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Division 7. California Integrated Waste Management Board 
 

DRAFT LANGUAGE FOR DISCUSSION – Increase visual 
inspections of incoming green waste loads to reduce physical 
contaminants; require compostable material products to meet a 
0.1% physical contaminant limit by weight; and make clarifying 
changes regarding sampling and sampling report protocols. 
 
Existing regulations require green material to contain no greater than 1.0% physical contaminants by 
weight. Stakeholders have indicated that green material can exceed the 1.0% physical contaminant 
limit because of issues with collection processes; it is difficult for operators and LEAs to visually 
evaluate physical contaminants in incoming green material loads; and therefore, the 1.0% physical 
contaminant limit is hard to enforce.  Staff proposes to: 

 keep the 1.0% physical contaminant limit by weight specified in existing regulation; 
 

 require operators to increase visual inspections of incoming green material loads; 
 

 upon request by the EA, require operators to take samples of incoming loads; 
 

 upon request by the EA, require compostable material handling operations to take a 
representative sample of product and send to a laboratory to measure physical contaminants; 
 

 require compostable material handling facilities to take a representative sample for every 
5,000 cubic yards of compost produced and send to a laboratory to measure physical 
contaminants; 
 

 require all compostable material products (compost and chipping & grinding) to meet a 0.1% 
physical contaminants by weight limit.   
 
 

 Proposed language:  
 
CHAPTER 3.1. COMPOSTABLE MATERIALS HANDLING OPERATIONS AND FACILITIES 
REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

§ 17852. Definitions. 
(a) For the purposes of this Chapter: 
 
(21) “Green Material” means any plant material that is separated at the point of generation, contains 
no greater than 1.0 percent physical contaminants by weight, and meets the requirements of section 
17868.5. Green material includes, but is not limited to, yard trimmings, untreated wood wastes, 
natural fiber products, and construction and demolition wood waste. Green material does not include 
food material, vegetative food material, biosolids, mixed solid waste, material processed from 
commingled collection, wood containing lead-based paint or wood preservative, mixed construction or 
mixed demolition debris.  
 
(32) “Physical Contamination” or “Contaminants” means human-made inert products material 
contained within feedstocks, including, but not limited to, glass, metal, hard plastic, and film plastic.  
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… 
 
ARTICLE 7. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH STANDARDS 
 
17868.1. Sampling Requirements. 
All composting operations that sell or give away greater than 1,000 cubic yards of compost annually, 
and all composting facilities shall meet the following requirements: 
 
(a) Operators shall verify that compost meets the maximum acceptable metal concentration limits 
specified in section 17868.2, and pathogen reduction requirements specified in section 17868.3. 
Verification of maximum acceptable metal concentrations and pathogen reduction requirements shall 
occur at the point where compost is sold and removed from the site, bagged for sale, given away for 
beneficial use and removed from the site or otherwise beneficially used. This verification shall be 
performed by taking and analyzing at least one composite sample of compost, following the 
requirements of this section as follows: 
 
(1) An operator who composts agricultural material, green material, food material, vegetative food 
material, or mixed solid waste shall take and analyze one composite sample for every 5,000 cubic-
yards of compost produced.  
… 
 
§ 17868.2. Maximum Metal Concentrations. 
(a) Compost products derived from compostable materials that contain any metal in amounts that 
exceed the maximum acceptable metal concentrations shown in Table 2 shall be designated for 
disposal, additional processing, or other use as approved by state or federal agencies having 
appropriate jurisdiction. Sample results must be received by the operator prior to removing product 
from the site. 
… 
 
§ 17868.3. Pathogen Reduction. 
(a) Compost products derived from compostable materials, that contains pathogens in amounts that 
exceed the maximum acceptable pathogen concentrations described in Subdivision (b) of this section 
shall be designated for disposal, additional processing, or other use as approved by state or federal 
agencies having appropriate jurisdiction. Sample results must be received by the operator prior to 
removing product from the site. 
… 
 
§ 17868.3.1. Physical Contamination Limits 
(a) Products derived from compostable materials shall not contain more than 0.1% physical 
contaminants greater than 4 millimeters by weight.  Products that contain more that 0.1% physical 
contaminants greater than 4 millimeters by weight shall be designated for disposal, additional 
processing, or other use as approved by state or federal agencies having appropriate jurisdiction. 
Sample results must be received by the operator prior to removing product from the site. 
 
(b) Upon request of the EA, a compostable material handling operation shall take a representative 
sample of product derived from compostable material and send to a laboratory at which physical 
contaminants greater than 4 millimeters shall be collected and weighed, and the percentage of 
physical contaminants determined. 
 
(c) All compostable material handling facilities shall take one representative sample for every 5,000 
cubic-yards of product derived from compostable material and send to a laboratory at which physical 
contaminants greater than 4 millimeters shall be collected and weighed, and the percentage of 
physical contaminants determined. 

 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 40502, 43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 
43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code.  
 
§ 17868.5. Green Material Processing Requirements. 



Issue 6:  Green Material Contamination 

 
 
In order for a feedstock to be considered green material Composting operations and composting 
facilities that receive green material, as defined in section 17852(a)(21), as a feedstock must satisfy 
the following requirements shall be met: 
 
(a) The feedstock shall undergo load checking to ensure that physical contaminants are no greater 
than 1.0 percent of total weight. Load checking shall include both visual observation of incoming waste 
loads and load sorting to quantify the percentage of contaminating materials physical contaminants 
and detect receipt of unacceptable feedstock (e.g. feedstock that does not meet the definition of green 
material). 
 
(1) A minimum of one ten percent of daily incoming feedstock volume or at least one truck per day, 
whichever is greater, shall be inspected visually. If a visual load check indicates a physical 
contamination level greater than 1.0 percent, a representative sample shall be taken, physical 
contaminants shall be collected and weighed, and the percentage of physical contaminants 
determined. The load shall be rejected if physical contaminants are greater than 1.0 percent of total 
weight or if the load contains materials that do not meet the definition of green material in section 
17852(a)(21).  
 
(b) Upon request of the EA, and in the presence of the EA, the operator shall take a representative 
sample of feedstock, physical contaminants shall be collected and weighed, and the percentage of 
physical contaminants determined.  
 
(c) Any agricultural material handling operation using this material shall ensure the feedstock meets 
the metal concentration limits specified in Table 2 of section 17868.2. 
 
(d) Facility personnel shall be adequately trained to perform the activities specified in this section. 
 
(e)(d) Any operation or facility using this feedstock shall maintain records demonstrating compliance 
with this section. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 40502, 43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 
43020 and 43021, Public Resources Code. 


