
 

Table ES-1: Estimated Contribution of Each Sector to California’s Overall Disposed Waste 
Stream 

 Sector Est. Percentage 
of Disposed 

Waste Stream 

Est. Tons 
Disposed 
Statewide 

Commercial 49.5% 19,672,547

  
Residential 30.0% 11,935,173
 Single-family residential 21.6% 8,583,746 

 Multifamily residential 8.4% 3,351,428 

  
Self-hauled 20.4% 8,115,098
 Commercial self-hauled 17.2% 6,812,464 

  Residential self-hauled 3.3% 1,302,634 

Totals 100% 39,722,818
Numbers may not total exactly due to rounding. 

 

 

Figure 5: Overview of California’s Overall Disposed Waste Stream 
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 Material Class 
Est. 

Percent  

Paper 17.3%
Glass 1.4%
Metal 4.6%
Electronics 0.5%
Plastic 9.6%
Other Organic 32.4%
Inerts and Other 29.1%
HHW 0.3%
Special Waste 3.9%

 Mixed Residue 0.8%  

 Total 100%  
 

Numbers may not total exactly due to rounding. 
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Table 6: Ten Most Prevalent Material Types in California’s Overall Disposed Waste Stream 

  Material 
Est. 

Percent
Cum. 

Percent Est. Tons  

 Food 15.5% 15.5% 6,158,120  

 Lumber 14.5% 30.0% 5,765,482  

 Remainder/Composite Inerts and Other 5.5% 35.5% 2,175,322  

 Remainder/Composite Paper 5.2% 40.7% 2,056,546  

 Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard 4.8% 45.5% 1,905,897  

 Remainder/Composite Organic 4.3% 49.8% 1,719,743  

 Leaves and Grass 3.8% 53.6% 1,512,832  

 Bulky Items 3.5% 57.1% 1,393,091  

 Carpet 3.2% 60.3% 1,285,473  

 Rock, Soil and Fines 3.2% 63.5% 1,259,308  

  Total 63.5%   25,231,814  
Any differences between cumulative percent figures and the sum of estimated percent figures are due to 
rounding. 
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