Household Hazardous Waste


Aerosols––
Hazards and Responsible Use

Introduction
Aerosols contain a product and a propellant that are packed under pressure.  Many people use aerosols without realizing some of the potential hazards associated with them.

This fact sheet describes aerosols and their potential effects on the environment and health, and provides practical ideas on how to use and handle them properly.

What Are Aerosols?

Oven cleaners, tile cleaners, pesticides, disinfectants, hair sprays, room deodorizers, paints, and furniture polishes are examples of aerosol products.

When the nozzle of an aerosol is pressed, the product and propellant are released from the container in a fine mist.

Health and Environmental Effects

Hazards associated with aerosols vary greatly, and, depending on the type of product in the container, there is danger of contact with corrosive or toxic materials.  The actual product propelled by the aerosol, such as some oven cleaners, can be corrosive, flammable, or poisonous.  Many of the propellants used with aerosol products, such as butane or propane, are flammable and may be explosive.

Acute symptoms of aerosol exposure include headache, nausea, dizziness, shortness of breath, throat irritation, and skin rash.  A misdirected spray can cause eye injury and chemical burns.

What Can I Do?

Buy only what you need.

Buy only the aerosol products you need. Consider buying nonaerosol pump-type sprays or powders as alternatives to aerosol sprays.  If you need to cover a large surface evenly, spray guns may be a desirable alternative.

Use up leftover aerosols.

The best way to get rid of leftover aerosol products is to use them completely or give them away to friends, neighbors, or community groups.

Store and handle aerosols with caution.

Store aerosol products according to all product label recommendations, and take the following precautions:

· Never leave or place an aerosol can near high heat sources, such as a heater, direct sunlight, or fire.  Heat causes the propellants to expand, which may result in an explosion.

· Never puncture or subject an aerosol can to sharp impact; a sudden puncture may cause an explosion.

· Never place an aerosol can in an electric household trash compactor; the increased pressure may cause an explosion.

· Never throw a full or partially full aerosol can into the regular trash.  Refuse collectors may be injured by exploding cans and/or be sprayed with hazardous chemicals.

· Keep aerosol cans away from children and pets.

Dispose of aerosols properly.

If an aerosol can is completely empty, it can be disposed of in the regular trash.  However, it is best to check with your local environmental health department or solid waste agency, as some communities accept the cans as part of their metals recycling program.

If an aerosol can is not empty, it is best to use the entire product for its intended purpose and then place the empty container in the trash or find out if it can be recycled.

If a product cannot be given away for reuse or if the nozzle is broken, take it to a household hazardous waste (HHW) collection facility event. See "For More Information" to find locations of HHW programs.

For More Information

To find out more about recycling and properly disposing of aerosols, call your local environmental health department.  Call Earth’s 911 at 1-800-CLEANUP or access the Web site of Earth’s 911 (www.1800cleanup.org) to find the location of an HHW collection program in your community.

Publications

You may order this document and other publications by:

· Phone:  1-800-CA-WASTE (CIWMB publications clearinghouse).

· Internet: Access our online publications catalog at www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Publications/ and select “Household Hazardous Waste” to see what is available and order on line.  You may also view and/or download most of our publications through this site.


Grants

Perhaps your city or county can benefit from a grant that helps provide HHW and used oil collection opportunities in your community.  For information on HHW and used oil grants, call 
(916) 341-6692  or visit our Web site at www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Grants/.
Hazardous Waste Management

The California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) provides information on household hazardous waste.  The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), one of our sister organizations under the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA), regulates hazardous waste management in California.

Contact the nearest DTSC field office duty officer for more information on hazardous waste management practices.  To locate the nearest field office, check the department’s Web site at www.dtsc.ca.gov or call DTSC's main information number: (916) 324-1826.
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