
 
       
       
     
       
      
     

 
     

 
     
         

           
     

     
  

 
     

 

 
                                 
                            

 
                                    

                               
                              
                                      
                     

 
                                      
                                      
                                   
      

 
     

                                     
                                    
                                            

                                 
                                 
                                              

                                  
                   

                                       
   

Engel & Gray, Inc. 
745 West Betteravia Road 
PO Box 5020 
Santa Maria, Ca., 93456‐5020 
Ph: 805.925.2771 
Fax: 805.925‐8023 

December 10, 2014 

Mr. Ken Decio 
Senior Integrated Waste Management Specialist 
Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
PO Box 4025 
Sacramento, CA 95812‐4025 
Ken.Decio@CalRecycle.ca.gov 

Dear Mr. Decio: 

Re.  CalRecycle  Regulatory  Revisions  to  Title  14  and  27  Regarding  Compostable  Materials  Handling  and  
Transfer/Processing  

Engel & Gray, Inc. is pleased to offer this letter to make comments and recommendations on CalRecycle’s 
revisions to the Title 14 and 27 Compostable Materials Handling and Transfer/Processing Regulations. 

Engel & Gray, Inc. has been operating on the Central Coast of California since 1946. We started our 
composting operations in 1993 and participated in the establishment of the first Compost Regulations in the 
mid 1990’s. Bob Engel is the Co‐Chairman of the US Composting Councils Market Development Committee 
and has been chair or co‐chair for the past 8 years. We compost all source separated feedstocks at our 
Regional Compost Facility including Greenwaste, Biosolids, Foodwaste, and many Ag waste. 

We are members of the Association of Compost Producers (ACP) and the US Composting Council. We are in agreement 
with a majority of the regulatory revisions proposed by CalRecycle. However, there are a few points in the revision 
package which we are very concerned about, as it would greatly affect the manufacturing costs and marketability of 
finished compost product. 

Physical Contamination Limits: 

One of the main contested topics in the regulation package is the proposed 0.1% physical contamination limit (PCL) in 
the product. Our company has been manufacturing compost for 21 years and producing quality products is our number 
one goal. We do not see the scientific or operational basis of this particular limit. We believe that the proposed PCL is 
arbitrary and not based on substantial existing compost operational information in the State. Nor does the economic 
analysis that was completed as part of the “Initial Statement of Reasons” adequately address the potential economic 
impact of a 0.1% PCL. Because of this lack of data, we believe that more research is warranted before a PCL number can 
be justifiably proposed, and reliably met and then enforced. We would propose that CalRecycle staff work with 
composters such as ourselves to come up with realistic limits. 

We believe CalRecycle should stay with current language and practices and then work with Industry to come up with 
workable solutions. 
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Sampling and Testing Protocols: 

We would support CalRecycle’s support and funding to research and support updates to the USCC ‐ TMECC protocols 
and analysis procedures. All testing should have the requirement to use labs that are in the U.S. Composting Council’s 
“Seal of Testing Assurance” (STA) program “approved list” in the “Compost Analysis Proficiency Program.” The TMECC is 
currently under review by the USCC and we advocate the adoption of new TMECC protocols that can address the 
proposed sampling, testing, and detection limits that are contemplated in several different classes of material as part of 
these rule changes. 

Economic Impact: 

We believe the economic analysis that was completed as part of the Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR), Appendix B1, 
greatly under estimated the economic impacts of the proposed rule change to the compost industry. We believe that a 
more broad‐based and in‐depth economic analysis is necessary to assess the full range of potential economic impacts to 
our industry 

The economic impact of endeavoring to achieve a o.1% PCL to our organization, at this time cannot even be estimated 
as we do not know what analysis would be required. Equipment or processes to achieve the unknown is hard to 
quantify 

A phased in process, which takes into account technology availability, cost, analytical measurement, enforcement, and 
working with compost manufactures would be something that we would support moving forward. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment on these regulations 

Sincerely, 

Robert Engel 
Robert Engel

cc:	 Robert Holmes, Manager, CalRecycle, Robert.Holmes@CalRecycle.ca.gov 
Mark De Bie, Deputy Director, CalRecycle, Mark.DeBie@CalRecycle.ca.gov 
Caroll Mortensen, Director, CalRecycle, Caroll.Mortensen@calrecycle.ca.gov 

2

mailto:Caroll.Mortensen@calrecycle.ca.gov
mailto:Mark.DeBie@CalRecycle.ca.gov
mailto:Robert.Holmes@CalRecycle.ca.gov

