
 

 

 
December 12, 2012 
 
Teri Wion 
California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
P.O. Box 4025, MS-13A 
Sacramento, CA 95812-4025 
 
Re:  Proposed Regulations: Mandatory Commercial Recycling 
 
Dear Ms Wion: 
 
These comments are submitted on behalf of InSinkErator, the world’s leading manufacturer of food waste disposers, in 
my capacity as its senior consultant on public and environmental affairs. 
 
The proposed regulations pursuing the desired goal of Mandatory Commercial Recycling should reflect a positive 
consideration of the past, present and future use of food waste disposers in both multi-family residences and food service 
establishments. 
 
For decades, food waste disposers have served the public purpose of converting food scraps from a solid waste into a 
liquid resource, suitable for easy transport through underground sewers and processing into clean water, renewable 
energy and fertilizer products at most wastewater treatment plants in California.  This re-thinking of food scraps as liquid 
– averaging 70% water – rather than solid opens up new ways of promoting the diversion of food scraps from collection 
via trucks for either disposal in landfills or transport to centralized composting facilities, and serves to connect existing 
municipal assets of wastewater treatment infrastructure to solve this perplexing challenge in ways that are entirely 
consistent with the goals of AB32. 
 
Food waste disposers are a ubiquitous “tool” in a high percentage of California’s multi-family housing, and are commonly 
used in a wide range of food service establishments, including food markets, restaurants, and institutional food services.  
Food scraps processed via currently installed disposers already divert a significant percentage of material that otherwise 
would be handled through other means, but are not credited for the environmental benefits.  Previous studies by your 
agency have indicated substantial excess capacity in existing anaerobic digesters at wastewater treatment plants.  And 
biosolids produced by wastewater treatment plants are credited towards diversion by California’s municipalities.  
 
InSinkErator would welcome the opportunity to discuss this topic more fully with agency staff and leadership, sharing a 
deep and broad range of technical and best practice research from around the world, as cities and states elsewhere 
examine their options and tools.  As one example, InSinkErator recently published a comprehensive life cycle assessment 
of environmental impacts of a dozen systems for managing food scraps; as a second, earlier this year the UK-based 
CIWEM updated its Policy Statement carefully examining key aspects of disposer use.  Both documents are attached. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 
 
(signed) 
Kendall Christiansen 


