California Waste Diversion Rate in 1996 Among Best in Nation
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A partnership of government, industry, environment groups, and individual citizens helped push California's estimated waste diversion rate to 30 percent in 1996, closing the gap on mandated diversion levels for the year 2000 and putting California ahead of the national average.





California has increased its waste diversion tonnage and rates each year since 1990.  In 1995, the state exceeded the interim target of 25 percent by diverting 26 percent of all waste materials from landfills.  From 1995 to 1996, California raised its waste diversion level four percentage points—a significant increase reflecting local governments’ and businesses' successful waste reduction and recycling achievements.





The numbers come at a time when communities throughout the state are implementing plans approved by the IWMB that map out how they anticipate reducing and recycling enough waste to meet the mandated diversion goals by the year 2000.  The plans include thousands of localized waste management programs that are largely responsible for California's success so far.  Moreover, strong public—private partnerships with local governmental agencies, cooperative businesses, and concerned organizations have successfully accomplished waste reduction and recycling goals widely viewed as ambitious by other states.





Besides recycling materials, a key component in meeting mandated diversion levels has been the strategy of reducing waste at its source.  Some of the most successful strides in waste management have come from large and small businesses, many of which have adopted the "reduce, reuse, recycle, and buy recycled" banner, and discovered that reducing and recycling waste is good for bottom line profits.





As California approaches its next waste diversion benchmark, government, commerce, and private citizens working together to find creative ways of addressing the millions of tons of materials still inundating landfills are sure to remain a force in moving the state to the forefront of such efforts nationwide.





For more information concerning waste generation and disposal tonnage, or more about the statewide diversion rate, contact Mitch Weiss at (916) 255-2382.





A Step in the Right  Direction for Disposal Reporting 





The IWMB's disposal reporting system tracks disposal throughout the state for use by jurisdictions in measuring their progress toward and achievement of 25 and 50 percent disposal reduction goals. This system is reliant upon timely and accurate reporting by all counties in the state. While most counties have been very cooperative in submitting accurate and timely disposal reports, there have been deficient counties, which impacts the overall accuracy of the system. 





Last August, the IWMB approved a step-wise approach to encourage timely submittal of accurate disposal reports.  Those steps include directing staff to continue working with counties that are late in submitting reports, following up by telephone, and sending letters to the disposal reporting contacts of counties that do not submit their reports within 30 days of the due date.  If a county does not submit its disposal report within 75 days of the due date, a second letter is sent to the official county contact.  If the report has not been submitted 120 days after the due date, a hird letter is sent to the county’s board of 


supervisors from the IWMB.  If there is still no response, IWMB staff will perform an audit of that county.





Since the implementation of this new approach, there has been a noticeable improvement in the timeliness and quality of the disposal reports submitted to the IWMB. Staff mailed only three reminder letters requesting compliance for the fourth quarter of 1996 and only two letters to county boards of supervisors for delinquent 1996 reports. As a result, all the required 1996 quarterly disposal reports have been submitted. 





Experience shows that most counties have been very cooperative in submitting disposal reports on time and correcting reports that contain incorrect or missing information. IWMB staff will continue to work with counties that have not submitted disposal reports—following up initially by telephone, and then sending letters to those counties that have not responded to initial requests. Waste Characterization and Analysis Branch (WCAB) staff is available to work with anyone that needs assistance in this area.  By working together we can ensure that we have a complete database that will serve the needs of our jurisdictions in determining overall goal measurement.  For immediate assistance you can call (916) 255-2898 and speak with a WCAB representative.
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Sacramento Distributes Over 800 Mulching Mowers in Two days—Use Grasscycling to MAXIMIZE Your Diversion Too!





A cooperative partnership between the City and County of Sacramento, the Sacramento Metropolitan Utilities District, the Sacramento Air Quality Management District, and Toro promoted grasscycling with electric mulching lawnmowers to area residents.  Through collective efforts, the partners offered rebates of up to $200 off the purchase of a new electric mulching lawnmower.  The program’s overwhelming success is based on the sale of more than 800 mulching lawn mowers in two days.  This partnership is producing a significant reduction in the amount of waste going to landfills within the Sacramento area, and is also reducing the total amount of air emissions associated with lawn maintenance.





Your community can experience success similar to Sacramento's and take a major step in meeting the 50 percent waste reduction mandate.  IWMB yard waste prevention staff is ready to help you structure a similar program.  Available resources include a sample partnership agreement, key industry contacts, and local government contacts that have already developed programs.  Staff has been working with industry representatives to develop incentive programs that include rebates and discount coupons.   Ultimately, it's up to the community to work with the lawnmower manufacturers/distributors to develop a program that meets its own needs.





