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Key Discussion Topics for Solid Waste Fires

List of Issues or Problems Identified

1. Number and extent of fires difficult to determine

2. Accurate fire case studies difficult to obtain or create

3. Verifiable cause difficult to determine

4. Fire Departments and Solid Waste LEAs don’t routinely interact

5. Official BMPs don't exist:
Prevention and Suppression not standardized

6. What else?



Key Discussion Topics for Solid Waste Fires

Gaps or Ideas That Could Lead to Solutions

1. Are new CDI Fire Preventions Plans useful? 

2. Can Voluntary BMPs prevent or reduce fires? 

3. Develop BMPs to suppress a solid waste fire? 

4. Revise Fire Codes for solid waste businesses? 

5. Use CUP, CEQA or CIWMB processes to mitigate fires? 

6. More Education/Outreach needed?

7. New Laws? New Regulations?

8. What else can be done?  



VOTING OPTIONS

Revise Title 14, CCR

Add insurance requirements to cover fire costs

Greater penalties for intentional fires at SWF

Develop new CIWMB regulations, 
(e.g. apply Fire Prevention Plan regulations to all sites)

Develop legislation

Develop BMPs
(i.e. width, length, total volume)

Revise fire codes



VOTING OPTIONS (continued)

Develop Model Ordinances

Develop Guidance Document

Develop Education Materials and Training 

(CDs, Videos, Brochures)

Systematic Coordination
(Quarterly Meetings, Sharing Fire Reports, etc.)

Develop Web-based tool kits

Other



Top Four Potential Solutions

1) Develop more educational materials,

2) Develop a SFM model ordinance,

3) Develop BMPs to mitigate fires,

4) Promote Systematic Coordination



Next Steps

1) Continue to receive comments from LEAs, etc.

2) Continue to update Website

3) Develop Action Plan for BMPs, Model Ordinance, 
Training and Systematic Coordination 

3) Plan Coordination Meetings in Fall 2005

Bring together LEAs, Operators, Fire Service and 
others to discuss regional solutions including 
BMPs and information sharing



Questions?

Comments?





Fire Prevention, Control and Mitigation Plan



Fire Prevention, Control and 
Mitigation Plan

(A) Description of the measures the operator 
will take to prevent fires and to control and 
extinguish fires at the site;

(B) Identification and description of the 
equipment the operator will have available 
(on site and readily available on-site) to 
control and extinguish fires;



Fire Prevention, Control and 
Mitigation Plan (cont.)

(C) Description of the measures the operator 
will take to mitigate the impacts of any fire at 
the site to the public health and safety and 
the environment;

(D) Description of the arrangement the 
operator has made with the local fire control 
authority having jurisdiction to provide fire 
prevention, control and suppression;



Fire Prevention, Control and 
Mitigation Plan (cont.)

(E) Discussion of the ability of the local fire authority to 
suppress fires at the site in light of the authority’s 
personnel, expertise and equipment, the availability of 
water, access to the site and to flammable materials on the 
site, the nature of flammable materials on the site, the 
quantity and dimensions of materials on the site, and the 
potential for subsurface fires in accumulations of flammable 
materials on the site;

(F) Evidence that the operator has submitted the Plan to 
the local fires control authority for review and the that the 
authority has found it to be in compliance with the 
authority’s applicable requirements.



CCR Citations
• 14 CCR 17386(a)(19) - Operation Plan for:

– Small Volume CDI Processing Operation
– Inert Debris (Type A) Processing Operation
– Small Volume C&D Wood Debris Chip. & Grind.

• 14 CCR 18223(a)(19) - Facility Plan for:
– Medium Volume CDI Processing Facility
– Medium Volume C&D Wood Debris Chip. & Grind.

• 14 CCR 18223.5(a)(20) - Facility Report for:
– Large Volume CDI Processing
– Large Volume C&D Wood Debris Chip. & Grind.


