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In The Beginning …

• Recycling services 
started in 1993

• Two cart system -1 cart 
for newspaper and 1 cart 
for bottles and cans

• Lockable lids with 
cutouts for the type of 
material. 
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1998 Mixed Paper was added …

MIXED PAPER
Junk Mail and Catalogs White and colored copy 

paper
Computer Paper Printer Paper
Food Boxes - such as 
cereal, cracker and cake 
mix boxes 

Department Store Boxes –
such as gift and shoe 
boxes

Cardboard Newspaper and Magazines
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Residents with very limited space within their 
units were sorting three waste streams –

trash, mixed paper and containers. 
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2005-2006

• Chula Vista was awarded $165,000 recycling grant from 
the California Department of Conservation – Division of 
Recycling.

• Allied Waste Services donated another $50,000 for bin 
construction and service implementation.

• This partnership allowed Chula Vista to enhance and 
revitalize the recycling program for multi-family residents.
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Program Enhancements
No More Sorting! 

Converting to the same single-stream 
recycling program that single family homes 
enjoy. 
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Program Enhancements

Installing 
specially 
designed, 
one piece 
lids for the 
white 
recycling 
bins.
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Single-stream recycling reduces the amount of space 
dedicated to recycling services inside the units.  But not 

always outside …
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Modified Truck

Allied Waste 
has modified a 
collection 
vehicle to be 
able to service 
both bins and 
carts
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Public Outreach

• Starting in January of 2006 Staff 
contacted or visited every multi-family 
complex in the city to verify service 
needs and space availability. 

• The complexes were divided into 
groups and implementation was 
phased-in throughout the year. 
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Postcards were sent to each multi-family 
residence advising them that a change 

was coming. 
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Followed up by door hangers distributed to every front door.

English 
on one 
side

Spanish 
on the 
other
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Bi-lingual posters were 
provided to property 

managers to place in laundry 
rooms and other public notice 

areas within the complex. 
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Feedback 
“Residents are really recycling now, I may have 
to request another recycling bin!”

Property Manager
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Recycling helps preserve and protect our 
environment for current and future generations.

Recycling – It’s the right thing to do!


