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SANTA CLARA COUNTY: RETAIL TAKE-IT-

BACK PARTNER NETWORK 

 Started in 2004 

 HHW Discretionary Grant, Cycle 12 

 Universal Waste Rule Sunset – 2 years away 

 Continued in 2006 

 HHW Discretionary Grant, Cycle 16 

 Expand Community and Retail Drop-off 

 AB 939 Implementation Fee - Funded in 2008 

 Continued Expansion 

 BABY STEPS TOWARD PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP 

 

 

 



BUS AD and STORE SIGNAGE 



Public Education 



80% OF FLUORESCENT LIGHTS MANAGED BY 

THE SANTA CLARA  COUNTY HHW PROGRAM 

ARE BEING DROPPED OFF AT RETAILERS 
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90% OF BATTERIES MANAGED BY THE SANTA 

CLARA COUNTY HHW PROGRAM ARE 

DROPPED OFF AT RETAIL 
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NEVERTHELESS, THEY KEEP COMING! 
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AND VOLUMES KEEP RISING 
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AND WE KEEP RAISING FEES 
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AND BUILDING BIGGER GOVERNMENT 

The least preferable way for local government to deal 

with the onslaught of hazardous waste products is to 

build infrastructure and raise rates and taxes. 



WHAT DO WE NEED TO ASK FOR? 

 More industry solutions 

 More retail cooperation (big box stores – 

WalMart) 

 More Product Stewardship 

 More legislative support 

 More “consumer” education 

 More appropriate incentives 

 

 Less privatization of profits and socialization of 

costs 

 



U.S. BATTERY COUNCIL  Recently completed MIT Life Cycle Analysis 

confirms that collecting and recycling alkaline 

(primary batteries) is environmentally, socially 

and economically preferable to landfilling. 

 

 Vision: is a nationwide system that maximizes 

reuse of spent battery materials with a goal of 

zero waste.  

 

 Summit Task  

 Develop a plan for rolling out a national system(s) 

that maximizes collection and reuse of spent battery 

material while providing measurable: 

 Environmental and social benefits 

 Economic sustainability 



BEWARE OF THE CUPA 



HELP YOUR STORE 



Support Your Participating Store 


