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The objective of Task 5b is to develop a list of recommended offset/textbook printing paper products based on specific environmental attributes.  The choice of this category is based on the priority-setting work in Task 2, where Paper Book Offset (i.e., offset book printing paper) emerged as a first priority product category, based on total annual state expenditures, improvement potential, and potential environmental and/or health impacts.  Paper Consumable Textbook (i.e., textbook paper) was a second priority product category (ranked 21st overall), based on improvement potential and potential environmental and/or health impacts.

We reviewed published environmental standards for this category, including those of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), State of California, and Green Seal.  We determined target criteria for purposes of these lists based on the goals of maximizing recycled fiber content and using alternatives to elemental chlorine bleach
.  Recommended offset/textbook printing paper should be:

· 100% total recycled content;

· at least 30% post-consumer waste (per the USEPA Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines and California SABRC guideline for Printing and Writing Paper); and

· unbleached or process chlorine free.

To identify environmentally preferable offset/textbook printing paper products, we compiled a list of companies from several sources that were reported to produce recycled-content paper products.  We contacted company representatives and distributors to determine if they had potentially suitable products, and considered product literature provided by the company, product information available on the company’s internet web site, or other literature available on recently updated web sites about recycled products.  The following information on relevant characteristics was collected for each paper product:

· Whether the product is available for purchase in California.

· Recycled content, i.e., percent of both total recycled fiber and post-consumer recycled fiber.

· The bleaching process used, specifically, if the product is unbleached, process chlorine free, or elemental chlorine free.
Based on this information, Table 1 presents recommended uncoated paper products suitable for bulk offset printing.  Recommended products in the table meet the target criteria stated above, except where noted (i.e., some alternative-fiber paper products were also identified).  Some papers that can be used for offset printing were not included in Table 1, because they are higher-end products primarily used as writing paper and would not be practical for bulk production.

We also reviewed existing State purchasing contracts for printing paper.  California spends over $2.4 million on the average per year on offset book paper and approximately  $1.1 million on consumable textbook paper.  The State of California has one contract with a supplier of uncoated offset book paper, as follows:

· Paper Distributors, Inc. (Sacramento, CA)

· Contract No. 1-02-93-31 (rev. B)

· Effective dates: 4/4/2002 through 4/3/2004

This company supplies Georgia Pacific Eureka! 30 offset printing paper, listed in bold in Table 1.

Table 1. Recommended Offset/Textbook Printing Paper Products

	Manufacturer a
	Distributors a
	Product Names
	Recycled Content b
	Bleaching Process
	Notes

	Badger Paper
	Unisource

XPEDX
	Envirographic 100
	100/100
	PCF
	

	Ecosource Paper Inc.
	(Direct)

Green Earth Office Supply
	Eco-21
	100% tree-free
	PCF
	40% industrial hemp, 20% cotton linters, 40% flax

	Georgia Pacific
	Paper Distributors, Inc. (State Contract No. 1-02-93-31)
Green Earth Office Supply 

Spicers Paper

Treeco

Treecycle

XPEDX
	Eureka! 30 Offset
	100/30
	PCF
	deinked

	George A. Whiting Paper Co.
	Nationwide Paper

Spicers Paper

Unisource

XPEDX
	Closed Loop
	100/50
	PCF
	Specialty color runs up to 100% PCW also available

	Living Tree Paper Co.
	(Direct)

Staples
	Vanguard Recycled Plus™ Uncoated
	10% tree free / 90% PCW
	PCF
	10% hempflax, available in rolls

	Manistique Papers, Inc.
	(Direct)
	Manistique 100
	100/40
	PCF
	Deinked

	New Leaf Paper


	(Direct)

Johnson Paper
	EcoOffset
	100/100
	PCF
	

	
	
	Good News, Offset
	100/40
	
	

	
	
	Cyclus, Offset
	100/75
	
	

	
	
	Everest
	100/100
	
	

	
	
	EcoBook 30
	100/30
	
	

	
	
	EcoBook 50
	100/50
	
	

	
	
	EcoBook 100
	100/100
	
	

	
	
	Opaque 50
	100/50
	ECF
	

	Rolland Inc.
	Cascades Fine Paper Group

Dolphin Blue

Greenline Paper
	Evolution 100, uncoated
	100/75
	ECF
	

	
	
	New Life DP
	100/80
	PCF
	20# weight, designed for reprographic applications as well as offset printing, available in rolls or large sheets

	Vision Paper
	(Direct)

Greenline Paper

Treeco
	Vision
	100% tree free
	PCF/TCF
	100% kenaf  (multipurpose paper)

	
	
	Re:Vision
	50% PCW/50% tree free
	PCF
	50% kenaf (multipurpose paper)


a  See contact information for Manufacturers and Distributors, attached. 

b  % total recovered fiber / % recycled post-consumer waste fiber (PCW), except where a tree-free percentage is noted.

Manufacturer Contact Information

Badger Paper

http://www.badgerpaper.com/

Ecosource Paper Inc. 

800-665-6944

http://www.islandnet.com/~ecodette/ecosource.htm
Georgia Pacific

http://www.gp.com/
George A. Whiting Paper Co.

920-722-3351

Living Tree Paper Co.

800-309-2974

www.livingtreepaper.com/

Manistique Papers, Inc. 

800-743-2389 x292

http://www.manistiquepaper.com/
New Leaf Paper

888-989-LEAF

http://www.newleafpaper.com/

Rolland Inc. Fine Papers

800-268-8926
Vision Paper

505-294-0293 

http://www.visionpaper.com/

Distributor Contact Information
Cascades Fine Paper Group

800-567-9872

Dolphin Blue

800-932-7715

http://www.dolphinblue.com/
Green Earth Office Supply

800-327-8449

http://www.greenearthofficesupply.com/
Greenline Paper


800-641-1117

http://www.greenlinepaper.com/
Johnson Paper

800-95-PAPER

Nationwide Paper

800-652-1326

http://www.nationwidepapers.com/
Spicers Paper

800-783-8985

Staples

http://www.staples.com/

Treeco (Real Earth Environmental Company)

800-987-3326

http://www.treeco.com/

Treecycle

406-586-5287

http://www.treecycle.com/

Unisource

800-785-7709 (Customer Service)


http://www.unisourcelink.com/

XPEDX

800-222-5475

http://www.xpedx.com/
� It is not known what bleaching processes, if any, were used previously for recycled paper fiber.  Therefore, the information on bleaching presented here refers only to the process of making the products themselves.  The recommended products are either unbleached, process chlorine free, or elemental chlorine free.  Process chlorine free bleaching uses oxygen-based bleaching agents, such as peroxide or ozone, rather than chlorine-based bleach, so that no chlorine was used in producing the recycled product.  Elemental chlorine free bleaching uses chlorine dioxide instead of chlorine gas. 
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