For assistance in developing your own grasscycling promotion or for additional information please contact Trevor O’Shaughnessy of the Waste Prevention Program Development Section at (916) 255-2624.


�The Senate Rules Committee voted 5-0 on      July 1, 1997 to recommend that the Senate confirm the Governor's reappointment of Board Member Bob Frazee and appointment of Steve Jones.





On July 15, 1997, The Rules Committee voted   4-0 to recommend that the Senate confirm the Governor's reappointment of Board Member Paul Relis.





Second quarter disposal reports are due to the IWMB no later than October 15, 1997.
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'Tis the Season to Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle





Now is the time to start planning a “No Waste Holiday” campaign.  In order to have a smooth and successful holiday campaign, begin planning now.  Pull out and dust off that Public Education and Promotions Notebook and turn to the “Environmental Holiday” section. You will find a simple and easy-to-execute plan for a holiday promotion that encourages less gift wrapping waste and more recycled paper and card purchases.  If you cannot find your notebook, call Becky Williams at (916) 255-2372 to request the “Environmental Holiday” excerpt.  The IWMB also has a complete list of resources available to help jurisdictions with their holiday campaigns,  including camera-ready tip-sheets, newspaper articles, PSA scripts, sample press releases, "Use Less Stuff Day " information, and much more. 























Contact Becky Williams at:





IWMB/No Waste Holiday Campaign


8800 Cal Center Drive


Sacramento, CA 95826


(916) 255-2372


Or visit our web site at:





	http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov











The IWMB is planning a statewide outreach effort for a No Waste Holiday season.  Staff is busy developing PSA scripts and gift-wrap demos to be aired on radio and TV stations around the state.  If you know of a local radio or TV program that would welcome an interview and/or demonstration, let us know.  In addition, the IWMB will be partnering with Ralph Grocery Stores this holiday season to promote waste prevention through a brown paper bag shopping bag campaign.  After Thanksgiving, Ralphs will begin using specially designed bags that feature waste prevention messages and the IWMB's toll-free telephone number.  If you have a Ralphs in your area, perhaps you should consider an extension to the IWMB's efforts, or a complimentary campaign with other stores or malls in your community.





In addition to the IWMB’s efforts, there are national campaigns that you can participate in locally.





America Recycles Day—November 15, 1997: The first annual America Recycles Day theme is "Keep Recycling Working: Buy Recycled.”  The theme is based on the goal of America Recycles Day, which is to build consumer demand for recycled products and to educate all Americans about environmental and economic benefits of recycling.  For California events and information call Susan Fountain at the City of Long Beach at (562) 570-2850, and please see the related article on page 13 of this publication.





Use Less Stuff Day (ULS)—November 20, 1997: This event is scheduled for one week before the biggest shopping day of the year --the day after Thanksgiving.  The ULS Day organizers have a guide, the ULS Yuletide Guide Tips and Gifts to Get More from Less, and a contest for students. The theme for this year is to encourage folks to buy recycled, reused, repaired, renovated, reconditioned, and reliable.  For more information contact Bob Lilienfeld at               (313) 668-1690.





Boxing Days—December 26, 1997-January 10, 1998:  “Boxing Days" is a two-week corrugated recovery event created by the Corrugated Packaging Council (CPC).  The program’s purpose is to raise awareness of the recyclability of corrugated boxes, which flood the home during the holidays, and to highlight successful corrugated recycling efforts.   The CPC has a kit available for municipalities to launch a community-based boxing days program.  For more information, contact Rachel Kenyon, Communications Marketing Manager, Fiber Box Association at (847) 354-9600.





Don’t let this holiday season go by without spreading words of wisdom about reducing waste.  And why stop there?  Why not incorporate a New Year’s resolution theme to carry on into 1998.  “Every little bit helps to reach the year 2000 goal of 50 percent waste reduction.”





Happy planning…





Know Your Wastestream, Meet Your Goal! 





Tired of not knowing where to focus your diversion efforts because you don’t know where the recyclable materials are? Want a no-cost wastestream analysis? Coming this November, the IWMB will release the new Waste Disposal Characterization Database, designed to show you the amount and types of materials disposed in your jurisdiction, and where these materials are coming from. Based on the specific businesses in your jurisdiction, statewide business sector trends, and recently conducted waste sorts, this database will enable you to better plan your diversion efforts and reach your waste reduction goals more efficiently. 





