
TUFF BOY SALES, INC. 

3870 W . YOSEMITE AVE . • LATHROP, CA 95330· (209 ) 858-4131 • FAX (209) 858-2835 

October 10, 2013 

Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
Waste Evaluation and Enforcement Branch (MS IDA-I?) 
PO Box 4025 
Sacramento CA 95812·4025 

Attn: Paulino Luna 

Dear Ms. Luna, 

This letter is a response from Tuff Boy Sales Jne. to the Department of Resource and 
Recovery's invitation dated 8/23/13. Specifically this response addresses the 
Department's public comment period regarding proposed changes in Waste Tire 
Storage Regulations. 
Tuff Boy S~les Inc. wishes to extend an appreciation for this response opportunity 
and recognizes the Department's ongoing effort to modernize and st~earnline the 

Jegulations and rules regarding waste tire storage and disposal. 
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Boy manages many tires within their heavy-duty trailer operations and 

recognizes the continuing need to regulate the responsible handling of used and 
waste tires. In fact, Tuff Boy manages over 15,000 tires supporting a large fleet of 
Agricultural harvest trailers being used throughout California. With that in mind, it's 
important to note the tires managed by Tuff Boy exhibit the following 
characteristics: 

Twelve tires are on each set of trailers managed by Tuff Boy. 
The tires are both bias construction and radial construction. 
The Tires are of various brands and sizes. 
The tires experience varying usage life. 

Tuff Boy utilizes internal documentation and government regulated safety criteria 
to determine the continuing use ofa tire. Industry standards follow governmental 
guidel ines in implementing a 2/32nd tread depth guideline as criteria for retiring a 
tire. Tuff Boy utilizes the 2/32nd standard along with other criteria in determining 
when a tire's useful life is complete. Tires utilized by Tuff Boy are installed on 
various trailers during their useful life. The selected types of installa tions result 
in extending the useful life for the tire, maximizing the tires use as a resource 
and minimizing its afterlife as a waste product. 

The tire utilization within the fleet of trailers managed by Tuff Boy is typical of many 
heavy·duty commercial truck and trailer fleets within California. New tires are 
mounted and remain on the same wheel for their useful life. The tires may complete 
their useful life on the same trailer or may be relocated to another trailer based 
upon a number of factors including: 



Tread wear and usage 
Exposure to the elements 
Maintenance considerations 
Brand/construction performance 
Damage or misuse 

As some of the tires on a set of trailers reach the end of their useful life, the 
exhausted tires are retired as waste, while the still useful wheel-mounted tires are 
removed and placed into inventory. The tires with remaining useful life are matched 
with other tires of similar construction, size and condition and placed onto other 
sets of trailers. Through the application of these methods, the tires maximize their 
useful life. 

Unfortunately and paradoxically, these tires, mounted on wheels. 'responsibly 
inventoried and awaiting installation for another application are considered 
to be "waste tires" under current and proposed CalRecycle Regulations. 

CalRecycle's regulations define a wheel mounted, maintenance ready, responsibly 
inventoried, vector immune used tire as a waste tire. This definition; 

>Creates needlessly burdensome rules to Tuff Boy and other similarly situated 
companies. 
>Encourages poor resource utilization as companies prematurely retire usable tires 
to reduce "waste" inventory and/or avoid CalRecycle regulation. 
> Forces responsible companies into costly material handling and storage decisions, 
expensive and needless administration, and wasteful compromises as businesses 
decide between responsible, cost effective tire uses and the demands of regulation 
and the threat of penalties. 
>Compels Tuff Boy and other Similarly situated companies into maintaining 
paperwork, provide special training to employees, accept additional handling risk 
and exposure when moving used, maintenance ready, wheel mounted tires to and 
from terminal locations or job sites for what would be otherwise routine 
maintenance. 

The heavy duty Transportation Industry navigates through many regulatory based 
safety rules regarding the suitability of tires for use on the public roads. Overriding 
the demands to comply with CalRecycJe Regulations, the industry lives with the 
hard reality of market based and cost control driven issues that demand the best use 
of tire resources. The market dictates of Tuff Boy and other similarly situated 
companies already contain self-regulating mandates associated with tire 
management. 
CalRecycle's regulations characterize a maintenance ready. wheel mounted, 
responsibly inventoried tire as "waste", This definition lacks understanding of 
the heavy-duty industry's ongoing use of used tires. It adds burdensome 
management and unnecessary costs to businesses affected by the definition. 
The application of this definition within the heavy duty trucking industry is void of 
any benefit to the management of resources your department is commissioned to 
uphold. 



In addition to the work that CalRecycle has already done in amending and modifying 
the Rules ofTitle 14, Tuff Boy Sales, Inc. calIs for Cal Recycle to consider addressing 
and modifying the definition and application of a wheel mounted, maintenance 
ready, properly inventoried used tire to be handled outside of the Solid Waste 
Handling and Disposal Regulations. 
The redefining of a wheel mounted, maintenance ready, properly inventoried tire as 
a usable tire would liberate the heavy duty industry from the costly burdens of 
excessive handling, needless storing, meaningless documenting, customized 
transporting, and the specialized employee training required to handle/follow a 
usable resource through a chain of commerce that is already market disciplined. 
Tuff Boy and other users of expensive heavy·duty tires already have market 
demands and cost considerations (not to mention other regulatory agencies) 
gUiding their hand when it comes to the proper management of usable tires. 
Furthermore, CalRecycle and their contract agencies would be freed from the 
unnecessary cost associated with counting and recounting, inspecting and re· 
inspecting material that is years away from entering the waste stream. 

Tuff Boy Sales, Inc. believes it is speaking on behalf ofa majority in the.heavy·duty 
trucking and agricultural industry in calling upon Cal RecycJe to address and change 
the defin ition and requirements associated with used tires under Title 14. 

S' cerely, 


