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Grants for Regional Recycling Model Project

T
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wo grants totaling a quarter million dollars will be used to fund an innovative recycling business project in Alameda County and the East Bay this year.  Federal and State funds will be used for the next two years to assist research and operations for small, midsized, and large recycled-content manufacturers located near Davis Street Transfer Station in San Leandro.  The regional concept fostered by the project is expected to dramatically reduce recycling transportation costs.

The grants are $200,000 from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and $50,000 from the California Trade and Commerce Agency, and will be administered by the California Integrated Waste Management Board, the lead State agency for recycling. (
(Grants—Continued on page 4...)

Zoning In

1998 RMDZ Administrator Training Conference

M



ark your calendars and come join the CARMDZ members and IWMB staff at the sixth annual RMDZ administrator training conference, October 29 and 30 at the Balboa Bay Yacht Club in Newport Beach, CA.   Developed by CARMDZ members, the conference will focus on ways to generate more business leads, alternative financing options, and cultivation and refinement of sales presentation skills.  This beautiful setting is perfect for networking with other zone administrators, partnering with other zone administrators to formulate effective approaches for new business generation, sharing zone success stories, and acquiring the latest RMDZ loan program updates.

The room rates have been subsidized by $100 to assist those administrators who have limited financial resources.  For more information about this important annual event, please contact Susan Fountain with the City of Long Beach at (562) 570-2850.  For reservations, contact Debbi Dodson of Dodson & Associates at 272-6804 or by fax at (619) 272-6805.(

Board Resources
America Recycles Day

C


ochairmen Steven R. Jones, an Integrated Waste Management Board (IWMB) member, and James Kuhl, zone administrator for the City of Long Beach, invite you to join in celebrating the second annual national America Recycles Day (ARD) on November 15, 1998.  This year’s theme is “If you’re not buying recycled, you’re not really recycling,” and is designed to stimulate markets for recovered materials and educate the public on sustainable procurement practices. (
(ARD—Continued on page 2...)

Zoning In



Board Adopts Twice Monthly Meetings--Committee System Dropped

T

he Integrated Waste Management Board at its July 1998 meeting suspended its committee system effective immediately.  Instead, the Board is holding on a trial basis two full Board meetings monthly August through November and one three-day Board meeting in December.  The Board in January 1999 will evaluate the effectiveness of the changes.

The new system is similar to that used by city councils and boards of supervisors and will reduce the number of meetings that interested parties must attend.  It will also reduce the amount of staff time spent on agenda items and presentations, and allow the Board to be more responsive to time-sensitive issues such as permits. 

In addition, Board members plan to focus on major waste management policy issues and emerging issues and trends during the rest of the year, including the effort now under way to thoroughly review waste management policy for the 21st Century.  The Board is expected to evaluate the new system in January 1999 and determine whether to make it permanent. (


RMDZ Is Now On Line and Global

W



e are excited to announce the arrival of the RMDZ Web site.  The new Board RMDZ site can be reached by keying in www.ciwmb.ca.gov/rmdz.  You can also get there by going to the Board’s home page (www.ciwmb.ca.gov) and choosing the “Business and Industry” selection.  Next, choose the Recycling Market Development Zone selection to see all the new and RMDZ-related topics.  Special features of the RMDZ Web site include hyperlinks to other resources such as CalMAX, Resource Guide for Recycling-Based Businesses, zone location maps, and waste reduction clip art.  There are links to other Web pages such as California RMDZ (CARMDZ).

This Web site is a work in progress with more material to be included, as it becomes available.  We are eager to get your feedback and ideas on how to enhance this new and innovative resource. (

ARD

(Continued from page 1.)

The IWMB is an official sponsor of ARD and is planning a variety of activities to assist local jurisdictions in promoting ARD.  ARD is an excellent opportunity for local businesses, public officials, and public individuals to learn more about “closing the loop” and to let people share their enthusiasm for buying recycled.

Jones and Kuhl are asking for your help to bring this nationwide effort to your local community.  They are counting on leaders like you to either coordinate local events or participate in a steering committee.  If you would like more information, please contact Susan Fountain at (562) 570-2852, Board member Steven Jones at (916) 255-2162, or visit the ARD Web site at www.ca-recycles.org. (
On The Move

P


lease join us in welcoming Jim La Tanner to his new position as supervisor of the RMDZ Loan Program.  Jim began on May 1, transferring from the California Trade and Commerce Agency’s replacement of underground storage tank loan program.  Jim has more than 18 years of commercial lending experience in the private sector and a master’s degree in business administration finance from Golden Gate University.  Should you have questions about the RMDZ loan program, Jim can be reached at 
(916) 255-2442. (
(Move—Continued On Page 3)
Money Matters

Profile: Crown Poly

C

rown Poly, Inc. was founded by President and CEO Ebrahim Simaee in October 1991. Simaee came to Crown Poly with more than 20 years in the plastic manufacturing industry. Before establishing Crown Poly, he had been a senior manager at National Sales Corporation, playing a key role in tripling National’s sales.  His first three years at Crown Poly were devoted to research and design.  As a result, he won the patent rights to “Pull-N-Pak” Produce Bagging System.  Crown Poly began production of “Pull-N-Pak” plastic bags in 1995.

