PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE ADOPTION OF EMEGENCY WAIVER OF STANDARDS REGULATIONS�PRIVATE ��





PROJECT DESCRIPTION





The project being considered is the approval, adoption and subsequent implementation of new regulations authorize solid waste facility operators to accept demolition debris and other waste from the cleanup of a declared disaster area. This proposed negative declaration has been prepared to fulfill the requirements set forth by the California Environmental Quality Act.





Copies of these regulations can be obtained from:





Chris Deidrick 


(916) 255-2309


Office of Local Assistance


California Integrated Waste Management Board


8800	Cal Center Drive 


Sacramento, California, 95826


			


The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that potential significant adverse environmental impacts associated with the adoption and implementation of regulations be assessed within the scope of an environmental document.





These regulations are for the purpose of enabling solid waste facility operators to accept demolition debris and other waste from the cleanup of a declared disaster area.  These regulations will grant operators who hold valid solid waste facilities permits, a limited waiver of the minimum standards and of the terms and conditions of their solid waste facilities permits related to the origin of waste, rate of inflow for storage, transfer or disposal of waste, types of waste, and hours of facility operation.  These provisions also address temporary facilities needed to replace any permitted facility destroyed by a disaster.  These regulations will provide for maximum flexibility regarding handling, processing, transportation, storage, and disposal capacity through the period of the waiver.  The effect of these regulations will be to facilitate clean-up and repair of declared disaster areas, thus protecting the public health, safety, general welfare, and the environment.








BACKGROUND





�
The California Integrated Waste Management Act (Act), Public Resources Code (PRC) section 40000 et seq., provides for the protection of public health and safety and the environment through waste prevention, waste diversion, and safe waste processing and disposal.  PRC section 40502 requires the Board to adopt rules and regulations in the implementation of the Act.  PRC section 43035 requires the Board, in cooperation with the Office of Emergency Services, to develop an integrated waste management disaster plan to provide for the handling, storage, processing, transportation, and diversion from disposal sites, or provide for disposal is necessary, of solid waste, resulting from a state of emergency or local emergency as define in section 8558 of the Government Code.





The Board has provided relief to local jurisdictions impacted by disaster debris by filing emergency regulations with the Office of Administrative Law which grant an operator, who holds a valid permit to operate a solid waste facility, a waiver from any standard imposed by Division 7 of CCR or any term or condition of a solid waste facilities permit.  The emergency waiver must be related to the origin of waste, rate of inflow for storage, transfer or disposal, type and moisture content of solid waste, hours of facility operation, and storage time before transfer and disposal of non-putresible wastes, as authorized by the enforcement agency.





These regulations are filed after the event and are instated for a period of 120 days.  If an impacted area requires relief from specific disposal standards or permit terms and conditions, the Board can request for another 120 day extension.  (For example, after the Northridge earthquake of January 17, 1994 the Board filed for emergency waiver regulations.  Since the initial filing the Board has extended the regulations four times.)  During an emergency this process is cumbersome and could delay cleanup and repair of a disaster area.  This delay could threaten the public health, safety, and the environment of the disaster area.





The Board has prepared a Statement of Reasons for the revised regulations, which is available from the Board upon request.  A copy of the text of the regulations is also available upon request.  Additionally, all information upon which the regulations are based (the rulemaking file) is available at the Board's office at 8800 Cal Center Drive, Sacramento, California, 95826.





Conclusion





Adoption of the Emergency Waiver of Standards Regulations will result in no significant adverse environmental impacts.  The Board's revised regulations simplify the administrative procedures for granting emergency waivers of standards, but by doing so, the Board does not aniticipate any increase in the number of waivers to be granted.  
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