To access the database, go to the Board’s home page at http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov.  Choose “Local Government”, and then click on “Solid Waste Characterization.”  The database will be upgraded this winter to incorporate new local business data and new waste-sort data. If you have waste-sort data you would like to contribute, or comments on the database, please contact Nancy Carr of the Waste Characterization and Analysis Branch at (916) 255-2652, or e-mail at ncarr@ciwmb.ca.gov. Happy reducing!
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Pay-As-You-Throw From Those Who Know





Are you looking for ideas to help reduce solid waste, save money, and increase recycling in your community?  Are you familiar with pay-as-you-throw, but need information on how to set rates, address barriers, or evaluate program options?  The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in partnership with several national solid waste and governmental organizations, is sponsoring its second satellite forum on pay-as-you-throw (PAYT), a method of charging residents for solid waste services based on the amount of trash they dispose.





On Thursday, October 9, 1997, this live, interactive videoconference will feature a panel of local government solid waste managers who will speak about their first-hand experience in designing and implementing PAYT programs in their communities.  The panel will address the questions and concerns of callers for a full hour.  In addition, the program will feature dozens of communities with successful PAYT programs.





You can bring this satellite forum to your community by hosting a downlink site.  


Downlinking with EPA is free of charge, however facilities providing the downlink service may charge.  If you are interested in receiving a free kit that explains everything you need to know about coordinating a downlink site, contact: 





Pay-As-You-Throw Satellite Video Conference 


c/o ERG, 2000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 400 Arlington, VA  22201-3301





satforum@erg.com





(703) 841-2313, or 


FAX at (703) 841-1440.  





A limited a number of seats will be available at the IWMB-hosted site in Sacramento on Thursday, October 9, 1997 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  If you are interested in attending please contact Maureen Goodall at (916) 255-2422.
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Save Money, Save Time—Regionalize!�PRIVATE ��





In June, the IWMB approved two regional agencies (RA) in Marin and Siskiyou counties, representing 22 jurisdictions: 12 in Marin, and 10 in Siskiyou.  That brings the statewide total to 9 regional agencies.  





Why are cities and counties joining to form regional agencies?  The benefits of becoming a RA can include the following:





Diversion can be shared, which in essence averages the diversion and disposal numbers as one entity instead of by jurisdiction.





Paperwork can be reduced.  For example, the RA will now submit one annual report to the Board every year instead of each jurisdiction filing one individually, and one revised solid waste plan for the RA (if needed).





Disposal reporting can be submitted as one number so those landfill operators only have to identify the RA waste, not each jurisdiction's waste, during disposal reporting weeks.





Costs of diversion program planning, implementation, and monitoring can be shared.





Public notice and hearing requirements can be reduced for solid waste plans and their revisions, i.e., one public notice and public hearing instead of each member city doing its own.





Increased accuracy for jurisdictions that lack confidence as to whether the waste in the baseyear was apportioned correctly.  By averaging the numbers together, the accuracy of data increases as well, which means the baseyear and disposal data does not have to be adjusted for each jurisdiction.








Siskiyou County and its nine incorporated cities have formed a solid waste JPA.  The IWMB approved the JPA in June as a regional agency.  As a result, the amount of required IWMB paperwork have been reduced by 90 percent; the agency will now submit only one annual report and quarterly disposal report instead of separate reports for each jurisdiction.  Regionalization will also greatly simplify and increase the accuracy of quarterly waste disposal tracking, as well as saving the county time, money, and frustration in gathering information and preparing reports.  The reduction in administrative overhead will allow the region to concentrate its efforts on implementing diversion programs.





An RA is a “joint powers authority” (JPA) (see Government Code 6500 et. seq.) that has submitted its JPA agreement to the Board and has been approved by the Board as meeting the requirements of PRC section 40975. Under those requirements, a JPA must include all of the following to be considered a RA:





1.   Listing of member jurisdictions.	


Description of the method by which civil penalties, if imposed, will be allocated.


Contingency plans if a member(s) dissolves partnership.


Description of duties and responsibilities of the members.


Description of programs to be implemented by RA.


Any other information necessary as determined by members.





When considering formation of a RA, it is recommended that all parties are clear on their roles as members of the JPA and the purpose of the JPA itself, how the JPA will operate, agreement on bylaws, and funding of programs.  These items may be written into the JPA agreement itself.  The JPA should also consider negotiating upcoming contracts on behalf of members to increase cost-effectiveness.





