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Household Hazardous Waste 

Regulatory Compliance Issues 

It’s not just DTSC & Operations 

 

Larry Sweetser 



2 

Presentation Objective 

 Review regulatory requirements other  than 

DTSC that impact HHW operations 

 Provide information on operational aspects of 

HHW programs 
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 Regulatory Requirements 



4 

Permits/Approvals 
 EPA ID number 

 Permit-by-Rule (PBR) 
 Permanent 

 Temporary 

 Recycle-Only (ABOP) 

 Universal Waste Handler Registration 

 Phase 1 Environmental Assessment 

 Engineer Certification – Tanks, Lockers 

 Financial assurance 

 Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure 

 Home-generated Sharp Consolidation Point 

 Hazardous Materials Business Plan 

 Do not forget CEQA and Land Use 
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Regulatory Requirements 
 Title 22 – California Hazardous Wastes 

 Health & Safety Code  

 Title 8 – Cal/OSHA 

 49 CFR – HazMat Transportation 

 Title 22 – Home Generated Sharps  

 49 CFR – Spill Prevention Control & 
Countermeasure 

 

 Permits and approvals 

 HHW exempt from federal standards 
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Regulatory Requirements 

Title 22 =Hazardous  

 PBR 

 Environmental Assessment 

 Engineer certification 

 Transportation 

 

 

Title 8 = Safety 

 HAZWOPER Training 

 Safety and Health Program 

 Hazard Communication 

 Medical Surveillance 

 Personal Protection 

Equipment 

 Also fork lift  
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Permit-by-Rule (PBR) 

 Operator must be Public Agency 

 PBR submitted to CUPA with Copy to DTSC 

 Submitted in person or by certified mail with 

return receipt requested a minimum of 45 

days in advance of the event 

 Temporary PBR (DTSC Form 8464)  

 Permanent PBR (DTSC Form 1094B)  
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Phase 1 Environmental Assessment 

 Required within one year of starting operations and 

includes: 

 Facility information 

 Facility history 

 Facility Walk-through inspection 

 Areas of concern 

 Assessment checklist 

 Signature and certification 

 owner, operator, or independent professional engineer, 

geologist, or an environmental assessor 

 



9 

Engineer Certification – Lockers 

 Certify containment system 

 A base under the containers which is free of cracks or gaps and is 
sufficiently impervious to contain leaks, spills, and accumulated 
precipitation until the collected material is detected and removed;  

 The base shall be sloped or the containment system shall be otherwise 
designed and operated to drain and remove liquids resulting from 
leaks, spills, or precipitation, unless the containers are elevated or are  
otherwise protected from contact with accumulated liquids; 

 The containment system shall have sufficient capacity to contain 
precipitation from at least a 24-hour, 25-year storm plus 10 % of the 
aggregate volume of all containers or the volume of the largest 
container,  whichever is greater. Containers that do not contain free 
liquids need not be considered in this determination; 
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Engineer Certification – Lockers 

 Certify containment system (con.) 
 Run-on into the containment system shall be prevented 

unless the collection system has sufficient excess capacity 
in addition to that required in subsection (b)(3) of this 
section to contain any run-on which might enter the 
system; and 

 Spilled or leaked waste and accumulated precipitation 
shall be removed from the sump or collection area in as 
timely a manner as is necessary to prevent overflow of the 
collection system. If the collected material is a hazardous 
waste under chapter 11 of this division, it shall be 
managed as a hazardous waste in accordance with all 
applicable requirements  
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Engineer Certification – Lockers 

 Engineering certification provided by: 

 a manufacturer,  

 an independent professional engineer 

registered in the State of California or  

 a professional engineer employed by the local 

government entity and from a different division 

or agency than the operator. 
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Engineer Certification - Tanks 

 Independent, qualified, California-registered 
professional engineer certifies: 

 Design/configuration 

 Secondary containment 

 External corrosion protection 

 Spill prevention or overfill equipment. 

