainage controls, pad maintenance, wastewater pond controls, storage practices (e.g., storage time and pile geometry), contingency plans (i.e., equipment, water, power, and personnel), biofiltration, and tarping. 

  (c) The odor impact minimization plan shall be revised to reflect any changes, and a copy shall be provided to the enforcement agency, within 30 days of those changes.

  (d) The odor impact minimization plans shall be reviewed annually by the operator to determine if any revisions are necessary.

  (e) The odor impact minimization plan shall be used by the EA to determine whether or not the operation or facility is following the procedures established by the operator. If the EA determines that the odor impact minimization plan is not being followed, the EA may issue a Notice and Order (pursuant to section 18304) to require the operator to either comply with the odor impact minimization plan or to revise it. 

  (f) If the odor impact minimization plan is being followed, but odor impacts are still occurring, the EA may issue a Notice and Order (pursuant to section 18304) requiring the operator to take additional reasonable and feasible measures to minimize odors.

Section 17867.
General Operating Standards.

(a) All compostable materials handling operations and facilities shall meet the following requirements:

  (2) All handling activities shall be conducted in a manner that minimizes vectors, odor impacts, litter, hazards, nuisances, and noise impacts; and minimizes human contact with, inhalation, ingestion, and transportation of dust, particulates, and pathogenic organisms.