If you have further questions about RAs, the IWMB has a Regional Agency Fact Sheet, which lists the fundamentals of the process and provides a current list of all RAs in California.  Your Office of Local Assistance representative at (916) 255-2555 can provide you with a copy of the fact sheet or examples from the OLA Library of other JPA agreements. 





You can also contact your representative from the Waste Characterization and Analysis Branch at (916) 255-2341 for questions about how forming a RA would affect diversion goal achievement.
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Technical assistance is available from various branches and divisions within the Board.  For instance, did you know...�PRIVATE ��











On the Road Again


It’s nearing the time of year again when the IWMB’s “Compost Outreach Program” heads out to local farm shows and events to promote the benefits of using urban compost as a soil amendment.  Beginning in November, the Board will have its display booth and materials at farm shows around the state, including the following.





AgFresno Farm Equipment Show (November 18-20, 1997)


Stockton AG Expo (January 20-21, 1998)


Colusa Farm Equipment Show and International Exposition in Tulare (February 10-12, 1998)





Other events are yet to be announced.  For more information on events taking place in your area, contact Jan Howard of the IWMB at (916) 255-2410 or e-mail jhoward@ciwmb.ca.gov.


 


The IWMB has a free public education video available.  Yes, its true, a 23-minute How-to Guide on Backyard Composting video is available in limited supply.  Some solid waste managers have worked with libraries and video stores to have the video displayed in the “free checkout” section.  This is our gift to your public education program so call Heidi Sanborn at (916) 255-2317 to receive a copy.
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Recent Additions to the OLA Library include:





City of Signal Hill Solid Waste Management Agreement





Humboldt County Request For Proposals (RFP) for Transfer Station Operation, Transport, and Disposal or Alternative Technology





City of Los Angeles Waste Reduction and Recycling Guide for Multi-Family Complexes





Tehama County/City of Red Bluff RFP for "Curbside to Closure" Residential and Commercial Solid Waste Collection, Recycling, and Disposal, and Landfill Operations.





Contact your OLA liaison to request copies of these or any other library materials you may be interested in.  The library listings can be viewed on the Internet.  Go to home page, Local Government, OLA.








Applications for the fourth cycle Local Government Used Oil Opportunity grants will be available in September.  The application will have a new look this year, including an evaluation component, which will assist the applicant and the CIWMB in determining the types of projects needed.  We anticipate awarding grants at the March 1997 Board meeting.  The grants will be for 24-month terms.  Contact Patricia McDermott at  (916) 255-2586 or Sally French at (916) 255-2344 for more information.








The next meeting of the Household Hazardous Waste Information Exchange will be October 8 in Nevada County and October 15 in Orange County.  Contact Sally French at (916) 255-2344 for more information on either event.
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Internet Site Expands       


Are you wondering how many certified used oil collection centers are located in your city or county?  Can you believe there are over 2,200 certified used oil collection centers in California? The IWMB’s web site now includes the locations of the state’s certified used oil collection centers.  Listings are available by county, city, or zip code.  The Internet address is: http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/wpe/usedoil/hotsrch.htm








Local Government Links


The IWMB’s web site has a page with links to local government web sites, both in California and nationwide. This is a great opportunity to share information. If you are a local government with a waste management site that you would like to connect to IWMB, please contact the Public Affairs Office at (916) 255-2296 or by e-mail at opa@ciwmb.ca.gov.








Web Site Has HHW Fact Sheet


The IWMB’s web site includes an HHW fact sheet Put Household Hazardous Waste in Its Place that is available through its on-line publications catalog.  From the Board’s home page, choose “Publications”, then “CIWMB Publications Catalog”. The fact sheet is available in English and Spanish.  If you do not have access to the Internet and would like a copy of this fact sheet or any other IWMB publication contact the publication clearinghouse at 1-800-553-2962.





New Topic Area on the Board’s Web Site Another topic area has been added to the IWMB’s web site, which is located at www.ciwmb.ca.gov.  Look under the “Local Government” page for the new "Measuring Your Waste Stream: Assistance for Local Governments Regarding AB939's Disposal Reduction/Diversion Goal Requirements" site.





This web site provides assistance for local governments regarding AB939's disposal reduction/diversion goal requirements, including:





General instructions on how the measurement system works.


The annual reporting requirements and model annual report.


How to obtain staff assistance.


Other resources.





The general instructions provide an overview of the goal measurement system and describe how jurisdictions are to measure the disposal reduction they have achieved.





