Waste Management Authority Doesn't Just �Talk Trash: They Build With It





�
Project:	The Monterey Regional Waste Management 	District Administration Building


Contact:	Monterey Regional Waste Management 	District (MRWMD)


Location:	14201 Del Monte Boulevard�	Marina, CA 93933-0609


Demonstration


The MRWMD headquarters building is a showcase of high quality, affordable, recycled-content and/or environmentally friendly building materials.  


Project Description  


The project involved the expansion and remodeling of the Monterey Regional Waste Management District's (MRWMD) original 2,500-square-foot administration building and various site improvements within the 9-acre grounds.  The existing 7,780-square-foot, two-story office complex was completed during March of 1994.


Additions to the first floor of the building include a board meeting room, a kitchen, a staff lounge, rest rooms, an equipment room, an electrical room, and an elevator.  Additions to the second floor include four new offices, three engineering rooms, a conference room, a library, rest rooms and an elevator.  Other site improvements include a scale house and truck scales, upgraded roadways and parking lots, landscaping, and a septic system. 


Two broad categories of recycled-content products are exhibited:  building and construction products and landscaping materials. In addition, several building products in application demonstrate source reduction by design and/or represent low-impact, environmentally friendly products.


�Examples of Recycled-Content Building Products


Fiberglass insulation:  The fiberglass insulation used in the walls contains 30 percent cullet from recycled glass, which is equivalent to 1,800 glass bottles.  (Schuller International; Denver, CO; 800-654-3103.)


Cellulose insulation:  1,530 pounds of  insulation from 100 percent recycled newspapers was used in the attic to reduce heating loss.  (Louisiana-Pacific; Lake Oswego, OR; 800-777-0749.)


Floor tiles:  The floor tiles in the entryway are made from 70 percent postconsumer and postindustrial windshield glass.  (Stoneware Tile Company; Richmond, IN;, 317-935-4760)


Wall paneling:  The fabric-covered paneling in the board room and conference room is made from 100 percent postconsumer newspapers.  (Homasote Company; Woodland Hills, CA; 818-888-0193.)


Restroom partitions:  The core material used to make the toilet partitions contain 35 percent recycled polypropylene plastic, including yogurt containers, margarine tubs, plastic screw-on lids, and industrial scrap plastic.  The recycled plastic is used in the center of the partition to provide strength, while the outer covering requires new plastic to ensure the uniformity of color and texture. (Capitol Partitions, Inc.; Columbia, MD;, 410-381-7060.)


Roof shakes: The roof shakes are made from a mixture of cement and post industrial wood fiber (American Cemwood;  Albany, OR; 800-367-3471.)


Carpeting: The 590 square yards of carpeting is made from 100 percent postconsumer PET plastic from 2-liter soda bottles and recycled rubber tires. (Image Industries Inc; Armuchee, GA; 800-722-2504.)


Roadbase: Six million pounds of inert material from the old parking lot, roads, and sidewalks was crushed and used as aggregate base for the new building and parking lot.  (MRWMD)


Parking stops: The wheel stops used in the new parking lot are made from a 70 percent composite mix of postconsumer plastic such as milk jugs, detergent bottles, plastic bags, and clear food wrap.. (Barco Products Company;  Batavia, IL; 800-338-2697.)


Examples of Recycled-Content Landscaping Products


Compost:  MRWMD used compost made from redwood sawdust, bark, and waste products from lumber mills to enrich the soil around the roots of plants on the grounds. (Sunland Garden Products)


Mulch: Tree prunings, grass clippings, and pine needles were coarsely ground and used as mulch in the landscaped areas.  (MRWMD)


Examples of Source Reduction and Envrionmentally Friendly Building Products


Truss joists:  Rather than using solid lumber beams to support the second story floor of the main building, truss joists were used.  Truss joists, which are constructed from several pieces of wood, use 50 percent less wood than solid beams for the same load-bearing application.  This demonstrates source reduction by design.  (Truss Joist MacMillan; Soquel, CA; 408-479-1104)


Linoleum:  The flooring is made primarily from renewable resources, such as linseed oil, pine resins, jute, and wood wastes.  This type of flooring is environmentally friendly because it is an excellent substitute for vinyl flooring which is made from petroleum products.  (Forbo Industries; Cerritos, CA; 800-526-1627)


�Oriented Strand Board (OSB):  This environmentally friendly product can be substituted for plywood applications such as underlayment for carpets, flooring, and roofing shakes and as a sidewall sheathing material.  Plywood comes from vintage trees which represent a limited resource.  OSB, on the other hand, is made from small, fast-growing trees which can be raised on tree farms (Louisiana-Pacific; Conroe, TX; 800-231-1292.)


Decorative and Structural Beams:  These beams are an environmentally friendly product because they substitute for solid wood beams that normally come from old growth trees, a limited resource.  (Trus Joist MacMillan; Soquel, CA; 408-479-1104.)


Comments


The MRWMD claims that the choice of these products did not result in additional expense and that, in some cases, the recycled-content products were of higher quality than comparably priced items with no recycled content.








Note:  The identification of individuals, companies and products in these materials does not constitute endorsement by the CIWMB and is provided for informational purposes only.  The CIWMB is distributing this information in an effort to increase public awareness and knowledge about this important topic.�
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