
Plastic Container Cooperative Recycling Initiative 
“Fishbone” Exercise 

 Cause: Cause: 
 

Low Collection/Recovery 
For Rigid Plastic 

Packaging Containers 
(including CRV) 

Better sorting technologies

Lack of Processing 
Infrastructure 

Lack of Collection 
Infrastructure 

Urban (MRF’s) Infrastructure in place, need to increase diversion & 
separation of materials & MRF’s Collection “Away from home” 

MRF’s Weight based diversion 
is an issue for plastic 

Focus DOC grants on 
container recovery 

Single stream has increase contamination 20% going to 
landfill. Better optical sorting equipment, especially for 
plastics other than 1 &2. Single stream “cost of collection.” 

Identify and assess 
collection infrastructure 

CIWMB research container recovery infrastructure 

Inconsistent supply of quality PCM 

Encourage industry to use PCM: 
Automotive, electronics, lumber, etc… 

Analyze existing markets 

Market incentives (Lack of 
demand for PCM) 

Cause: 

Overseas markets: Export 
market (takes less quality v. 
other market demands 

Identification 
specs for market 

Plastics industry responsible for 
sorting 

Need for development of new 
technology options domestically 
placed for conversion technology 

Problem: 

Economic Incentives: Leverage 
DOC, CRV, RPPC: More/all 
containers in CRV 

Price differential “who pays? To 
sort better 

Resin Identification –
segregating resin types 

Government regulations & private 
collection “who’s responsible?” 

Market incentives.  
 
 “Human error” 
 
  Capacity 

Single stream “co-mingled plastics 

Is RPPC driving post-
consumer resin? Should 
CRV containers be 
increased? Is the Volume 
there for the plastic to 
make containers? 

Mandatory programs 

The “Oh well” factor: No 
incentive to the public to 
recycle 

CIWMB/DOC statewide 
media campaign 

Public’s confusion 

Current variability in collection

Lack of participation 

More DOC funds for 
plastic container 
recovery, other 
legislative changes in 
current laws 

Expand bill to include 
all containers 

RURAL 

Lack of Demand 
For Postconsumer 

Material 

Insufficient / 
Inconsistent 
Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cause: 