The annual reporting requirements provide jurisdictions with an outline of the statutory and regulatory reporting requirements to the IWMB. The model annual report is also provided and includes downloadable forms to assist jurisdictions in completing their annual reports. Adjustment method factors, (population, employment, and taxable sales) used in the disposal reduction calculation section of the annual report are also provided.  Other resources related to the measurement of solid waste are provided for further assistance to local governments. Take a look!
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Regional Updates





Alpine County petitioned the IWMB for reduced requirements in the Siting Element and relief from preparing a Summary Plan.  The Local Assistance and Planning Committee and Board approved the request at their August meetings.   Alpine County is expected to submit its abbreviated Siting Element in September.   Any rural jurisdiction may request reduction in its Siting Element and Summary Plan, as allowed by Public Resources Code section 41787.  Rural jurisdictions petitioning for planning reductions should refer to California Code of Regulations section 18775 for further guidance on the information that should be included in the petition.  Note that the PRC and the regulations are on the Internet.  From the home page, choose Statutes and Regulations.





Tehama County and the City of Red Bluff, as co-owners of the county landfill, have been very busy!  After months of work with RFPs, interviews, and negotiations, they have contracted with GreenWaste Recovery Inc. to operate the Tehama County Landfill beginning July 1, 1997.  GreenWaste will provide landfill management, but will also implement the following new diversion programs: concrete storage and processing area, yard waste processing and composting area, wood waste and brush storage and processing area, materials recovery facility, and material drop-off and storage area.  With all these new diversion programs at the landfill, diversion numbers can only go up!  For further information, call Bob Kohn at (916) 528-1102.





Humboldt County is facing the closure of its landfill in the next five years, and recently formed the Humboldt County Waste Management Authority to address landfill issues.  In March, the authority released an RFP for transfer station operation, transport, and disposal or alternative technology for processing of solid waste and received eight proposals.  A copy of the authority's RFP is available through the IWMB's Office of Local Assistance Library.  For more information about the Authority or RFP, contact Gerald Kindsfather at (707) 725-7635.





Santa Clara County is amending its countywide NDFE to include the ZBEST composting facility coming on line to process a major portion of the county's green waste.  The 157-acre site will be a regional composting facility operated by Zanker Road Resource Management, Ltd. Feedstock will include agricultural by-products and source-separated green waste from surrounding jurisdictions.  It is anticipated that the facility will process between 200,000 and 500,000 cubic yards of material per year.
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deRocca Rocks!





Glenn County has received used oil grants since 1994, but it's only been since early 1996, when Gerry deRocca joined the Glenn County Public Works Department, that things began to move, and WOW!, Are they moving! Gerry has taken a very aggressive approach to the oil and household hazardous waste (HHW) collection programs and plans to have each and every citizen of Glenn County informed of the collection opportunities.





Gerry certified 16 used oil collection centers, put together a county-wide public education program, hired the California Conservation Corps to go into all Glenn County schools with a used oil education program, set up a HHW collection system, (including a permanent facility that is currently being constructed), and held several one-day collection events.  A small quantity generator and agri-collection program, in addition to a used oil and household hazardous waste collection program, developed through a partnership between the county and nonprofit groups, are efforts that are paying off in Glenn County.





Rural counties that are just beginning used oil or HHW collection programs might want to give Gerry a call at (916) 934-6530.  He's happy to share his knowledge and experience gained over the last 18 months of implementation.











CALMAXSM





The Board's CALMAXSM (California Materials Exchange) program assists businesses, industries and institutions by helping them find markets for materials traditionally discarded.  Not only does CALMAXSM enable businesses to save on disposal costs, it encourages reuse and recycling of discarded materials and helps businesses find free or low cost feedstock.  Through a bimonthly catalog and on-line system, CALMAXSM provides a clearinghouse of information on materials available from and needed by businesses.





Since 1992, California businesses and institutions have saved millions of dollars and diverted over 314,000 tons of materials from landfills by taking advantage of the CALMAX  program.  To obtain a catalog of materials available or wanted, call CALMAX at (916) 255-2369 or the Board's hotline at (800) 553-2962.  The catalog is also available on the internet at:  http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/mrt/calmax/calmax.htm





Reuse is a Family Affair With CALMAX





For the past 40 years, David Tress of Kemstar Corporation has been in the surplus chemical business. For 30 years prior to that his father, Martin Tress, was also in the surplus chemical business; and now Jason Tress, David’s son, is carrying on the tradition.  David and Jason, along with a crew of 10 (including David’s wife Dawn and daughter Jessica), buy and sell surplus materials nationwide.  David told us, “The 40 years has all gone by like a quick day.  This business is exciting and dramatic, we never know what is going to be offered to us from day to day.”  





