Resource Conservation District Projects�Using Mulch and Compost From Cities


�
Why Professionals Use Municipal Mulch and Compost


Commercial growers and erosion control specialists around the state are finding that mulches and composts made from the harvest of the urban landscape—tree trimmings, lawn clippings, food residuals, and woody materials from construction sites—can be an integral part of their soil management practices.  These products help enhance soil structure and organic content while reducing some of the environmental impacts associated with farming and landscaping.


Californians generate well over 10 million tons of urban organic material annually, more than 30 percent of the state's solid waste stream.  California law requires local jurisdictions to divert 50 percent of all their solid waste from landfills by the year 2000.  


To achieve this goal, the Integrated Waste Management Board (IWMB) has been working since the early 1990s to increase agricultural and erosion control markets for municipal mulch and compost.  The IWMB's efforts include funding seven agricultural demonstration projects around the state and facilitating the implementation of voluntary product quality guidelines by the California Compost Quality Council (CCQC).


Resource Conservation District Projects


Resource Conservation Districts (RCD) provide information, education, and technical assistance to the public about natural resource management issues.  The following RCD projects, some with federal funding, involve the use of municipal mulch or compost.


Cachuma RCD


The Cachuma RCD received cost-share funding from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's Mid-Pacific Region Challenge Grant Program in 1995 to evaluate alternative farming practices that could improve and conserve natural resources while maintaining or improving farm profits.  


Management practices at one site, an avocado orchard in southern Santa Barbara County, include using municipal mulch to reduce disease, control weeds, improve water infiltration, reduce runoff and erosion, and offer an alternative to fertilizer and pesticide application.  This project is ongoing, and RCD staff will continue to collect data for several more years.


RCD contact:  


Jerry Czarnecki, District Manager�Kevin Peterson, Irrigation Specialist �(805) 928-9269


UC Cooperative Extension contact:  


Ben Faber, (805) 645-1451


Greater San Diego County RCD


The Greater San Diego County RCD conducted outreach (field days, workshops, newsletters) to commercial avocado and citrus growers in San Diego County during 1997 as part of the IWMB’s sixth agricultural demonstration project.  The project, coordinated by researchers at the University of California at Riverside (UCR), involved mulch and compost use at commercial avocado and citrus orchards in Riverside, Santa Barbara, San Diego, and Ventura Counties.  


UCR’s final report will be available from the IWMB Web site by the summer of 1999.  RCD staff also recently completed additional outreach activities highlighting Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) activities in San Diego County under a 1998 EQIP educational grant.


�
RCD contact:  


Patty McDuffee, Agricultural Grant Administrator:  (760) 745-2061


Ventura County RCD


The Ventura County RCD and U.C. Cooperative Extension began the Calleguas Creek Watershed Treatment Project in 1996 with funding from the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board and the Coastal Conservancy.  


Streambank stabilization, using geotextile products and grass and lupine seeding, constitutes the major portion of the watershed project.  In addition, cover crops and municipal mulch have been successfully used in citrus orchards draining into Grimes and Long Canyons to control soil erosion.  


IWMB augmented the RCD’s funding to continue the erosion control monitoring by the Cooperative Extension in citrus orchards during the winter of 1998.  A pamphlet detailing specifications and guidelines for using mulch for erosion control in citrus orchards will be included in the RCD’s final report, which will be available from the IWMB in the fall of 1999.


RCD contact:  


Peggy Rose, Project Manager�(805) 386-4685


UC Cooperative Extension contact:  


Ben Faber, (805) 645-1451


Committee for Sustainable Agriculture


In addition to the RCD projects described above, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service awarded EQIP funding in 1999 to the Committee for Sustainable Agriculture (CSA) to produce three conferences and field tours in conjunction with various RCDs and other agricultural organizations.  


�The conferences address sustainable agriculture methods, including the use of compost and mulch with soil fertility programs, vegetables, and strawberries.  Conferences were scheduled in Santa Cruz, San Benito, and Sonoma Counties in spring 1999.  


In addition to agricultural production and marketing information, each conference included a workshop on government conservation resources, including EQIP grants, available to growers; these workshops were funded by the University of California Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education Program in cooperative agreement with CSA. 


CSA contact:


Lynn Young, (831) 763-2111


For More Information


RCD-IWMB Partnerships


The IWMB is interested in pursuing partnerships with other RCDs to promote the use of municipal mulch and compost.  For information about IWMB assistance, please contact �Pat Paswater at (916) 341-6593. 


IWMB Publications


Reports on the five demonstration projects completed in 1997, as well as a list of compost and mulch sources, are available on the �IWMB Web site at www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Organics/Farming/.  


EQIP Program


For information about the EQIP program, please contact Gary Bullard of the Natural Resources Conservation Service at (530) 792-5651.


CCQC Compost Quality Guidelines


For information about CCQC compost quality guidelines and registration procedures, please call (415) 241-0266 or e-mail composting@aol.com.
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