Challenge

Under Simaee’s guidance, Crown Poly’s short-term objective is to gain a substantial share of the produce roll bag market in California. The company also plans to expand its California market share by converting other roll bag and non-roll bag packaging to the “Pull-N-Pak” concept.  To meet goals, Crown Poly needed to purchase five state-of-the-art extruders to increase production capacity.

Action

The Recycling Market Development Loan Program provided $369,000 to Crown Poly for working capital.  An additional $5.5 million financed by Wentworth Corporation was used by Crown Poly to purchase new equipment.

Result

The “Pull-N-Pak” Produce Bagging System is being marketed to leading California grocery companies.  Crown Poly is currently distributing its produce bagging system through distribution companies in California. The company, which is nationwide, anticipates selling an additional 9,650 tons of its produce bagging system in California alone.  Because of the unique “star seal” bottom construction, the bag can be downgraded to 7 microns and still maintain proper product application.  “Pull-N-Pak” Produce Bagging Systems are replacing current produce bags at 11 microns and up.  The new patented technology will reduce the amount of plastic currently being used in the common produce bags by 57 percent.  In addition, the product requires less energy (electricity) to manufacture and less energy (fuel) to ship and transport.

Because the “Pak-N-Pull” Produce Bagging System uses 57 percent less virgin plastic, the source reduction would equal 5,500 tons per year.



Powerful Partnerships

Through the combined efforts of the IWMB, and Wentworth Capital A Division of Charter Financial, Crown Poly is now adequately capitalized with over $5.8 million to move forward this innovative source reduction project.  The IWMB is excited to participate in this powerful partnership. (

Move 

(Continued from page 2.)
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n March, Roma Cristia-Plant, formerly with the loan program, joined the Housing and Community Redevelopment Agency’s Child Care Facilities Financing program.  Leaving behind many well-wishers, Roma can be reached at (916) 327-3626.

Calvin Young in June began his duties as a committee analyst for IWMB Board member Steven R. Jones.  RMDZ staff would like to thank Calvin for his many years of service to the RMDZ Loan Program.  Calvin can be reached at (916) 255-2164.

Staff also welcomes loan officer Don Tsukimura, who on June 22, joined the Board with 20 years experience in commercial and agricultural lending with both Sumitomo Bank and U.S. Bank.  At Sumitomo Bank, Don helped establish and administer the Sacramento branch of its agricultural loan department.  Don graduated from California State University, Sacramento, with a bachelor of science degree in public health/microbiology.  Don can be reached at (916) 255-2476.

Jeff White, former IWMB loan officer, has returned to Caltrans’ accounts receivable department.  While Jeff was with the Board’s loan program for only a short time, we thank him for his contributions and wish him well. (
Feature Article

Waste Tire Recycling Conference Coming Soon

T

he California Integrated Waste Management Board’s (IWMB) third biennial Tire Recycling Conference will be held on October 7-9, 1998 in Santa Clara, CA at the Biltmore Hotel and Suites.  The conference is being cosponsored by the cities of San Jose and Santa Clara, the County of Santa Clara, the Los Angeles Rubberized Asphalt Concrete Technology Center, New United Motor Manufacturing, Inc. and Waste Management of Alameda County.

The conference will consist of interactive workshops, lectures, and field trips to the New United Motor Manufacturing, Inc. (NUMMI), in Fremont, and the Davis Street Transfer Station in San Leandro.   The conference program will focus on providing information on financing of tire recycling projects, effective marketing of recycled content products and local waste tire recycling programs, State and local permit and enforcement requirements, the latest developments in waste tire recycling technologies, and on possible future waste tire legislation. 

The goal of the conference is to positively impact the tire recycling markets and to ensure the tires that are not diverted from disposal are handled safely and efficiently.  This conference is an excellent opportunity to:

· Learn about financing of tire recycling projects. 

· Network with industry experts (and possibly increase your sales of recycled manufacturing feedstock and recycled content products). 

· Learn effective marketing techniques. 

· Develop an understanding of the waste tire handling and disposal laws and regulations.

· Learn about the latest developments in waste tire recycling technologies.

In addition to the above direct benefits, if you reserve your room by September 16, the hotel is offering a reduced rate of $69 per night from October 8 through October 11.  Therefore, you and your family can take advantage of this reduced rate for the Columbus Day weekend to enjoy some of the local and regional attractions in the San Francisco Bay area.  For more information please visit the Tire Recycling Conference Web page.  Go tohttp://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/mtgs.htm www.ciwmb.ca.gov/mtgs.htm and click “Biennial Tire Conference.”