�We’re pleased to note that CALMAX has been a great help to the business in recent years.  David also said, “CALMAX has been very helpful in letting West Coast manufacturers know what we can do for them.  Having an organization like CALMAX to help us disseminate information about our company has been enormously helpful.”  





What Kemstar does is very simple. It buys surplus materials from companies throughout the United States, such as chemicals, solvents, pigments, halocarbons, dyes, resins, fiberglass, advanced composite fabrics, graphite-carbon, aramid fabrics, and other related materials.  Then Kemstar finds companies who need these materials and sells them at a discount.  It does not however, handle highly toxic or hazardous items.  Oftentimes, Kemstar will pay high prices for materials that their owners think are worthless, but David Tress and his staff know there are people out there who will pay for these materials.  In 1996, they made over 36 exchanges through CALMAX, totaling over 30 tons.  One exchange was for 38,000 lb. of an ion resin that was in storage, unused, for over 14 years.  The ion resin was destined for the landfill, but Kemstar was able to regenerate it, and sell it at an enormous discount to a happy end user.  So far in 1997 they’ve been able to find over 12 tons of material through CALMAX, and we’re not even half way through the year.





Like the ion resin, many of the materials Kemstar finds are one step from being lost to the landfill.  One of the goals of Kemstar is to find a way to make use of these unwanted materials in a practical and environmentally responsible manner.  From electronics to industrial chemicals and raw materials, to advanced composites of all kinds, they strive to find other businesses that can use these materials and, therefore, keep them out of the landfill.





David Tress and Kemstar have been CALMAX subscribers since 1992 (CALMAX’s first year in operation).  So far David’s been able to find and obtain many different types of materials (as people find him), and hopefully will continue to do so.  With 11 separate listings in CALMAX, Kemstar is sure to find many of the materials it is looking for and some that may be surprises—soon to become opportunities.  Speaking of surprises, we were surprised to find out Dave is also a poet.  Maybe in a future issue there will be a poem about CALMAX.





For Dave Tress, and his family, Kemstar has been a happy and prosperous business for over 70 years.  They look forward to many more years of helping others as they help themselves and the environment.  CALMAX salutes Kemstar as our summer 1997 Match of the Catalog and is proud to be part of a successful economic and environmental solution to reducing waste in California.





Kemstar Corporation can be reached toll free at (888) 390-0180.
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Do You Have Doubts About Re-Refined Motor Oil?





Well, Sean Woodside and Goldenwest Mortorsports don't!  Sean drives a 1997 Pontiac Grand Prix NASCAR on the Winston West circuit for Goldenwest Motorsports.  An engine for this car can cost more than $30,000, and what is the choice for oil for this valuable piece of equipment?  76 Lubricants Company's Firebird brand re-refined oil is the clear choice.  Since 1995, 76 Lubricants and Goldenwest Motorsports have attended various auto-related events throughout the state and are anxious to work with local governments to get the word out about recycling used oil and closing the loop by buying re-refined.  Contact Caroll Mortensen of the IWMB's Used Oil Recycling Program for more information at (916) 255-2370.  A NASCAR race car at your next community event may be just the educational tool you were looking for! 





Plastic Durable Goods Workshops





The IWMB will be conducting two workshops to promote the use of post-consumer plastic in durable goods in January of 1998.  One workshop, to be held in Southern California, will focus on promoting the use of recycled resin in automobiles and other transportation-related products.  A second workshop, to be held in the San Francisco Bay Area, will focus on use of recycled resins in computers and other electronics.  The IWMB is currently developing the agendas for these workshops with input from industry and environmental groups, local governments and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 


The purpose of the workshops is to help develop new and expanded markets for postconsumer plastic in the manufacture of plastic durable goods.  This represents an important new initiative, since the focus of plastics recycling in the past has been almost exclusively on containers, packaging, and film.  However, there is potentially a large market for recycled plastics in durable goods manufacturing.


The IWMB has targeted plastics as a priority material for diversion in its updated market development plan, Meeting the 50 Percent Challenge: Recycling Market Development Strategies Through the Year 2000.  Plastic was targeted because it is a growing part of the waste stream, and because of its unique physical characteristics.  Plastic currently comprises approximately 7 to 10 percent of the waste stream by weight, but due to its low weight-to-volume ratio, makes up 10 to 20 percent of the waste stream by volume.  


In addition, the amount of plastic in the waste stream is likely to increase in both real and relative terms by the year 2000.  This is because the amount of plastic being produced is increasing, and because plastic will make up a larger part of the waste stream as materials like yard waste, construction/demolition waste, and mixed paper are diverted in greater amounts.  Therefore, plastic will play an important role in helping many jurisdictions to meet their 50 percent landfill diversion requirement. 


