Recently, the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) has received inquiries from stakeholders requesting a status update on the revisions to the existing regulations for the Rigid Plastic Packaging Container (RPPC) Law. Due to a significant CIWMB staff turnover, the development of the revised RPPC regulations has been delayed. Staff turnover has delayed steps that must be taken to start the formal rulemaking process. The following is a status of the rulemaking process:

- CIWMB staff need input from product manufacturers, container manufacturers and material recyclers and processors to complete the economic and fiscal analysis of costs of regulatory changes that must be prepared and approved prior to the start of the formal rulemaking process. CIWMB staff are working on finalizing the on-line survey tool to gather data. The data gathered from this survey will be confidential, and only aggregate information will be used in the economic and fiscal analysis.

- CIWMB staff are working diligently to move forward with the revised regulations, but it could be several months before the formal rulemaking process starts. If we are able to hire new staff and control agencies respond promptly, the following tentative timeline has been developed: 

- Gathering data from the impacted industry for the economic and fiscal analysis through a web-based survey -- mid-September to early October 2008. 

- Preparation of the economic and fiscal analysis and approval by control agencies -- October 2008 through January 2009. 

- The Office of Administrative Law (OAL) approval to begin the formal rulemaking process -- February 2009. 

- A CIWMB board hearing at the end of the 45-day comment period and begin workshops with stakeholders -- March or April 2009. 

If you have any questions regarding the RPPC rulemaking process, please contact Kathleen Marsh at (916) 341-6475.
