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SWIS Digital Inspections: Introduction
Alternative method for LEAs to submit solid waste facility 
inspection data in electronic format rather than paper.
Two methods initially offered:

Data entry by authorized users using a secured web form.   OR
Uploading of batch data in specified XML format by authorized users 
using a secured web site.

Batch data must be uploaded using the XML schema (data 
specification) provided by the CIWMB.
Using batch process will require LEAs to seek their own IT 
assistance—CIWMB cannot provide IT training/consulting.
Optional program—LEAs can continue to provide paper forms 
if they wish.
Procedures and schema draft available during October 2008.
Production availability anticipated in early 2009.



Project Goals:
Response to CCDEH and LEA requests for Board “to set 
in place XML-based electronic reporting system.”
Develop an approach based on standard industry 
technologies and practices (XML, web services).
Find an approach(s) that will be accessible/adoptable by as 
many LEAs as practical.
Approach(s) can be used/implemented by any interested 
database vendors or other interested parties.
Implement the service relatively quickly.
Minimize costs to the CIWMB.



How It Will Work: 
1) LEA Reviews Program Web Site
Note:  The draft process below has not received final internal approval and is still 

subject to change.

Interested parties review the program web site
Program procedures and policies.
Participant data exchange agreement.
XML Schemas and available web services information.
Suggested IT resources on formatting data in XML and use of 
XML schemas.
Information on accessing and using the self-service test site.



How It Will Work
2) LEA Uses Self-Service Test Site

Interested parties access the self-service testing site
Requires acquiring a Cal/EPA WebPass for login (easy to do).
Users can perform unlimited informal testing using the web 
form and/or batch data entry methods.
Testing site will return detailed error messages.
When LEA is ready, they will use the test web site to perform 
a “formal” test to demonstrate their ability to use the system.
A successful “formal” test will result in the tester receiving a 
success code they will included in their data exchange 
agreement application to the CIWMB.



How it will work:
3) LEA Submits Data Exchange Agreement

LEA completes and submits a data exchange agreement 
to the CIWMB.

Includes the LEA’s successful testing code from their “formal” 
test.
Specifies who the primary program and technical contacts will 
be for the LEA.
Specifies other users who should have access/rights to 
enter/upload inspection data.
Specifies other aspects of the data exchange agreement, e.g., 

LEA’s responsible for timely submittal in electronic or paper format.
Email notifications to LEA if submittals overdue.
Operator must be provided any updates to inspection data.
All noted violations/areas of concern require comments.



How It Will Work:
4) CIWMB Approves LEA To Use System

Assuming LEA has completed a successful “formal” test 
(web form and/or batch), they will be approved to use the 
system.
Users will be granted access to the system.
Users login with their Cal/EPA WebPass and enter data 
via web form or upload data in the specified XML format.
CIWMB will send emails to program and/or technical 
contacts when any problems or unusual activities occur.



How It Will Work
5) Authorized LEA Users Use System

Web Form Batch Upload



Entering a single inspection using the web form—Select a facility





DRAFT XML Upload
DO NOT USE THIS SCHEMA



Upload Batch Data in XML Format



Why Should I Enter Data via Web Form 
May not be relevant if you already collect your data in a 
data system (in-house or commercial).
Improved accuracy and consistency—web form will 
check/validate your entry. Key fields automatically 
entered once SWIS facility and inspection type selected.
Ability to generate clean/readable/professional-looking 
printed reports/outputs of an inspection that could be 
emailed and/or mailed to the operator.
Notes will be captured via your data entry—assists you, 
the operator, and the public in providing transparency. 
This approach requires minimal IT assistance and costs. 



Uploading Data in Batch
Uses XML and other industry standard technologies.
Useful for those who collect their inspection data in an in-
house or commercial database.
Detailed error messages will be provided for error batches.
Entire batch will not be accepted until it is entirely “correct” 
(i.e., is validated against the CIWMB’s SWIS DIP XML Schema).
Public web services will be available for lookup values used in 
the XML Schema (e.g., program code, image type, etc.)
Attachments can be embedded in the XML submission or later 
added manually to inspections.
Each inspection record must have a globally unique ID 
provided to the Board.
Specifications will be open and available to vendors and other 
interested parties.



Key Issues and Concerns 1
This is a voluntary program.
This new process does not mandate any particular 
business process for collecting data.
Digital photos and attachments are supported.
All project specifications and policies will be publicly 
available to all interested parties.
This project is not about laptops or PDA access, but LEAs 
could certainly use such devices to collect information 
prior to submittal to CIWMB.
LEAs can use grant funds to pay for [some] costs.



Key Issues and Concerns 2
Submitting data as XML batch uploads will require IT 
expertise.
Going “paperless” may require LEAs to change their 
internal business processes.
CIWMB will minimize breaking changes to the XML 
schema once in production.  Any breaking schema 
changes will be announced well in advance.
Eventually schema will probably change when SWIS is 
redesigned in future years.
Who can help LEAs with this: Your IT staff, IT contractors, 
your software vendor that provides “environmental 
tracking” software.



Next Steps / Call to Action
Review the SWIS DIP project web site

http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/SWIS/DIP/
Full demonstration scheduled for the November LEA 
Conference
Interested CCDEH members should participate

http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/SWIS/DIP/


Questions and Answers
Questions/Concerns:

SWIS DIP Web Site:
http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/SWIS/DIP/

Program contact: Bonnie Cornwall
bcornwall@ciwmb.ca.gov

Technical contact: Chris Allen
callen@ciwmb.ca.gov 

http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/SWIS/DIP/
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