For more information on the workshops, please visit our home page at http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov (choose “Meetings and Events” and then the link to the workshop information).  For additional information on the workshops please contact either Michael Leaon at (916) 255-2464, or Michael Contreras at (916) 255-4453.








Buy Recycled Corner





The frontier of recycling continues to be the consistent manufacture and purchase of as many recycled-content products as possible. This feature focuses on buy-recycled success stories and bringing accurate and up-to-date product information to  InfoCycling’s readers.





The “Model Green Building” projects encourage businesses, by example, to establish complete waste reduction and buy-recycled systems in office buildings or office parks. By practicing resource efficiency, companies can afford to pay any differential in the price of recycled-content products.  Although these differences in prices now are often nonexistent or diminishing, there remains a perception that “recycled” costs more.  Where this is still the case, the “model green” approach allows businesses to more than compensate for the cost. Now any business can participate in the crucially needed completion step of the recycling loop. Green, then, is a double entendre.  It means a company is both environmentally conscious and has a greener bottom line, because these projects save money. 





Based on the highly successful Warner Center project (it saved one California office park over $1 million in one year), the model greens are cosponsored by the IWMB and the Recycled Paper Coalition (coalition).  The model greens were designed to promote membership in the coalition and to assist the tenants, where feasible, in purchasing recycled-content products cooperatively for quantity discounts.  





The model green sites were chosen to have at least one anchor business with name recognition—a good leader to follow to greener pastures (more accurately, greener hallways).  A high public profile for their waste reduction efforts is often a driving factor for businesses to go green--They not only want to do their part, they want it known that they are doing so.  The recognition model green businesses get encourages other companies to follow suit.  This is just good business, as consumer’ surveys show more and more, customers prefer doing business with those that care about the environment.





The model green companies have agreed to do the following in return for consulting services provided as part of the model green projects:





Join the Recycled Paper Coalition, and in doing so, (a) commit to purchase paper products with a minimum of 20 percent postconsumer content, (b) strive to expand recycled-content purchases as much as possible over time, and (c) report progress to the coalition annually.





Actively give advice and assistance to other businesses interested in setting up a similar complete-loop recycling system. 





Status of Projects 





Model green is a “template” concept that can be customized to any business and applied by any consultant or internal management team with a background in waste reduction, recycling, and recycled products purchasing.  Experience shows these programs earn back their initial investment, usually in a year or less.  When applied consistently over time, they save companies thousands of dollars a year.  





The first project was initiated in 1996 in Glendale, California, in three office buildings owned by Allstate Insurance and managed by Coldwell Banker (CB Commercial).   The consultant is RSI, Inc. of Woodland Hills.  RSI developed and managed the successful Warner Center Project in Woodland Hills.  The Warner Center “Cash for Trash” program has operated for seven years.  In 1996, the project:





Recycled 8,222 tons of waste, representing a 71 percent diversion rate.


Generated $1 million in the sale of recyclables.


Saved tenant businesses $182,000 in waste disposal fees.


Saved tenants 18 percent on the recycled products they purchased as a group.


Assisted the office park in purchasing 68 percent of their new office products from recycled materials.





Preliminary results have been encouraging.  In the first eight months of the Model Green Building project in Glendale, tenants:





Diverted 315 tons of waste from landfills for a 35 percent recycling rate.


Saved $13,026 from the combined sale of recyclables and avoided disposal costs.


Joined the Recycled Paper Coalition in record numbers—21 companies to date. 





Two more model green projects began in 1997 and are still at the start-up stage:





Southern California-Nissan Corporation, Gardena.  The consultant for this project is The Recycling Group of Del Mar.





Central Valley-The Money Store, Sacramento. The Recycling Group is also the consultant for this project.


While there are no immediate plans to fund further model green projects, the IWMB and coalition plan to publish a “how-to” guidebook for businesses on the model green approach.  It will be available in 1998.    For more information contact:





 IWMB


Joyce Mason 


Buy Recycled Section 


8800 Cal Center Drive, MS-22


Sacramento, CA  95826





916-255-2448 


Fax: 916-255-2573, or 


e-mail: jmason@ ciwmb.ca.gov.