 Used oil and antifreeze tanks can be exempted 
for three years if Fire Marshall agrees 

 See CalCUPA Guidance 
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Hazardous Waste Transportation 

 Containers 

 Shipping Records 

 Bill of Lading 

 Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest 

 Tracking shipments 
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49 CFR – HazMat Transportation 

 Regulates transportation of hazardous 

materials and hazardous wastes 

 Lists hazardous materials shipping names 

 Enforced by California Highway Patrol 

 

 Note: public agencies using public vehicles exempt 

from DOT Hazardous Materials Rule but not 

California (Driver endorsement >1,001 lbs). 
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Package Certification 

 United Nations marking 

 
Container type Material Covering Packing Group Weight limit Physical 

State 

1 = drum 

4 = box 

6=composite 

A = steel 

B = aluminum 

G = fiberboard 

H = plastic 

N = Metal 

1 = closed 

2 = open 

X = I,II,III 

Y = II,III 

Z = III 

Decimal = 

specific 

gravity 

OR 

Kilograms 

(including 

drum) 

L = Liquid 

S = Solid 

u 
n or UN 
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Special Permits – get a copy 
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New Uniform Hazardous Waste 

Manifest 
 Requirements  

 40 CFR   

 Title 22 

 Components  

 Federal 

 State 

 Timeline 

 Tracking 



19 

Transporter 

Destination State 

Designated Facility 

TSDF 

Generator 

State = DTSC 

Gen  
Retains 

#6 

Hauler 
Retains 

#5 

TSDF 
Retains 

#4 

TSDF to 
Gen 
#3 

TSDF to 
DTSC 
#2 

TSDF to  
TSDF  
State 
#1 

Gen  
Copy 
#6 for 
DTSC 

“ADDRESS” 

Manifest Tracking Flow
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Multiple Facility 

Generator 

Transporter 

TSDF Generator 

Transporter 

TSDF Generator 

Transporter 

TSDF 

NOTE: Generator responsible for final disposal or treatment even 
if original manifest does not identify site. 
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CERCLA (1980) 

 Comprehensive  

 Environmental  

 Response,  

 Compensation and  

 Liability  

 Act 

 Comprehensive  

 Employment for  

 Regulators,  

 Consultants, 

 Lawyers, and  

 Administraters 



23 

Spill Prevention Control 

and Countermeasure 

(SPCC) 
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A SPCC Plan is required if… 

 If the facility has an aggregate aboveground 

storage capacity greater than 1,320 gallons ; 

and  

 There is a reasonable expectation of a 

discharge into or upon navigable waters of the 

United States or ad-joining shorelines.  
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Define “Oil” 

 Section 311(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
defines "oil" as "oil of any kind or in any form 
including, but not limited to, petroleum, fuel 
oil, sludge, oil refuse, and oil mixed with 
wastes other than dredged spoil." EPA 
interprets this definition to include crude oil, 
petroleum and petroleum-refined products, as 
well as non-petroleum oils such as vegetable 
and animal oils.  
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SPCC includes: 

 All oil containers greater than 55 gallons 

 Including empty containers still usable 

 Fuels 

 Lubricants 

 Used oil 

 Transformers and electrical equipment 

 Cooking oil / biodiesel 
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SPCC Plan 

 EPA Requirement 

 Enforced by CUPA 

 Reviewed and certified by professional 

engineer (including amendments) 

 Reviewed and certified every 5 years 

 Available for review by agencies 



28 

Home-Generated Sharps 
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Sharps Ban 
 Effective September 1, 2008, “Home-generated sharps waste” 

banned from any container used for: 

 Collection of solid waste, recyclable materials, or 
greenwaste. 

 Commercial collection of solid waste or recyclable materials 
from business establishments 

 Roll-off container used for the collection of solid waste, 
construction, and demolition debris, greenwaste, or other 
recyclable materials. 

