The proposed regulations revise, for purposes of regulation by the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), the existing compost regulations, which became effective on June 30, 1995.  Standards are established for intentional and inadvertent composting.  The regulations apply to the following types of activities, with certain exceptions:





	(	storage on-site of more than 1,000 cubic yards of feedstock (i.e., organic


		material which will be composted or chipped and ground), compost, or 


		chipped and ground material; 


	(	a chipping and grinding activity that has more than 1,000 cubic yards of 


		feedstock (i.e., organic material which will be composted or chipped and 


		ground) and  chipped and ground material on-site; and,


	(	storage of curing and stabilized compost.





EXCLUDED ACTIVITIES





The regulations do not apply to the following types of chipping and grinding activities:





	(	a chipping and grinding activity that has 1,000 cubic yards or less of 


		feedstock and chipped and ground material on-site at any one time;


	(	a chipping and grinding activity that maintains records which document 


		that material is not stored on-site for more than 7 days;


	(	a chipping and grinding activity located on agricultural land that uses animal material (i.e., from animal products for consumption by humans or animals) or agricultural commodities (i.e., products of farms and ranches) on agricultural property owned or leased by the owner, parent, or subsidiary of the activity; 


	(	a chipping and grinding activity located at an operation or facility (e.g., a 


		landfill) that has a solid waste facilities permit and the activity is described 


		in the Report of Facility Information;


	(	a chipping and grinding activity located at the site of biomass conversion 


		and which uses the material in biomass conversion;


	(	a chipping and grinding activity that is part of a silvicultural operation (i.e., forestry) or a wood, paper, or wood product manufacturing operation.





The regulations do not apply to the following types of storage activities:





	(	a storage activity that has 1,000 cubic yards or less of feedstock, 


		compost, and chipped and ground material on-site at any one time;


	(	a storage activity that maintains records which document that material is 


		not stored on-site for more than 7 days;


	(	a storage activity located on agricultural land that uses animal material (i.e., from animal products for consumption by humans or animals) or agricultural commodities (i.e., products of farms and ranches) on agricultural property owned or leased by the owner, parent, or subsidiary of the activity;


	(	a storage activity located at an operation or facility (e.g., a landfill) that has 


		a solid waste facilities permit and the activity is described in the Report of 


		Facility Information;


	(	a storage activity located at the site of biomass conversion and which 


		uses the material in biomass conversion;


	(	a storage activity used solely for the storage of sewage sludge at a 


		Publicly Operated Treatment Works (POTW);


	(	a storage activity that is part of a silvicultural operation (i.e., forestry) or a wood, paper, or wood product manufacturing operation.





The regulations do not apply to the storage or handling of feedstock, compost, or chipped and ground materials which have been sold and removed from the site, bagged for sale, given away for beneficial use and removed from the site, or otherwise beneficially used.  Beneficial use includes, but is not limited to, slope stabilization, weed suppression, and similar uses, as determined by the enforcement agency; land application in accordance with California Department of Food and Agriculture requirements; and mine reclamation in accordance with the requirements of the Office of Mine Reclamation of the Department of Conservation.





FEEDSTOCK





Feedstock includes any decomposable organic material used in the production of 


chipped and ground material.  





CURING AND STABILIZED COMPOST





“Operations Area” includes curing and stabilized compost processing or stockpiling areas.





ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH VERMICOMPOSTING





A solid waste facilities permit is not required for the composting of organic materials to


solely produce growth medium for worms.  However, if any compost is produced which 


is not used for vermicomposting, the operator may be required to get a solid waste 


facilities permit.





The enforcement agency may decide whether an activity is or is not legitimate 


vermicomposting.  If an enforcement agency determines that an activity is not 


vermicomposting (e.g., only a few worms are found in a large pile), the activity may be 


subject to the storage or composting standards.





The following activities which are associated with vermicomposting are subject to the 


storage or chipping & grinding requirements:





	(	storage of feedstock to be used in the production of growth medium for worms;


	(	feedstock which is being processed to produce growth medium;


	(	storage of growth medium.





PROPOSED REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS





Storage and Chipping & Grinding Activities





Storage and chipping & grinding activities are subject to the following state minimum standards:





	(	General Operating Standards - activities shall be conducted in a manner which minimizes vectors, odor impacts, litter, hazards, nuisances, and noise impacts; and minimizes human contact with, inhalation, ingestion, and transportation of dust, particulates, and pathogenic organisms.





	(	General Operating Standards - Fire Prevention, Protection, and Control - the operator shall provide fire prevention, protection and control measures, including, but not limited to:





		(	temperature monitoring of windrows and piles, 


		(	adequate water supply for fire suppression, 


		(	isolation of potential ignition sources from combustible materials,


		(	a firelane of a minimum of 12 feet in width which allows access to


			all operation areas.





Composting operations, composting facilities, storage activities, and chipping & grinding activities are subject to the following state minimum standard:





	(	General Record Keeping Requirements - the operator shall record the 


		quantity of chipped and ground material produced.





An operator of a composting facility that is required to obtain a Standardized or Full Solid Waste Facilities Permit is required to include the following information in the Report of Composting Site Information:





	(	Report of Composting Site Information -  a Report of Composting Site 


		Information shall contain a description of the storage capacity.





All composting operations that sell or give away greater than 2,500 cubic yards of compost annually, and all facilities shall meet the following requirement:





	(	Sampling Requirements - verification of pathogen reduction 


		requirements shall occur as close as possible to the point at which 


		compost is sold, bagged for sale, or beneficially used.





ENFORCEMENT





The enforcement agency or board may take appropriate enforcement action, including the use of a Notice and Order, for violations of the proposed regulations.
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