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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT
A NEGATIVE DECLARATION PURSUANT TO
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT

This notice is to advise responsible and trustee agencies, interested parties, and those potentially affected by the
project that the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) prepared an Initial Study/
Negative Declaration (IS/ND), which evaluates potential environmental impacts associated with the adoption of
revised regulations for the Rigid Plastic Packaging Container (RPPC) program.

As mandated by state law, the minimum public review period for this document is 30 days. The proposed IS/ND is
available for review at http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Laws/Rulemaking/RPPC/default.htm, via walk-in, or by
calling, writing, or e-mailing:

Robert Holmes

Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
1001 | Street, P.O. Box 4025 MS 10A-16
Sacramento, California 95812-4025

e-mail: robert.holmes@calrecycle.ca.gov

phone: (916) 341-6376

fax: (916) 319-7403.

The comment period for this IS/ND begins on November 4, 2011 and ends on December 5, 2011.

CalRecycle will conduct a public meeting to consider the IS/ND at the California Environmental Protection Agency
Headquarters Building, 1001 | Street in Sacramento. Check CalRecycle’s Events Calendar web
page http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Calendar/ for specific meeting date, time, and room location.

Testimony at the public meeting may be limited to issues raised during the public review period either orally or
submitted in writing by 5:00 p.m. the day the comment period closes.

Project Description: This project is the adoption of revisions to existing RPPC regulations. The proposed revisions
modify the definition of a RPPC, and alter the methods by which product manufacturers can meet the various
compliance options. The amended regulations impact about 17% of all RPPCs used in California. Following is a
description of the key regulatory changes:

e  No Exclusion from the Definition of RPPC for Buckets, Tubs, Pails, Clamshells, etc.
The RPPC statute does not specify that RPPCs must be capable of multiple reclosure or that they be made
entirely of plastic. The current regulations state that a RPPC must be capable of multiple reclosure and be
made entirely of plastic except for labels and printing on the container. This means that a heat-sealed
clamshell is not a RPPC, whereas the virtually identical clamshell that can be reclosed is a RPPC. Similarly,
bucket/pail/tubs/etc. with a plastic handle is a RPPC and the buckets/pail/tubs/etc with attached metal handle
is not a RPPC. The revised definition of a RPPC will require product manufacturers to account for all clamshells
and metal-handled buckets/pails/tubs/etc. by one of the compliance options, unless the product meets one of
the exemption criteria. CalRecycle estimates that the revised definition of a RPPC will increase the number of
regulated RPPCs by approximately 357.2 million containers. These containers include approximately 21.6
million buckets, tubs, and pails and the remaining 335.6 million are clamshells.
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e  Post-Industrial Material Can no Longer be Substituted for Postconsumer Material in Compliance Calculations
The use of post-industrial material as a substitute for postconsumer material in meeting the postconsumer
material compliance option would be prohibited. Post-industrial material is waste or extra material from the
original manufacturing or fabrication of the containers. This amendment would affect an estimated 118.3
million containers.

e  Resin Switching will no Longer be Allowed to Achieve Compliance Through Source Reduction
Product manufacturers could not switch from a heavier plastic resin type to a lighter weight plastic resin type
to achieve compliance through the source reduction option. An estimated 78.9 million containers would be
affected by this change.

e  Product Manufacturers can Achieve Compliance Through use of California Postconsumer Material in Other
Products
Product manufacturers would be provided a means to offset non-compliant RPPCs by using California-based
postconsumer material in other products or containers. This amendment is expected to allow product
manufacturers to achieve compliance for the equivalent of 118.3 million containers.

e Retention of Records
Clarification is provided regarding the time product manufacturers must retain certain records.

Lead Agency Name and Address:
Please submit your written comments to:

Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery

1001 | Street, P.O. Box 4025 MS 10A-16

Sacramento, California 95812-4025

Contact: Robert Holmes, robert.holmes@calrecycle.ca.gov (916) 341-6376

Agency Carrying-Out the Project: Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
Project Location: Statewide

Findings of Significant Effect on the Environment: None

Local Government Responsibility: None

Other Agencies Approval Required: None


mailto:robert.holmes@calrecycle.ca.gov

	Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
	1001 I Street, P.O. Box 4025 MS 10A-16


