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The Sun is rising.

| am sitting under a tall lodgepole pine.

The ground i ill wet with dew.




Underneath me, the pine’s roots spread
out to soak up water and nutrients from

the ground.
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| hear tap-tap-tap.
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Its hard, sharp beak bores into a lodgepole

pine trunk,
| oes—two in front and two in back—
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=2 Claw into the bark.
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as it hammers.
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The bird uses hooks on the end of its tongue

— to catch insects.

ome bugs— h as mountain beetles—
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The pileated woodpecker flies into a large
hole it bored in th top of a pine.

“Waaal” it calls to its mate.

| hear th nd of feathers rufflin
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The pileated woodpecker female pops out.
=2 |t fliestoa nearby black oak tree.

ithits bez he mother bird crz an
— acorn to eat.




| see a few black oak trees here.

Some pollen from the trees blows onto

my shirt.
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me tiny green acorns are on th

tree branches.
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and sunlight.
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The green leaves make food.
This helps the oak grow and make acorns

in summer.
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A fisher climbs down a nearby black oak tree!

The animal digs its claws into the tree trunk.
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It surprises a porcupine on the ground.

With sharp teeth, the fisher goes for the

rcupine’s face whil iding i har ills.
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this winter.
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Now the Sun is high in the sky.
The lodgepole pine grows straight and tall
nlight.







A pinecone hits me on the head!
ones grow thick on this tree’s branche

| count about 1,000 cones on this one tree
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The cone protected the seeds within it from

— freezing in winter.
Now, in the warmth of summer, the cone
— has opened.




Most seeds can grow into new trees.

| can see lodgepole pine seedlings around me.




They grow under black oaks.
The oaks’ spreading branches keep grass

and other plants from crowding o he
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