What's New At The Waste Prevention Info Exchange ?�PRIVATE ��





The Waste Prevention Info Exchange facilitates the flow of news, ideas, fact sheets, business case studies, clip art, guide books, reports, and videos among governments, businesses, nonprofits, and other interested parties. Contact us at:





916-255-INFO


wpinfoex@mrt.ciwmb.ca.gov 


http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/mrt/wpw/wpmain.htm


Outdated Computers


A 1991 Carnegie Mellon University study estimates that 325 million personal computers will become obsolete between 1985 and 2005.  Wow, that is a lot of computers!  What can be done to keep them out of landfills?   If you need to find a place that takes used computers, check out the Parents, Educators, and Publishers (P.E.P) web site:  (http://www.microweb.com/pepsite/Recycle/recycle_index.html).   If you don’t have access to the World Wide Web, give us a call and we’ll send you information from this site.


In the long term, the U.S. EPA is funding the Electronic Product Recovery and Recycling (EPR2) Roundtable to promote the development and use of environmentally and economically sound strategies for managing electronic equipment that has reached the end of its useful life.   You can receive a free copy of their newsletter called the Electronic Product Recovery and Recycling (EPR2) Update by faxing a request to (202) 293-0032.  To learn more call: Dawn Amore at 202-293-2270, ext. 483.  


CD-ROM and Videotape Recycling?


There have been inquiries about what to do with old CD ROMs and videotapes.  We came across a few companies in California that reuse or recycle these items: 





Avery Pahls  (all of California)--(206) 222-7734 (CD ROMs and videotapes).





Steve Vargas  (all of USA)-- (213) 466-8101x854  (videotapes).


Lila Weingarten  (Hollywood, Ca)-- (800) 824-3130 ext. 890 – (videotapes)





Jade Herrera, Ecomedia Recycling Center—(Anaheim Hills, CA)-- (800) 359-601, or  (714) 777-8268 (videocassettes and VHS cases).





If you know of others, let us know and we’ll add them to our list.  Also, the CALMAX listings are a great place to look for this kind of information.











�





Educational Poster is Envelope Too!





The State of Indiana sent us sample educational campaign materials.  A unique feature is an educational poster that is folded to serve as the envelope for the campaign materials.  Inside the folded poster are a letter; list of local government contacts; two stickers and a magnet with the slogan, “Indiana’s had it up to here!” (with a photo of trash); and a detailed poster with information on these topics: reducing waste at the source, cutting yard trimmings, reducing hazardous materials in your home, and recycling.  Contact us for more information on this successful public education campaign.


Thanks to the City of Ventura for sending us a sample of their “Catch the Wave’’ educational campaign materials.  They created a compact, yet comprehensive guidebook for citizens on recycling, reusing, and reducing waste.   Phone numbers and addresses that make it really useful.  Their yardwaste guidebook is also comprehensive, covering growing practices, grasscycling, composting, and worm composting.  Drawings help explain the different types of compost bins and there is an educational video featuring Dr. Rot.  For more information call Glenda Plisky (805) 652-4525. 








California Celebrates the First Annual America Recycles Day





Eleven national groups and government agencies have formed a public-private partnership to host the first America Recycles Day on November 15, 1997,with Vice President Al Gore serving as honorary chairman.





With its theme, "Keep Recycling Working, Buy Recycled", America Recycles Day will celebrate the achievements of recycling programs throughout the country and will encourage a recycling ethic by urging people to buy recycled goods.  California is an official partner of this event, and state co-chairs James R. Kuhl (Present, SWANA Founding Chapter) and Halina Wojnicz (Vice President, National Source Reduction and Recycling Programs, Bank of America) have taken the lead in coordinating California's support for this important event.  The IWMB is actively participating in this event.





Cities throughout the state are now planning California Recycles Day events to demonstrate how recycling is working in their communities, and recycling and waste management organizations in the private sector are organizing to help make this event a great success.








Here are just a few ways you can get involved:





On Saturday, November 15, sponsor a special event in your city or county, such as a recycling fair or a recycled art festival.


Distribute America Recycles Day pledge cards by including them in your local refuse and/or utility bills.


Become an official state sponsor and help promote the message, "Keep Recycling Working, Buy Recycled".





For more information contact the California Recycles Day coordinating office:





California Recycles Day


Attn: Susan Fountain, Project Manager


P.O. Box 15238


Long Beach, CA  90815


(562) 570-2850 or (562) 570-2861 (FAX)
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General questions regarding �EMBED Unknown \s��� should be addressed to:








Michelle Lawrence


Office of Local Assistance


California Integrated Waste Management Board


8800 Cal Center Drive, MS 8


Sacramento,  CA 95826


(916) 255-2397


mlawrenc@ciwmb.ca.gov
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