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WRITTEN STATEMENT SPECIFYING THE REASONS WHY THE CHANGES ARE "CHANGES WITHOUT REGULATORY EFFECT"








Subject: 	REVISED NEWSPRINT CERTIFICATION FORM





In 1991 staff developed CIWMB Form 430, Newsprint Consumer Certification to implement the Recycled-Content Newsprint  Program. The form was incorporated by reference in Title 14 California Code of Regulations (CCR), Section 17956.  The form was approved by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) and filed with the Secretary of State's Office on April 7, 1992. Nonsubstantive modifications to the form were approved by OAL and filed with the Secretary of State's Office on January 4, 1994.  "Section V" of the form was eliminated as the result of a Rulemaking which was approved by OAL and filed with the Secretary of State on January 16, 1996. 





Staff have proposed additional modifications to the form for the 1996 reporting year. Some changes to instructional language on the form are necessary because the recycled-content newsprint use requirements increased during 1996 (See CCR § 17958 [a]). Other format and instructional changes are proposed to improve clarity and/or to reduce reporting errors. Following are a list of the proposed changes to CIWMB Form 430. As explained more specifically below, these changes are "without regulatory effect" as they do not alter the requirements, rights, responsibilities, conditions or prescriptions contained in existing regulations. 








Format Changes





1.	The approval date on the front page of the revised form was changed to reflect the month and year of the last modification to the form. "Section V" of the revised form was eliminated as the result of a Rulemaking which was approved by OAL and filed with the Secretary of State on January 16, 1996.   





2.   In "Section III" of the revised form, "Box #4" was 	eliminated as well as the words "CIWMB USE."  Staff have discovered that some consumers check box #4 in the mistaken belief that exemptions other than the three valid exemptions provided in the regulations might be acceptable.  This box was originally developed for data entry use by CIWMB staff, however, it no longer serves a purpose now that new software programs are in use.








Instructional Changes





1.	The fax number on the front page of the old form has 	changed.  The current fax number for the Newsprint Certification Program was included in the revised form.





2.   In "Section II" of the revised form, the instruction now reads "Recycled-Content newsprint means that the fiber content contains no less than 40% post consumer waste paper."  This instruction is intended to help reduce certification errors for aggregate newsprint consumption reporting.  Experience has shown that newsprint consumers often erroneously report (on line #3) recycled-content newsprint consumption that does not meet the statutory definition of recycled-content newsprint (See 


	PRC § 42756). This instruction is not a new requirement as the definition of recycled-content newsprint has not changed.       





3.	In "Section II" of the revised form, instructions were added which now read "Please report in metric tons.  2204.6 pounds (LBS.) equals one metric ton."  This instruction was added to help reduce certification errors.   Experience has shown that newsprint consumers sometimes report aggregate newsprint consumption data in units of measure other than metric tons.  This is not a new requirement as CCR § 17958 (b) already requires newsprint consumers to report in metric tons.    





4.	The instructions for "Section II" of the revised form 	reference the minimum use requirement of 30 percent.  The number 30 was deleted on the revised form. The new instruction now reads "If you meet the 35% recycled newsprint use goal, sign and return the form."  This change is necessary because the minimum use requirement will increase by operation of CCR § 17958 (a) to 35 percent beginning in the 1996 reporting year.





5.   The instructions for "Section III" and "Section IV" of the revised form reference the minimum use requirement of 30 percent.  The number 30 was deleted on the revised form. The new instruction now reads "Complete this section if you did not meet the recycled-content newsprint goal of 35 percent."  This change is necessary because the minimum use requirement will increase by operation of CCR § 17958 (a) to 35 percent beginning in the 1996 reporting year.
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