 Local governments encouraged to provide information  

 Not required to implement program 

 Household sharps are not medical waste,  

 No legal penalty or enforcement provisions 

 SB 1305 (2006) Health & Safety Code, Section 118286. 
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Home-Generated Sharps Waste  

 Not considered medical waste 

 Until consolidated 

 Includes: hypodermic needles, pen needles, 
intravenous needles, lancets, and other 
devices that are used to penetrate the skin for 
the delivery of medications  

 Household includes: 

 Household, multifamily residence, farms, or 
ranches    
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Home Generated Sharps Consolidation 

Application 
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Home Generated Sharps  

Consolidation Point 

 Submit application for approval by Medical Waste 

Local Enforcement Agency – No SQG fee 

 HGS are not regulated as medical waste but after 

collection, shall be transported and treated as 

medical waste 

 Request additional time 

 Must comply with all of the following:  

 All sharps waste shall be placed in sharps containers,   

 Sharps containers ready for disposal shall not be held for 

more than seven days without the written approval of the 

enforcement agency.   



33 

Hazardous Materials Business Plan 

 Required for any facility handling, at any 

time, any individual hazardous material in an 

aggregate amount equal to or greater than 55 

gallons (liquids), 500 pounds (solids), or 200 

cubic feet (gases).  

 Submittal to CUPA 
 http://www.calcupa.net/ 

 http://www.unidocs.org/hazmat/business-plan/index.html  

http://www.calcupa.net/
http://www.unidocs.org/hazmat/business-plan/index.html
http://www.unidocs.org/hazmat/business-plan/index.html
http://www.unidocs.org/hazmat/business-plan/index.html
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CEQA and Land Use 

 May contain restrictions on use of hazardous 

materials or hazardous wastes 

 Verify zoning is appropriate 

 Contact local planning agency 
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Operational Requirements 

 Public Education 

 Operations Plan 

 Training Requirements 

 Personal protective equipment (PPE) 

 Operational procedures 

 Waste handling and classification 

 Reuse/Material Exchange 

 Facility Inspection 
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Operations Plan – Title 8 

 Safety and Health Plan 

 Hazard Communication Program 

 Medical Surveillance Program 

 Decontamination Program 

 New Technology Program 

 Material Handling Program 

 Training Program 

 Emergency Response Plan 
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HAZWOPER 

 Hazardous Waste Operations and 
Emergency Response  

 Federal 29 CFR §1910.120  

 California Code of Regulations §5192 

 (D) HHW Operations 

 (E) Emergency response operations for releases 
of, or substantial threats of releases of, hazardous 
substances without regard to the location of the 
hazard.   
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Training Frequency 

 Initial 

 Refresher/Annual 

 Periodic 

 Change in process or new chemicals 

 In response to incidents 

 New requirements 

 Interest 
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Training Methods 

 Annual Refresher 

 Tailgate Safety 

 On-the-job training  

 On-line Courses 

 Site Specific Requirements 

 Must be included 

 Equivalent documentation or certification of 

work experience or training 
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Training Requirements 

 HAZWOPER 

 Universal Waste  

 DOT Hazardous Materials Transportation 

 Personal Protective Equipment 

 Bloodborne pathogens 
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HHW Facility Personnel Training 

 Initial training is 24 hours 

 Annual refresher training is 8 hours 

 Written certificate attesting that they have 

successfully completed the necessary training.  

 Title 8, Section 5192, (p)(7) 
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Operational Requirements 
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Personal Protective 

Equipment 
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Why PPE is Used 

Aerosol paint can 

exploded while 

cleaning bale 
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Personal protective equipment 

(PPE) 
 Administrative and engineering 

controls assessment required 

before issue PPE 

 Training required 

 PPE is a temporary barrier 
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Limitations of PPE 

 Impairs mobility, vision, and communication 

 Incompatible with other PPE 

 Problems with mask fit 

 Can cause physical and psychological stress 

 Heat stress 

 Hinders work performance 

 Limits active work time 
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Safety Glasses 

 Rated for impact 

 ANSI Z87 or Z94 (Canadian) 
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Signage 

 Visible from all 
approaches  

 Legible from a distance 
of at least 25 feet.   