To register for the conference please call (800) 858-7743.  Registration fees for the entire conference are $100 for government employees and $150 for all others.  The daily rate is $35 for government employees and $50 for all others.  Registration fees include one no-host reception, three continental breakfasts, two lunches, and all conference materials.  If you have any questions about the conference, please call Mike Leaon of the IWMB's Market Analysis and Services Section at (916) 255-2464.(
Grants

(Continued from page 1)

The project, titled “A Model for Regional Markets for Recyclables—U.S. EPA’s 1998 Jobs Through Recycling Initiative,” is expected to attract nationwide interest in regional recycling.  The grants will fund low-interest loans to the businesses; provide technical, permitting, financial, and siting assistance to the businesses; and implement a tailored advertising program to attract new businesses or expand existing businesses.  The Waste Board anticipates these project benefits: 

· Adding some 50 jobs in the community.

· Diverting in excess of 100,000 tons per year from landfills.

· Providing more than $7.5 million in capital outlay.

· Assisting local jurisdictions in obtaining their disposal mandate of 50 percent by the year 2000.

· Minimizing costs of transportation of materials by keeping the markets in the community.

· Providing a model project for other communities, states, tribes, and territories.

The project participants are the Board, Waste Management of Alameda County, the City of San Leandro, Materials for the Future Foundation, the Corporation for Manufacturing Excellence, the Oakland/
Berkeley RMDZ, and the Community Environmental Council. ( Quarterly Calendar

September 23-24



The IWMB Board meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. in Santa Barbara.  For more information, contact IWMB’s Patti Bertram at (916) 255-2156.  If needed, the Board will meet a second day on September 24.

October  6

The IWMB Board meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. at 8800 Cal Center Drive in Sacramento.  For more information, contact IWMB’s Patti Bertram at (916) 255-2156. 
If needed, the Board will meet a second day on October 7.

October 7-9

The IWMB’s third biennial Tire Recycling Conference will be held at the Biltmore Hotel & Suites, Santa Clara, CA.  The conference will address effective marketing for the tire recycling, review of new and existing waste tire recycling technologies, and a review of waste tire handling and storage regulations.  For more information, contact IWMB’s Mike Leaon at (916) 255-2464 or for registration, please call (800) 858-7743.

October 17-25

The second annual Second Chance Week activities will be held in your community.  For more information, call Leif Christiansen with the Local Government Commission at (916) 448-1198 or e-mail him at lgc.waste@bbs.macnexus.org.  Information is also available on the Second Chance Web site at www.secondhand.com. 

October 21

The IWMB Board meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. at 8800 Cal Center Drive in Sacramento.  For more information, contact IWMB’s Patti Bertram at (916) 255-2156.  If needed, the Board will meet a second day on October 22.

October 21

CRRA is sponsoring an “Eco Industrial Park Workshop” from 8:15 to 2:30 at the Waterfront Plaza Hotel, Jack London Square in Oakland, CA.  Registration is $50 for members and $75 for non-members.  For more information, contact John Davis at (909) 793-3877.

October 29-30

The RMDZ Administrator training conference will be held at the Balboa Bay Yacht Club in Newport Beach, CA.  For more information, contact Debbi Dodson of Dodson & Associates at (619) 272-6804 or IWMB’s Kristen McDonald at (916) 255-1000.

November 5-6

CALED's Fall Conference will be held in Burbank, CA.  It includes two major tracks on financing economic development in urban and rural areas.  For more information, contact CALED at (916) 448-8252.

November 15

America Recycles Day activities will be held throughout the state.  For more information on events near you visit the Web site at www.ca-recycles.org or call Susan Fountain at (562) 570-2852.

November 18

The IWMB Board meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. at 8800 Cal Center Drive in Sacramento.  For more information, contact IWMB’s Patti Bertram at (916) 255-2156.  If needed, the Board will meet a second day on November 19.

November 20

Electronics Take-Back Workshop: Beyond Computers will be held at Hewlett Packard Co. in Cupertino.  This workshop is cosponsored by the U.C. Santa Cruz Environmental Business Center, CRRA Reuse Council, and Hewlett Packard Co.  For more information, contact Ann Schneider at (408) 748-3200 or by e-mail at aschneid@cats.
ucsc.edu.

December 15

The IWMB Board meeting will be held at 9:30 a.m. at 8800 Cal Center Drive in Sacramento.  For more information, contact IWMB’s Patti Bertram at (916) 255-2156.  If needed, the Board will meet for additional days on December 16 and 17. (
Loan Program Notes

The loan interest rate remains unchanged at 5.7 percent for applications received in the next six-month period from July to December. The loan interest rate is tied to the State Treasurer’s “Surplus Money Investment Fund,” which is adjusted December 31 and June 30. (
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The RMDZ News is published three times a year for zone administrators and other interested parties by the California Integrated Waste Management Board.  Copyright 1998, all rights reserved.  To acquire/change/delete a subscription contact Lisa Barry at the address below, by e-mail at lbarry@�ciwmb.ca.gov, or by phoning (916) 255-1122.





The Integrated Waste Management Board (IWMB) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in access to its programs.  IWMB publications are available in accessible formats upon request by calling the Public Affairs Office at (916) 255-2296. Persons with hearing impairments can reach the IWMB through the California Relay Service, 1-800-735-2929.
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