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lll. Green-Team Volunteers

Volunteers for the Green Team were a vital
component to the educational outreach and the
overall success of the event. The Green Team was
comprised of a group of highly motivated students
from College of the Desert who volunteered their
time to help reduce the carbon footprint of Indio’s
Tamale festival. Volunteers received vocational
training prior to the festival. The Green Team
participated in tours of Renova, SunLine, California
Bio-Mass, and Unicars Honda to learn how to best
present strategies for environmental sustainability to
the public. During the event, volunteers assisted in
the diversion of substantial amounts of waste,
provided information and support to festival
participants on greening initiatives, facilitated the
recycling game and helped to effectively engage
the local community. While providing instrumental
assistance to the greening of the Tamale Festival,
College of the Desert students gained valuable
experience with industry experts and have since
been offered internship and job opportunities to
start ‘green’ careers.

G-Rock and the City of Indio provided various
additional support and services:

¢ Assisted the City of Indio and local vendor staff
with facility set-up and maintenance

e Provided food and water to volunteers and
children

e Charged cellular phones for free to participants,
staff, and volunteers

e G-Rock signage was posted informational
throughout the venue to inform participants about
the City’s greening efforts

IV. Transportation

G-Rock certification helped to facilitate
alternative means of transportation to/from the
venue to improve the quality of life in the
surrounding Indio community. This initiative helps
to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) to and from
the event, which is considered the most effective
means for reducing the overall carbon footprint of
an event.

As a part of G-Rock’s certification initiative to
reduce carbon emissions and overall global
footprint, all participants, staff, and volunteers were
encouraged to take advantage of carpooling and
mass transit systems.

To provide a healthy example of carbon
footprint reduction, the G-Rock staff, based in
Berkeley, California, made the 1,000-mile roundtrip
in a biodiesel truck run completely on B99 (99%
biodeisel). This vehicle was parked on-site near the
Eco-Center as a practical demonstration of an
alternative fuel vehicle, in addition to the hybrids
and compressed natural gas (CNG) vehicles
provided by Unicars Honda.
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Sunline Transit Agency:

The City of Indio and G-Rock partnered with
SunLine Transit Agency and posted the SunLine
schedule, routes, and fee information on the
Tamale Festival website. This provided event
participants with an easy, convenient and
inexpensive alternative transportation to the event.
SunLine Transit Agency has been serving
Coachella Valley for over 30 years. As an
aggressive early adopter of clean fuel transit,
SunLine converted its entire bus fleet to
compressed natural gas (CNG) in 1994. SunLine
came to the Tamale Festival to engage the local
community about its outstanding accomplishment
of becoming an environmental leader in public
transit.

V. Ongoing Management and
Support

Using a collaborative approach, the City of
Indio and G-Rock worked in harmony to provide a
highly educational experience and established the
2008 International Tamale Festival as an
environment of people helping people. In pursuit of
constant performance improvement, G-Rock looks
forward to developing its relationship with the City
of Indio, improving upon the successes of the 2008
Tamale Festival and insuring that Indio’s
environmental standards are met as effectively and
efficiently as possible.

G-Rock will be donating a garden to the City of
Indio for the new senior center. Incorporated into
the design for the new facility, this garden will
provide a haven for seniors and people of all ages
to enjoy the beautiful outdoor scenery of Indio.
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