 Language on the signs 
will be in English, 
Spanish and in any 
other language 
predominant in the area 
surrounding the facility  
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Facility Signage 
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One Type of Directional Sign 
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Oops! 
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Post- Bulking Exercise 
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This is why HHW goes in the trunk 

•Accident in South Africa with 5 gallon bucket of paint. 

•The ambulance driver wouldn't let the female paramedic out 

of the ambulance because she couldn't stop laughing.  

•He said it wasn't professional. 

 



67 

DOT Hazard Class Label(s) 
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Hazardous Wastes Label 

 Every container has: 

 “Hazardous Waste” 

 Composition and physical state 

 Hazardous property(ies) 

 e.g. Ignitable, reactive, corrosive 

 Name and address of generator 

 

 Few exceptions 
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Package Certification 

 United Nations marking 

 
Container type Material Covering Packing Group Weight limit Physical 

State 

1 = drum 

4 = box 

6=composite 

A = steel 

B = aluminum 

G = fiberboard 

H = plastic 

N = Metal 

1 = closed 

2 = open 

X = I,II,III 

Y = II,III 

Z = III 

Decimal = 

specific 

gravity 

OR 

Kilograms 

(including 

drum) 

L = Liquid 

S = Solid 

u 
n or UN 



70 

Electronic Devices CRT CRT Glass 

Storage Label 

Universal Waste–Electronic 

Device(s) 

Universal Waste–CRT(s) Universal Waste–

CRT Glass 

Electronics/CRT Differences 

SWEETSER & ASSOCIATES, INC.  
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Universal Waste Label 

UNIVERSAL WASTE - 
BATTERIES 
 

CRTs 

CRT Glass 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 

LAMPS 
 

MERCURY CONTAINING EQUIPMENT 
 

Accumulation Date:    
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Label - Used Oil 

 “Used Oil” 

 “Hazardous Waste” 

 Accumulation Date 

 Shipment label not needed 
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Used Oil Filters 

 “Drained used oil filters” 

 &Accumulation Date 

 “Used oil and gasoline filters” 

 &Accumulation Date 

 

 BTW – used oil filters are never empty 

 



74 

Pick one? 
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??? 
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Toxic Solid ? 
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Hazardous Waste ?? 
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Pool Chemicals for Reuse 
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Inspection – How Many Issues? 
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Blocked emergency supply 



86 

Fire Extinguisher door stop 
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HHW Bad Stuff 

Be Prepared for these! 
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Lab Chemicals & Labels 
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Brown Vapor 
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Acid 
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95 
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Lab Chemicals 
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Acid storage 
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101 

Battery 
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Weedone, New Improved 
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Ice Cream Syrup? 
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Drain Cleaner - Other 
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Tile Grout 

Proposition 65 = Carcinogen = HW Poison 
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Health Solution 

From the company's brochure:  

Weak Discouraged Men! 

Now Bubble Over with Joyous Vitality 

Through the Use of 

Glands and Radium  

". . . properly functioning glands make 

themselves known in a quick, brisk step, mental 

alertness and the ability to live and love in the 

fullest sense of the word . . . A man must be in a 

bad way indeed to sit back and be satisfied 

without the pleasures that are his birthright! . . . 

Try them and see what good results you get!"    
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No Joke! 
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BLASTING CAPS 

 Electric Caps 

 

Blasting caps are dangerous,  

PLEASE DO NOT HANDLE! 

 

http://www.osp.state.or.us/assets/images/non-el-caps3.jpg
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Asbestos 
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Asbestos 
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Juice Jar 
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Before/After 

 3 ounces Ethyl Ether 

 250 ml container 

 15 years old 

 

Ignited with small initiating device = Fireball 28 ft high and 22 ft wide 
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Public load received in 2005.  Customer bought the 

contents of a storage locker at auction.   He figured that 

they had no value and was going to dispose of them at 

the facility.  They set off the radiation monitor at the fee 

station.   Research indicated these were used on Naval 

ships to block passageways in low-light/no-light 

conditions.  The Radiological Health Branch was 

successful in getting the Navy to pay for disposal which 

was estimated at around $12,000 in Richland, WA. 
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Light-up cereal boxes  


