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All text, except for Closing the Loop correlations, is extracted from the California State Board of Education's History-Social Science Content Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve.

Kindergarten: Learning and Working Now and Long Ago
Students in kindergarten are introduced to basic spatial, temporal and causal relationships, emphasizing the geographic and historical connections between the world today and the world long ago. The stories of ordinary and extraordinary people help describe the range and continuity of human experience and introduce the concepts of courage, self-control, justice, heroism, leadership, deliberation, and individual responsibility. Historical empathy for how people lived and worked long ago reinforces the concept of civic behavior: how we interact respectfully with each other, following rules, and respecting the rights of others.

K.1
Students demonstrate an understanding that being a good citizen involves acting in certain ways, in terms of:

1.
Examples of rules, such as sharing and taking turns, and the consequences of breaking them.


Closing the Loop


Classroom Exchange of Unwanted Items (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 3)

K.4
Students compare and contrast the locations of people, places, and environments and describe the human and physical characteristics of places by:

1.
Determining the relative location of objects using near/far, left/right, behind/in front.


Closing the Loop


Litter Relay (K–3 Module, Unit 4, Activity 3)

Grade 1:  A Child’s Place In Time and Space

Students in grade one continue a more detailed treatment of the broad concepts of rights and responsibilities in the contemporary world. The classroom serves as a microcosm of society in which decisions are made with respect for individual responsibility, for other people and for the rules by which we all must live: fair play, good sportsmanship, respect for the rights and opinions of others. Students examine the geographic and economic aspects of life in their own neighborhoods and compare them to those of people long ago. Students explore the varied backgrounds of American citizens and learn about the symbols, icons, and songs that reflect our common heritage.

1.1
Students describe the rights and individual responsibilities of citizenship, in terms of:

1.
The making of rules by direct democracy (everyone votes on the rules) and by representative democracy (a smaller elected group makes the rules); examples of both in their classroom, school and community.


Closing the Loop


Classroom Exchange of Unwanted Items (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 3)

2.
The elements of fair play and good sportsmanship, respect for the rights and opinions of others, and respect for rules by which we live, including the meaning of the "Golden Rule."


Closing the Loop


Litter Relay (K–3 Module, Unit 4, Activity 3)

1. 6
Students understand basic economic concepts and the role of individual choice in a free-market economy, in terms of:

1.
The concept of exchange and the use of money to purchase goods and services


Closing the Loop


Classroom Exchange of Unwanted Items (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 3)

Grade 2:  People Who Make a Difference

Students in grade two explore the lives of actual people who make a difference in their everyday lives and learn the stories of extraordinary people from history whose achievements have touched them, directly or indirectly. The study of contemporary people who supply goods and services aids in understanding the complex interdependence in our free market system.

2.4
Students understand basic economic concepts and their individual roles in the economy, and demonstrate basic economic reasoning skills, in terms of:

1.
Food production and consumption long ago and today including the role of farmers, processors, distributors, weather, and land and water resources.


Closing the Loop


The Effects Worms Have on Soil (K–3 Module, Unit 3, Activity 4)

2.
The role and interdependence of buyers (consumers) and sellers (producers) of goods and services.


Closing the Loop


Making Recycled Paper by Hand (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 4)

3.
How limits on resources require people to choose what to produce and what to consume.


Closing the Loop


People Use Natural Resources (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 2)


Landfill in a Jug (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 3)


There is No “Away” (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 4)


Treasures of the Earth—A Play (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 5)


Reducing the Amount of Plastic That Goes to a Landfill (K–3 Module, Unit 2, 


Activity 1)


What Do I Do with it Now? (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 2)


Making Recycled Paper by Hand (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 4)


Litter Relay (K–3 Module, Unit 4, Activity 3)


Packaging Can Become Litter (K–3 Module, Unit 4, Activity 4)

Grade 3:  Continuity and Change

Students in grade three learn more about our connections to the past and the ways in which particularly local, but also regional and national, government and traditions have developed and left their marks on current society, providing common memories. Emphasis is on the physical and cultural landscape of California, including the study of American Indians, the subsequent arrival of immigrants and the impact they have had in forming the character of our contemporary society.

3.1
Students describe the physical and human geography and use maps, tables, graphs, photographs, and charts to organize information about people, places, and environments in a spatial context by:

2.
Tracing the ways in which people have used the resources of the local region and modified the physical environment (e.g., A dam constructed upstream changed a river or coastline).


Closing the Loop



Landfill in a Jug (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 3)

3.4
Students understand the role of rules and laws in our daily lives, and the basic structure of the United States government, in terms of:

1.
Why we have rules, laws, and the U.S. Constitution; the role of citizenship in promoting rules and laws; the consequences for violating rules and laws.


Closing the Loop


Classroom Exchange of Unwanted Items (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 3)

3.5
Students demonstrate basic economic reasoning skills and an understanding of the economy of the local region, in terms of:

1.
How local producers have used natural resources, human resources, and capital resources to produce goods and services in the past and the present.


Closing the Loop


What are Natural Resources? (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 1)


People Use Natural Resources (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 2)


Landfill in a Jug (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 3)


There is No “Away” (K–3 Module, Unit 1, Activity 4)

3.
How individual economic choices involve tradeoffs and the evaluation of benefits and costs.


Closing the Loop


Reducing the Amount of Plastic That Goes to a Landfill (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 1)


What Do I Do with it Now? (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 2)


Classroom Exchange of Unwanted Items (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 3)


Making Recycled Paper by Hand (K–3 Module, Unit 2, Activity 4)


Litter Relay (K–3 Module, Unit 4, Activity 3)

Grade 4:  California: A Changing State

Students learn the story of their home state, unique in American history in terms of its vast and varied geography, its many waves of immigration beginning with pre-Columbian societies, its continuous diversity, economic energy, and rapid growth. In addition to the specific treatment of milestones in California history, students examine the state in the context of the rest of the nation, with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution and the relationship between State and federal government.

4.2
Students describe the social, political, cultural, and economic life and interactions among people of California from the pre-Columbian societies to the Spanish mission and Mexican rancho periods, in terms of:

1.
The major nations of California Indians, their geographic distribution, economic activities, legends, and religious beliefs; and how they depended upon, adapted to, and modified the physical environment by cultivation of land and sea resources.


Closing the Loop


Performing a Class Waste Audit (4–6 Module, Unit 2, Activity 2)

Grade 5:  United States History and Geography:
Making a New Nation

Students in grade five study the development of the nation up to 1850 with an emphasis on the population: who was already here, when and from where others arrived, and why people came. Students learn about the colonial government founded on Judeo-Christian principles, the ideals of the Enlightenment, and the English traditions of self-government. They recognize that ours is a nation that has a constitution that derives its power from the people, that has gone through a revolution, that once sanctioned slavery, that experienced conflict over land with the original inhabitants, and that experienced a westward movement that took its people across the continent. Studying the cause, course, and consequences of the early explorations through the War for independence and western expansion is central to students’ fundamental understanding of how the principles of the American republic form the basis of a pluralistic society in which individual rights are secured.

5.1
Students describe the major pre-Columbian settlements including the cliff dwellers and pueblo people of the desert Southwest, the American Indians of the Pacific Northwest, the nomadic nations of the Great Plains, and the woodland peoples east of the Mississippi River, in terms of:

1.
How geography and climate influenced the way various nations lived and adjusted to the natural environment, including locations of villages, the distinct structures that were built, and how food, clothing, tools and utensils were obtained.


Closing the Loop


Performing a Class Waste Audit (4–6 Module, Unit 2, Activity 2)
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