
Man sets fire to own house 
trying to tackle mosquitoes

A Brazilian man accidentally set his own house on fire while trying to 
get rid of a swarm of mosquitoes.

Rogerio Assis Cavalcante, from Dourados, told Terra Noticias
Populares that he thought lighting a small fire would make the 
mosquitoes leave.

He lit a sheet of paper to scare off the insects, but the flames quickly 
spread and worried neighbors called the fire brigade. A fire brigade 
spokesman said: "The fire he made took over the room he was in and 
then the whole house.

"When we took him out he was still angry about the mosquitoes and 
kept asking if they were gone.

"A lot of damage was done, and it all started with a small fire on a 
piece of paper. 

"People should not carry out brilliant ideas like that."





Family loses home to fire 

+
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KINGS MOUNTAIN — A family of six is homeless after a woman 
attempted to kill spiders by hitting them with a barely lit piece of paper.

“It was an accident,” said Patricia Martin, who started the fire Tuesday 
afternoon.

Cleveland County Deputy Fire Marshal Perry Davis concurred that the fire, 
which destroyed the family’s home at 122 Timms St., was accidental. No 
one was injured.

Mrs. Martin said she was trying to “smoke ’em out,” when she lit a piece of 
paper, put the fire out and tried to hit the family of spiders with it.

“I guess it wasn’t all out,” said her sister-in-law, Debbie McGinnis.

When firefighters arrived, most of the flames were located in the living 
room and kitchen area, said Kings Mountain Fire Inspector Jamie Black.

“It was more or less fully engulfed,” he said. The fire took 15 minutes to 
contain.

Davis said there are several safe methods of getting rid of pests.

“Fire is not one of them,” he said.





Man killed in pipe bomb stunt
A Northamptonshire man who was fascinated with explosives blew himself up after 
putting a home-made pipe bomb in his mouth and lighting the fuse, an inquest has
heard.

Kevin Barnes, 20, of Joseph Priestly Court in Daventry, took the device into his mouth and 
flicked a lighter as his petrified flatmates and girlfriend looked on.

The bomb, which might have been created using instructions from a book on explosives, then
blew up, causing him serious head injuries, and he died on the same day - 13 July, 2002.
Recording a verdict of accidental death, Northamptonshire Coroner Anne Pember said she was
satisfied he had not intended to take his own life.

She said complications from a risky medical procedure meant to save him contributed to his
death.

Mr Barnes was described as a risk-taker with a history of harming himself and the inquest heard
he had a short temper.

His girlfriend, Elizabeth Elliot, said: "My opinion was that Kevin was mucking about but didn't
actually mean for the pipe bomb to go off.

"People threatened to go to the police about it but Kevin was Kevin; nobody had the guts to."
Story from BBC NEWS:



Child Pricks Self with Heroin-Laced 
Syringe Found in Front Yard 

• GEOFF GRAMMER 
The Santa Fe New Mexican- April 20, 2002 
(Copyright 2002 Santa Fe New Mexican) 

Emilio Ray Acuna will have to be tested for AIDS until age 10 Tammy Urban was visibly distraught as she leaned on a chain-link fence in 
the dirt yard in front of her home in the 1700 block of Hopewell Street on Friday. 

Fighting back tears, she explained how she will have to take her 4-year-old son, Emilio Ray Acuna, to the doctor every six months until he 
is 10 to get him tested for AIDS. 

Tuesday, Emilio Ray was playing in the yard with his 5-year-old sister when he pricked his thumb with a syringe that later tested positive 
for heroin. 
"My daughter brought it in the house and Emilio Ray walked in behind her holding his thumb," Urban said. "I rushed him to the hospital 
right away." 

Doctors at St. Vincent Hospital drew a sample of blood from Emilio Ray and will test it for hepatitis B and AIDS. Results on the blood 
sample will not be available until Tuesday at the earliest, Urban said. 

"Waiting is so hard," Urban said. "I just worry so much about what they (the doctors) might say. The wait now is the hardest thing." 

If Emilio Ray shared his mother's concern, he was not showing it Friday as he zipped in and out of his yard on a scooter, grinning from ear 
to ear. 

"He doesn't understand what is going on," Urban said. "He knew something was wrong when I took him to the emergency room, but I just 
explained to him some bad people put the needle in the yard, and I wanted to make sure he wasn't sick." 
Urban said she has little doubt who put the syringe her yard. Urban said she has complained numerous times to the city Housing 
Authority, which operates the public housing unit where Urban lives, about people in her neighborhood shooting up heroin in plain view of 
her four children. 

Police would not comment on any specific cases of heroin use in the neighborhood. 
Deputy Police Chief Beverly Lennen said police are unable to pinpoint who used the hypodermic needle Emilio Ray found. "In this 
particular case, we were unable to tie it to anyone," Lennen said. 
Police were asked to test the needle for narcotics, but criminal charges have not been filed. 

Urban, who has lived at 1760 Hopewell St. for eight months, said she can't continue to put her children in danger. 

"This is the only time something like this has happened in my yard," Urban said. "That doesn't mean it can't happen again if they don't 
start doing something about it." 



Charged Batteries
•FYI. 
The San Mateo County Elections Facility was utilizing some 
down time to change out the batteries in their election machines. 
The only problem was that all the batteries were lithium ion and
still held a charge. 

Apparently what happened was the election staff put some 1,000 
+ of the button batteries, the size of a quarter, into a small 
cardboard box. One of the workers noted that the box was getting
hot, so he put it in the middle of the room and walked away. A 
few minutes later, Kaboom! 

The good thing was that no one was hurt. This would have done 
some serious damage if some one was in the room. 

The blackened area around where the box was, is approximately 
15 feet wide. Most batteries were sprayed in a 25 foot radius with 
the farthest one ending up some 75 feet away. 

Don't try this at home or at work. 
•DERMOT
•dermotcasey@yahoo.com





LOADED PISTOL FOUND IN 
TEDDY BEAR

The TSA found a loaded .22-caliber gun after the bear was opened. The boy's 
family told investigators that the bear was a gift from a girl at the hotel where they 
stayed during their Orlando vacation.

''She appeared at their hotel room door and offered them the bear,'' said Robert 
Johnson, a TSA spokesman in Washington. ''The mother said it was OK and so 
the boy took it.''

The Miami Herald reported that the gun had been concealed by cutting a half-
inch hole at the bottom of the bear, and that the gun had been reported stolen in 
1996 in California.

Johnson said the incident ''underscores the need to screen everyone and 
everything no matter how innocent the people or their belongings may appear.''

The boy's parents, Robert and Angela Barry of Grove City, Ohio, were 
questioned by FBI agents and released. The boy turned 10 on Monday.

From her home in suburban Columbus, Angela Barry said she didn't want to talk 
about what happened until the FBI investigation was finished.

''I want every way possible for them to find out who did this,'' she said.

The FBI did not immediately return a phone call seeking comment.
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The Concern with E-Waste







Thought for the Day

“We are now living in a world where 
lemonade is made from artificial 
flavors and furniture polish is made 
from real lemons”

Alfred E. Newman
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