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The Big Picture

! Collect the 
Do It Yourselfer’s 
(DIYer) 
Used Oil & Filters
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Certified Collection Centers

! What are they?

! Why are they important?

! What can you do to help them 
(collect more oil)?
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What are they?

A substitute for this:
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Certified Collection Centers are:

! Businesses or local government facilities 
that collect oil and are certified w/ CIWMB

! HHW Collection Facilities, ABOPs
! Auto Parts,  Parts & Service, Quick Lube
! Auto Repair, Gas Station
! Specialty - Tune-Up, Tire, Muffler, others 
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Program Requirements

! Accepts used oil from public
! Offers recycling incentive of 16¢ per 

gallon
! Sign displayed
! Checks oil for contamination
! Directs DIYers with contaminated oil to 

proper HHW Collection Facility or Event
! Advertises twice yearly
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Why Important?

! Approximately 8 M gallons of DIY 
oil is recycled each year.

! Certified collection centers account 
for 73% of all DIY oil collected

! Cost to grantee can be lower than 
curbside or HHW facilities 
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Collection
Centers 73%

HHW, ABOP
Facilities 13%

Curbside 12%

Temp HHW
Events 2%

DIY Used Oil Collection
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Non-governmental CCCs –
Who collects the most?

! Auto Parts – 63% of CCC oil.

(= 46% of all DIY oil collected          
from all sources)
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Collection by CCC Type 
(CCC Gallons Only)
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What can you do to help?
! Visit centers once or twice per year

! Bring Informational/Training Materials

! Explain claims paperwork

! Bring Signs (Pre-Order)
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Center Signs 

Informational Symbolic

Call CIWMB at (916) 341-6457 to order
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Supporting your CCCs

! Can use block grant $$ to fund:

! Coupons/Premiums for DIYers
! Oil tanks – pre-approval required

! Advertising for the center
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Appreciate your CCCs

! Recognition
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Recruiting new CCCs

! Explain benefits of DIYers 
visiting store

! increased business

! community service
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Collection Center Concerns

! Potential Contamination

! After Hours Drop-Off 
“Midnight Oil”
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Contaminated Oil
! > 1,000 ppm of chlorines
! Prevention: Pre-Screen
! Field Test Kit

Clor-D-Tect 1000
dexsil.com

! “Sniffers”  
! Can use block grant $$ 

w/ pre-approval  
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Where should DIYers take 
contaminated oil?

! Each county has a contact for 
contaminated oil & HHW

1-800 CLEANUP

1800cleanup.org    (or)   earth911.org
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Limitations of Testing

! Field Test Kits & Sniffers will 
not detect PCBs
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PCB Prevention

One County’s Solution:
! Take split sample
!Tank lock-out

Lab Results Clean -
Contact Hauler
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Oil Screening

State Recommends:
! Pre-Screen visually, and also by asking 

questions of DIYer at time of collection
! If warranted, take split sample –

Do not send to lab unless
contamination is claimed by hauler
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Okay, I’m stuck with contaminated oil –
Now What?

! Pay for expense of hauling
! If Certified:  File reimbursement claim

for up to:

! $5,000 per certified center, per claim, 
per year
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Contaminated Oil – A Perspective

! Last 4 fiscal years: 14 contaminated oil 
claims statewide

! Vs. 7,687 regular claims 
(contaminated = 0.18% of all claims)

! All claims last 3 Fiscal Years :  $ 3,559,504
! Contaminated Claims paid:      $   26,701
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Midnight Oil
! Signs available from CIWMB

! Surveillance
Cameras –real or fake



25

Do Not Drop-Off Signs
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Operator Misconceptions

! Three common misconceptions 
Operators may have:

1. - Can’t take too much
2. - Special container required
3. - Can’t take business oil
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How much = too much?

! As of Jan 1, 2002: 
Can accept up to 55 gallons

[Health & Safety Code section 25250.11(a)].

! No Special Container Required



28

Business Oil

! OK if: CESQG (“Squeegee”)

(< 100 kg/mo ~ 27 gal)

! Limit to 55 gal

! OK from Center before transporting 55 gal

! Keep Records
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Don’t Forget Oil Filters

! Challenge to 
convince CCCs
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How can we help?

! Training Available for Site Visits

! Harley Thompson     (714) 449-7071 
hthompso@ciwmb.ca.gov

(Also contact for Southern California 
and Large Corporations)
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More Contact Info

! Alan White        – Southern California 
(916) 341-6463  awhite@ciwmb.ca.gov

! Glenn Gallagher – Northern California
(916) 341-6464    ggallagh@ciwmb.ca.gov

! Judy Sheffield   – All Claims
(916) 341-6176  jsheffie@ciwmb.ca.gov
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Forms

All Forms on website:

www.ciwmb.ca.gov

Program type: Used/Rerefined Oil

Forms
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Conclusion - Support your 
Collection Centers

! It’s Good for Everyone
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