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About the California Science Center 

Mission  

 We aspire to stimulate curiosity and inspire science learning in 

everyone by creating fun, memorable experiences, because we 

value science as an indispensable tool for understanding our world, 

accessibility and inclusiveness, and enriching people's lives. 

 Open 7 days/week 362 days/year 

 Average over 150,000 visitors/month 



  

   

A Special Partnership 

 California Science Center (CSC) – State Agency 

 Around 120 State Employees 

 California Science Center Foundation – non-Profit Organization 

 Around 200 full & part-time employees 



  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Facility Overview 
• Los Angeles, CA – 

Exposition Park 

• Buildings: 

• Museum & IMAX 

• Administration East & 

West 

• CAAM – California 

African-American 

Museum 

• Sketch Air & Space 

Gallery 

• Wallis Annenberg 

Building 

• LAUSD Charter School 

• 4-level Parking Structure 

• Future Plans: 

• The Samuel Oschin Air 

and Space Center 



Recycling at the Science Center 

 Refuse & Recycling Services on ONE service contract 

 Current Contractor:  Consolidated Disposal Service, LLC dba Republic Services 

 2015 – 60% Diversion Rate! 



Currently… our recycling comes from: 

 CSC, California African-American Museum (CAAM) & Office of Exposition Park 

Management (OEPM) 

 1 - Co-Mingle Recycle Compactor 

 1 - 40 cubic  yard “open-top” 

 2 – 4 cubic yard recycle bin 

 1 – 4 cubic yard FOOD & ORGANICS ONLY bin 



Republic Services
 

 Great Service 

 Contracted w/ them for the last 4 years 

 Provide us w/ reports, materials, posters and training for sorting and 

recycling 



   

Public Sorting at the Science Center 

 Education! 

 L.A. Zone Gallery – “What’s Left Behind” Exhibit 

 Kelp Forest – “Keeping Oceans Clean” Exhibit 



Public Sorting at the Science Center 

 Food Service & Dining Areas 



Public Sorting at the Science Center 

 IMAX Theater & Concession Stand 



Employee Sorting at the Science 

Center 

 Employees 

 Administrative Offices 

 Office  Paper, batteries, E-Waste, Hazardous  materials 

 Break Room  

 Beverage containers, compost 

 Shipping  Materials 

 All Departments: Events, Education, Exhibits, Plant Ops, Custodial, etc.

 Horticulture 

 



.

Open to  All CSC  employees  - currently 5  active  members from Operations, 
Education, and Living Collections Departments 

Accomplishments: 

 Earth Day! Raffle prize! 

 Quarterly Newsletter 

 Discounted  Rates for Foundation Employees using  Alternative Transportation 

 In-house Composting  & mulching 

 Education Department  – learning  kiosks – World Oceans Day  



.

Goals: 

 Recycling bins in Employee restrooms 

 Collect recyclable beverage containers 

 Informational posters in Employee bathroom stalls 



Development of the Organics Recycling 

Program 

 Food service composting – Horticulture & Living Collections, NHM
 

 AB 1826 - On and after January 1, 2017, a business that generates 
four cubic yards or more of organic waste per week shall arrange 
for recycling services 



  

 

  

 

 

Development of the Organics Recycling 

Program 

 Steps: 

1. Contact our Republic Service rep! 

 Waste Characterization Study – how much of what are we generating? 

 What is a Food/Organics Recycle Program? 

2. Attend S.A.G.E. Quarterly Meetings 

 Networking! Q&A 

3. CalRecycle 

 Reached out to my Rep 

 Sample Contracts on website 



 

  

 

  

Development of the Organics Recycling 

Program 

 Contract Approval Process 

 Over $50,000 – DGS Approval 

 Over $25,000 – CSC Board of Directors Approval 

 Struggles 

 New: Natural Resources Agency 

 New: DGS Legal Reviewer 

 New: CSC Contract Analyst 

 New: Food/Organics Recycling Scope 

 Combine w/ current Refuse & Recycling Contract 

 NCB struggle 



  

 

   

Development of the Organics Recycling 

Program 

 Accomplishments: 

 Clear Scope & Understanding of Organics Recycling Services (Approved Contract) 

 Separate Scope & Section in Contract for Food/Organics Recycling 

 Define “food and organic waste” 

 Clear description of services 

 Acceptable end uses for the organic waste clearly defined 

 Animal feed, Composting/anaerobic digestion, and rendering 

 Unacceptable – disposal to landfill 

 On –site recycle processes OK 

 Food & Organics Recycling in effect September 15, 2016 

 2 year contract w/ 1-year option 



Food & Organics Recycling at the Science 

Center 

 Food Service & Event Catering Kitchen 



Food & Organics Recycling at the Science 

Center 

 Employees 



What’s Next? 

 Monitor progress of Organics Recycling 

 Educate! 

 Innovate 

 Green Team! 



THANK YOU!
 

QUESTIONS? 

Abigail Acosta 

Staff Services Analyst,  Operations  Dept. 

TEL:  (213)  744-2221 

aacosta@cscmail.org 

mailto:aacosta@cscmail.org



